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e 5 PË untold stories (photos, too) that contributed, no matter how small, to the first People Power in 
Police on metrowide Filipino SEA Games taekwondo. \ 1985 that so stunned the world and inspired and emboldened people in chalns everywhere to 


H break free. The contributions that will be selected by the editors will be used for the 
alert as blast rocks champ fails dope test, tobe | ġ r a rT a e e I 
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Mobile sex clients increase f°" mee. = 5 E ‘Twist to love story: Ex-wife 
no. of Pinoys with HIV/AIDS ° ` Vëmë sede $ë ZE E : kalë barred from seeing Faeldon 


By Christian V. Esguerra | peo e Le = THERES A TWIST TO THE REPORTED LOVE 
THE MOSTLY MOBILE CLIENTS OF SEX WORKERS i } e, Ar Senate tema anion Ct 
might have helped pump up the number of Fi- 1 are rat ةق‎ 

1 | , . yesterday 
paletë 5 اص‎ LA 200 last 2 f d fi tried to see him in detention at the Intelligence Ser- 
EE o pë : vice ofthe Armed Forces (Isafp) in Camp Aguinal- 
study, "the most frequent clients of sex 0 : 4 B AKANCED do. Despite her tearful pleas, she was not allowed 


d to see him. 
workers" were vegetable dealers in R KE E ` 7 Faeldon and Untalan had their 10-year 
MOBILE AG 
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> AT HOME IN 
THELIONS’ 
LAIR: 
President 
Arroyo, with 
Army Chief Lt. 
Gen. 
Hermogenes 
Esperon 
(right), 
inspects the 
Special 
Operations 
Command 
during her visit 
on Tuesday to 
Fort 
Magsaysay, 
Nueva Ecija. 
Ms Arroyo 
checked on the 
antiterrorism 
capability of 
the Special 
Action Forces. 
Below she 
takesa break 
with her 
generals. 
eegnen 


EYE-CATCHING: Ex-President Estrada looks dapper waving to his fans even 
while on his way to hospital for treatment of an infected eye. (Story on Page A2.) 


Malacafiang 3 Do eg 12-percent VAT 


bows to 3 takes effect today 


bishops: es oor : j By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr., Abigail L. Ho and Michelle V. Remo 


Yes EN ap eas EFFECTIVE TODAY, THE PRICES OF DIESEL AND 
a ` gasoline will go up by 60 to 70 centavos a liter 

and power rates in the franchise area of Manila 

By Christine O. Avendaño, Electric Co. by an average of 10 centavos per kilo- 

Norman Bordadora E 1 3 : 7 

and Michael Lim Ubac I watt-hour because of the increase in the rate of 
the expanded value-added tax (VAT) from 10 per- 

PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 12 È 

royo's administration yesterday 7 cent to 12 percent. 

yielded to the demand of Filipino Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, Presi- point option,” Salceda said. 

Catholic bishops that it proceed = Š dent Macapagel-Arroyo's eco- While the stock market wel- 

with elections next year but said d Ë nomic adviser, described the comed the higher VAT rate, con- 

it would continue its efforts to Ze < Ë 12-percent VAT rate as a sumers and militant groups did 

produce a neve Constitution. GMA TAKES 5 with Esperon and Maj. Gen. Beni 7 short-term pain for long-term not. 

“There will be elections in 2007, e growth to address poverty. Despite her low approval rat- 
but we can be sure that President A ee “She is really a lucky woman ings, President Arroyo yesterday 
Arroyo will serve her full term un- $ ` because the surprisingly strong approved the 2 percentage-point 
less the people say otherwise in a SA Ki 4 fourth quarter economic growth increase in the VAT rate three 
constitutionally sanctioned pro- Në d. 4 and stabilizing inflation have pro- months after imposing the tax on 
cess,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- u > vided her with a benign climate previously exempt products and 
ye said in a statement. to exercise the 2-percentage OIL, POWER A6 

Bunye also said that Ms Arroyo 
was pursuing moves to amend 


the -Comtintion and-adope the بيد‎ Le 4 ` C Dresident 
i SE 
D fave no stone une f 2, , pë BAHALA NA 


erey A \ : 2 ANG DIYOS 
CH ~ splurges NG DIYOS 
‘on poorest 


years, with a new Constitution as BAY A ins Të Ke a 
our comerstone,” Bunye said. ` Te 
Bunye also announced that SS 
starting this month, the 15-mem. SHOW OF UNITY the nth time around for key opposition figures: (Seated, from left) Horacio Morales, By ززع‎ Cabacunganjr. 
ber Charter Change Advocacy Oscar Orbos, Teofisto Guingona, Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, Carol Araullo; standing, Luigi Tabuena, WS Ban jr 


MALACANANG/A7 Luis Sison, San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito, Fr. Joe Dizon, Francisco Nemenzo, Randy Tidig, Wilson Fortaleza. 


THE POOR APPEAR TO BE AT THE 
current center of attention of Presi- 


PCGG head:3 senators involved in Danding cases erte 
D g been on a spending binge the past 
two weeks. 
By Alcuin Papa reported compromise agreement testifying before any legislative in- defendants in some of the ill-got- The President has been giving 
and Philip C. Tubeza between coconut farmers and quiry since it was Arroyo himself ten wealth cases so that answer- away billions of pesos worth of 
businessman Eduardo Cojuangeo who drafted the order in 1986 ing any questions from them health insurance, fertilizer, seeds, Bishops told: 
CAMILO SABIO, CHAIR OF THE on the estimated P130 billion in when he was executive secretary to would prejudice the PCGG'sman- noodles and rice to those mired in 1 å 
Presidential Commission on coco levy funds. then President Corazon Aquino. dateto go after ill-gotten wealth. poverty, as well as subsidized Chalices, bells, 
Good Government, lashed back Sabio said Sen. Joker Arroyo Sabio also said other members At the Senate hearing on the housing to the military and as- 3 
at senators yesterday, saying the “should have known” about a pro- of the Senate—Juan Ponce En- PCGG budget the other day, Sabio sorted benefits to the police. etc. come from 
lawmakers were violating the law vision in Executive Order No. 1, rile, Edgardo Angara and Senate caught the ire of Enrile and Arroyo Yesterday, Ms Arroyo an- | mining operations 
when they asked him about the which bars any PCGG official from President Franklin Drilon—were PCGG/AS nounced the release of P500 mil- 


lion in government funds for the | By Norman Bordadora 


0 0 D eye purchase of palay seeds and or- | and Christian V. Esguerra 
Agri officials tag Bolante in fertilizer scam = she geo 
provinces whose crops were dev- | A CONGRESSMAN FROM A 
astated by typhoons last year. mineral-rich province re- 
By Philip C. Tubeza Masaganang Ani (GMA) program, The two officials said that hearing at the Senate. She made the announcement | minded the country’s bish- 
and Tj Burgonio which was allegedly used in the among the recipients of the fund “It was the office of Usec during the inauguration ofa new | ops yesterday that the 
2004 election campaign of Presi- were three congressmen from Ce- Bolante that decided on the list- city hall in Nueva Ecija, whose Church materials they 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE dent Macapagal-Arroyo. bu, the province that delivered ings of the P100 million,” she governor, Tomas Joson, is a used—from chalices and 
officials yesterday said it was the The fund was ordered released one million votes for Ms Arroyo. said, adding that Bolante “verbal- staunch ally of her administra- bells to scepters and the 
office of then Undersecretary Joce- to 13 DA regional field units “I got instructions from Usec ly” told her on the phone about tion, very rings on their fin- 
lyn ‘Jocjoc” Bolante that ordered (RFUS), according to Agriculture Bolante that this—the P100 mil- the list of fund recipients. Ms Arroyo said the province gers—came from mining 
the release and listed the recipients Undersecretary Belinda Gonzales  lion—lvill be transferred to the ‘Agriculture Secretary Domingo would receive a big slice of the operations. 
of P100 million in recovered Mar- and DA Central Visayas Director different regional offices," Gon- Panganiban also admitted that it fund for seeds and fertilizer, be- BISHOPS/ AS 
cos money for the Ginintuang Eduardo Lecciones Jr. zales said during the DA budget AGRU AS PRESIDENT) A6 
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Shoot-to-kill for Magdalo 


leader of the Magdalo Group. 
But the lawyer of the accused, Roel 
Pulido, wasn’t buying the military's sto- 


y 

Te would have been the first public 
appearance of Faeldon, one of the al- 
leged mutiny leaders, who escaped 
from his Isafp escorts on Dec. 14 after 
attending a hearing at the same Makati 
court. 

“L suppose this postponement is be- 
cause the military does not want the 
court and the public to see the condition 
of Faeldon... I saw him yesterday and I 
left him feeling depressed because I no- 
ticed he had lost a lot of weight since I 
saw him on Saturday,” Pulido said, 

“He looked like he lacked sleep, ha- 
rassed, haggard and, I would go as far 
as to say, he looked (like he had been] 
beaten. But he denied it,” said Pulido, 
of his client who has been held in soli- 
tary confinement since his recapture. 
With Dona Z. Pazsibugan and Tarra V. 
Quismundo 


A military official, who requested 
anonymity because he was not autho- 
rized to speak, said the military custodi- 
ans of the rebel soldiers did not bring 
them to court because they feared a 
plan was in the works to spring some of 
them. 

The official said the custodians be- 
came wary after unidentified men 
claiming to be from the Intelligence 
Service of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines  (Isafp) inspected the 
Makati Regional ‘Trial Court premises 
on Monday. 

‘The men even reserved the parking 
space that was usually given to Isafp, 
the source said. 

“Probably [there was an escape 
plan]. It's better to be careful," the offi- 
cer said. 

Isafp chief Brig. Gen. Marlu Quevedo 
had previously said his unit had gotten 
wind of a plan to “rescue” some of the 
mutineers, particularly Navy Lt, Anto- 
nio Trillanes IV the most prominent 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk; 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE - THE MILITARY 
chief in Northern Luzon has issued shoot to kill orders 
against the four Magdalo Group officers who escaped 
from Fort Bonifacio two weeks ago should they show up at 


they now are rebels against the govern- 
ment, They are highly trained to kill 
and we won'tnaively presume that they 
are not armed when they intrude into 
our camps,” Tolentino said. 

‘Tolentino did not say ifthe four had 
been tracked to Northern Luzon, only 
that military intelligence operatives 
‘were working to recapture them. 

In Makati City yesterday, 32 other 
Magdalo members, including the re- 
cently recaptured Marine Capt. Nicanor 
Faeldon, failed to attend their trial on 
coup d'etat charges. 


silent, Misuari tells followers 


“He is euphoric about a possible 
breakthrough because as you know we 
have problems in Jolo that involve 
some of his followers there, I think he 
will help us. He was in touch with his 
people there," he said, 

Dureza said he would also separately 
travel to Jolo soon to personally meet 
with Misuari’s followers, many of 
whom have openly joined other Muslim 
factions such as the Al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf group. 

“The chairman isstill respected leader by 
many of his people and I think he wall sil 
play a key role in seeing to it that we 
better Mindanao," he said. With AFP 


‘Brokeback Mountain’ gets 
most Oscar nominations 


President Macapagal-Arroyo's gov- 
ernment went along with Misuari in 
what observers said was an attempt to 
ensure his armed followers would not 
attack when US troops hold a month of 
Joint maneuvers with Filipino troops 
from Feb. 20. 

“He is telling his boys in Jolo to keep 
the peace,” Dureza told reporters as Mis- 
uari spoke to his men by mobile phone 
from his room at St. Luke's Hospital. 

Dureza said he did not discuss with 
Misuari the US military deployment, but 
added he received an assurance that the 
Muslim leader would help in the general 
law and order situation there. 


Mindanao where Muslim separatists 
are fighting for an independent state. 

Misuari spoke with his followers by 
phone to inform them that he had been 
allowed out of detention, and later met 
small groups of journalists. 

Misuari is the leader of the former 
separatist Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF), which signed a peace 
treaty with Manila in 1996. 

He later became governor of the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(ARMM) but in 2001, again led a short- 
lived rebellion that left more than 100 
dead on Jolo and in neighboring Zam- 
boanga City. 


any campin hisjurisdiction. 


“My men are ready to kill if they are 
met with resistance,” said Maj. Gen. 
Romeo Tolentino in Gapan City where 
he met with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo on Tuesday. 

Tolentino said the shoot to kill order 
would apply to Capt. Nathaniel Rabon- 
za and First Lieutenants Lawrence San 
Juan, Sonny Sarmiento and Patricio Bu- 
midang Jr. should they be spotted and 
fight back in any military camp in 
Northern and Central Luzon. 

“We will have to do the ultimate solu- 
tion, which is to shoot to kill, because 


Keep guns 


By DJ Yap 


DETAINED MUSLIM REBEL LEADER 
Nur Misuari yesterday called on his fol- 
lowers to keep their guns quiet in Jolo, 
where US troops are to hold joint exer- 
cises this month, an official said. 

Misuari, on trial for leading a deadly 
rebellion in 2001, launched the peace 
overtures from a hospital in Quezon 
City, where the 68-year-old was under- 
going a medical check-up after being al- 
Towed out of jail temporarily. 

Yesterday he met with government 
chief peace negotiator Jesus Dureza to 
discuss prospects for peace in southern 


CIA undercover agent in “Syriana” and best di- 
rector and co-writer for “Good Night.” 

“Brokeback Mountain” also scored nomina- 
tions for Michelle Wiliams as supporting actress, 
Jake Gyllenhaal as supporting actor and Lamy 
Meter and Diana Ostana for their screenplay 
adaptation of Annie Prouhës short story. 

‘The acting categories were a mix of familiar 
Oscar faces such as past winners Judi Dench and 
Charlize Theron, veterans like Clooney, Wither- 
spoon, Rachel Weisz, David Strathaim and Felici- 
ty Huffman gaining their first academy attention, 
and young performers such as Williams and Amy 
Adams. 

Philip Seymour Hoffman, the best actor fa- 
vorite for his remarkable embodiment of Capote, 
Joined Ledger in the best actor category. Hoffman 
had triumphed at earlier film honors, including 
the Golden Globes. 

“The best actress race presumably will shape up 
as a two-woman contest between Huffman in a 
sgender-bending role as a man about to undergo 
sex change surgery in “Transamerica” and With- 
erspoon as singer June Carter, Cash's musical 
companion and future wife, in “Walk the Line.” 

With key prizes at earlier Hollywood honors, 
“Brokeback Mountain” heads into the March 5 
awards as the best picture front-runner, AP 
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BEVERLY HILLS—THE COWBOY LOVE STORY 
“Brokeback Mountain” led the Academy Awards 
field ‘Tuesday with eight nominations, among 
them for best picture and honors for actor Heath 
Ledger and director Ang Lee. 

‘Also nominated for best picture were the Tru- 
man Capote story “Capote,” the ensemble drama 
“Crash,” the Edward R. Murrow chronicle “Good 
Night, and Good Luck” and the assassination 
thriller “Munich.” 

“The Johnny Cash biography “Walk the Line,” 
considered a likely best picture nominee, was 
shut out of the category, although Joaquin 
Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon eamed acting 
nominations. 

Three films were tied with six nominations 
each — “Crash,” "Good Night, and Good Luck” 
and “Memoirs of a Geisha," although “Geisha” 
was shut out in the top categories. 

“Munich,” which had fallen off many awards 
analysts best picture picks after a lukewarm re- 
ception, scored well with five nominations, in- 
cluding director for Steven Spielberg. 

“King Kong," directed by “Lord of the Rings” 
creator Peter Jackson, eamed only technical 
nominations, losing out in the major categories. 

George Clooney picked up three nominations 
~ as supporting actor for his role as a steadfast 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
ORECAST: Nother and Eastern Luzon wil experiance most 
Cloudy sis with scatard ranshouwers, Eastern sections of Visayas 
‘nd Mindanao wl have most cloudy sklas with scatared gielt 
(sand isolated thunderstorms, The rest of the country wil havo 


parhyloudy toat times cloudy ses wth isolata restore. 
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Doc orders Erap 
hospitalization 
for eye infection 


DOCTORS AT THE SAN JUAN MEDICAL 
Genter yesterday ordered the immediate hos- 
pltalization of deposed President Estrada be- 
chuse of an infection on his right eye that they 
shid could be life-threatening if left untreated, 

Dr. Lorenzo Hocson, Estrada's personal 
physician, told reporters that Estrada was suf- 
tëring from preseptal cellulitis, an infection 
fom an insect bite. 

į He added that aside from the infection, 
Estrada also has eyelid dermatochalasis, a 

ndition where there is excess skin in the 
eyelid, and which affects his vision. 

“As yet, the patient's condition is not life- 
threatening but ifthe infection is left untreat- 
cë, it could cause blindness and eventually af- 
fect the brain which would then make it life- 
threatening," Hocson said, 

Dr. Eduardo Sarabia said the eye infection 
was being treated with antibiotics. 

` He said Estrada could undergo surgery any- 
rime to correct the drooping eyelid but stressed 
that there was no problem with his right eye, 

Hocson said that aside from the eye check- 
up, Estrada would also undergo a series of 
tests to check his condition. 

` Following a request from his lawyers and 
personal physician, the Sandiganbayan Spe- 
لمك‎ Division last Monday granted Estrada 
Jeave to have his eye treated at the SJMC. 

¦ Estrada was flown by private helicopter 
from his Tanay, Rizal rest house to the Crisan- 
ta Towers in Greenhills, San Juan shortly after 
2p.m. yesterday. 

* From there, he was brought to the SJMC in 
aimotorcade escorted by Philippine National 
Police personnel, He was greeted by cheering 
supporters and medical staff at the hospital. 

| Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed Urieta said the 
court has already been informed of the doc- 

ors recommendation and posed no objection. 
He said he would remain at the SJMC to moni- 

“or Estrada's condition and report to Sandigan- 
Sayan Presiding Justice and Special Division 

þair Teresita de Castro. ` Nelson F Flores 
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BENING 


PRESCRIPTIVE PERIOD FOR FILING OF REQUESTS FOR READJUDICATION 
DEATH AND DISABILITY CLAIMS AND 


To eliminate problems in the validation of documents since the retention period of claim 
records is limited to ten (10) years in consonance with Article 1144 of the Civil Code of the Philip- 


"ART. 1144. The following actions must be brought within ten years from the time the right of action 


All requests for readjudication of retirement, death and disability benefits with the Social 
‘Security System shall be filed within ten (10) years from the date of the initial settlement of the claim. 
Likewise, petitions with the Social Security Commission assalling said settled claims shall be filed 
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VFA exec New trial run for luggage inspection scheme 


9 By Nikko Dizon Passengers departing will find six X-ray machines side by to Miaa assistant general manager, Angel Atutubo. 

Sa 5 e 5 2 side at the departure area of the Ninoy Aquino International ` However, Atutubo said strapping machines are not 
‘THE MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORI- Airport (Naia) Terminal 1 to facilitate faster passenger flow yet available such that this might be done manually. 

ty (Miaa) would again give its modified sanitized lug- leading to the check-in areas. Atutubo said the Miaa still aims to implement the 


gage system proposal another go starting today, after A strap will be placed around each piece of luggage scheme, wherein passengers would not be allowed to, 
scap e go 2 shelving it for nearly three weeks. after this has gone through the initial X-ray, according touch their luggage after the initial X-ray. 
By Nikko Dizon and Leila Salaverria 


THE OFFICIAL WHO 15 ABOUT TO LOSE F LYN'S VITAL STATS: 


his job with the proposed abolition of the 
Presidential Commission on the Visiting 
Forces Agreement (VFACom) said he was be- 4 
ing made the “scapegoat” for the diplomatic i 8 
debacle of the Subic rape case. d 12 Arms 
“For two years, I have been doing my job Ss i 3 
silently, quietly and efficiently until this rape 315 VVaist 
case came along,” Zosimo Paredes, the VFA- h à E 38" Hips 
Com executive director, said in an interview f kê 3 i A 
Lo EE 5 E 3 Thighs 
“Suddenly I'm the bad boy. They've made F d a 
me the scapegoat, the sacrificial lamb,” he 


said. S Y fe 5 

Paredes said he has yet to receive a formal SS 5 3 {31 Ibs Weight 

communication on the abolition of the VFACom, d $ 

and the reported creation of a new body to re- NË p E 30 : Dress Size 

place it under the Department of Foreign Affairs. 1 N paiman ee 
He said he was “puzzled” why the VFACom : 


të 


had to be abolished only to be replaced by a 
new body which appears to have the same 


b À RAK 0 

functions as the VEACom. à N i ? 
DEA spokesperson Gilberto Asuque has de- AQ CW, SCX 19U7e. 
clined to comment on Paredes’ statements. , 0 


‘The VFACom is the agency that monitors 
the implementation of the VFA, the treaty that 


È $ e 

covers the conduct of visiting United States 0 

soldiers. Not much was known of it until it d 

broke into the newspaper headlines when six 

US servicemen were accused of raping a Fil- - 1 e 


ipino woman in Subic last November. 

“The US has refused to surrender custody of 
the four accused—two soldiers were not 
charged—to the Philippines citing a VFA pro- 
vision which gives protection to US troops ac- 
cused of crimes while taking part in joint war 
games here. i 

Paredes, who as VEACom head has been mon- PJ 
itoring the rape case, believes the proposal to 42 7 ` 
abolish the VFACom was the result of a vendetta Call ae BODY (2639) - 
against him by Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago 3 

“1 think i's personal. I think this is the con- 1 
tinuation of the anti-Paredes barrage of Miri- 


am Defensor Santiago that [Foreign] Secre- ` S dr 5 
tary [Alberto] Romulo has continued for rea- 1 Ch 
sons Ido not know,” he said. 
Santiago earlier castigated Paredes for al- é i 
legedly making it appear that he had the au- Witt 
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96 del SE 3 طاو‎ ‘Wife artë Edëcëtor 
St Luke Patron since.1979 


People keep coming back to SU: Let because they know theyre getting the best health care in the 
country's best medical center. One of them is Dang Arambulo, o licensed kindermusik educator. ‘For 

` ‘the past 27 years,,whenever they need excellent medical care, Dang, her parents and her siblings 
Hve-only one hospital in mind St. Luke's Medical Center. Her husband is also o St, Luke's patron, 


“St, Luke's just keeps getting better. It has the. most modern equipment you cant find in other. 
hospitals," Dong says. For her, the medical care she gets from the doctors and staff of St. Luke'sii 
unpëralleled. “And their personal touch يمي ب‎ words.can describe. how, well they, treat me and ty: 
family. There's so much love and care.” 


Indeed, St. Luke's is now one of the world's best ihédical centers, 


Dang feels better every, Hee" ze goes ‘to ‘St: Luke. “Got, dur kecithcorësfeeds, my fobi cand. d 
deserve nothing, Jess Zon the besti mi aor 
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Only the best is St. Luke's Medical Center is better equipped than any other hospital in ni ke you feel better. 
SE D the Philippines ond 95% of hospitals in the U.S. y the best can make y! 


H. An international Affiliate of : 
) New York-Presbylerion Hospital 
E Columbia University College of Physicions and Surgeons 


© Joint Commission Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell University A M e d i ca | G enter 


Joint Commission a 
INTERNATIONAL Memorol Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 7 EE 


Better staffed and better equipped thon ony other medical institution in the Philippines, new or old www.stluke.com.ph 
279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Blvd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines Tel: 7230101/7230301 Fax 7231199 E-mail : info@stluke.com.ph 


dignity we desire.” 

‘They told the AMRSP that its 
“benevolent support and appeals 
fill in the vacuum created by this 
uncalled for scenario which is 
now dependent upon the Philip- 
pine judiciary.” 

“The family also thanked the In- 
tegrated Bar of the Philippines, 
whose lawyers continue to pro- 
vide legal assistance, 


| SC asked 

١ to disbar 
Ilusorio 
lawyer 


THEDAUGHTER OF a 
crony of the late 
|| strongman Ferdinand 
f] Marcos has asked the 
d Supreme Court to dis- 
bar a lawyer she 
j claimed had betrayed 
her father in the battle 
for control of millions 
of shares in Philippine 
‘Communications 
Satellite Corp. 

Ina seven-page mo- 
tion filed. with the 
court, Erlinda T. Bild- 
nera daughter of 
Marcos associate Po- 
tenciano Nlusorio—said 

عل layer Luis R. Lokin‏ ل 
“does not deserve the‏ 
leniency (of the high‏ 
court and) should be‏ 

H meted the penalty he 
obviously deserves, ie. 
disbarment... being a 

d disgrace to the profes- 
sion” 

Tlusorio had hired 
Lokin in 1991 to rep- 
resent him in a graft 
case where the gov- 
ernment was claim- 

Hing llusorio's shares 
in Philippine Over- 
seas Telecommunica- 
tions Corp. (POTC). 

Tlusorio and Lokin 
negotiated a compro- 

Î mise which gave the 
government 35-per- 
cent of POTC and its 
wholly-owned sub- 

ff sidiary, Philcomsat, a 
major Internet band- 
width provider. 

POTC is also the 
parent company of 
listed firm Philcomsat 
Holdings Corp., a min- 

Hing and real estate de- 
velopment company. 

Lokin later ap- 
peared in proceedings 
at the Securities and 
Exchange Commis- 

| sion representing the 
group of businessmen 
led by Manuel Nieto 
Jr. who had “adverse 
interests” in POTC, ac- 
cording to Bildner. 

It was the elder Ilu- 
sorio who filed. the 
disbarment complaint 
against Lokin, but he 
died before the issue 
could be resolved. 

“The practice of law 
should be reserved 
only to those whose 
adherence to the prin- 
ciples and standards 
of the legal profession 
is beyond reproach. 
Respondent Lokin Jr. 

j does not belong to 
that select class of per- 
sons worthy of the ti- 
de attorney at law” 
Bildner said in her pe- 
tition. Armand N. 

j Nocum 


Salar; 100 


PLACIDO D. SALAR 
St. of Victorias, Negros 
Occidental died on 
Sunday at the age of 
100. His remains lie at 
the family residence at 
Daan Banua, Victorias. 
He is survived by his 
shildren—Lety and 
Bening Soberano, 
Manuel, Morit Diopita, 
Noning and Fe, Dang 
and Rudy Barrameda, 
Carmendy, Luna and 
Mike Mata, Ric and 
Flora, Cynthia and Og- 
gie Juguan, brother 

| Pedro, ‘nephews, 
nieces, grandchildren 

Hand great grandchil- 
dren. He will be buried 
2 p.m, Saturday at the 
Victorias Memorial 
Park. 
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By Tonette Orejas In a number of letters to the to the Association of Major Reli- war games after the US Embassy's her family, who are based in Zam- 
PDI Gentral Luzon Desk woman's supporters, her mother gious Superiors in the Philippines refusal to hand over the accused boanga City, looked forward to a 
says the family was “deeply grate-  (AMRSP). Both groups had pub- soldiers to Philippine authorities. “swift and fair” justice as they ex- 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE ful” forthe sympathy and helpex- lished statements of support. The family said the “mental an- pressed “great confidence” in the 
family of the Filipino woman al- tended to them. “We have found “We pray that the truthwilleven- guish has left us at times helpless Philippine judicial system. 
legedly raped by four American sol- anally in our own countrymen.” tually give my daughter the peace and moaning in strength.” To the AMRSR the family said it 
diers says the outpouring of support The INQUIRER was furnished and serenity she so longs for to en- “It is therefore in instances like was “very comforting and consol- 
from fellow Filipinos has given them copies of some of the letters, in- able her to go on with her young these that we find the respite we ing to know that your association, 
the strength to cope with the trau- cluding two addressed to North life,” she told North Cotabato offi- so need in these trying times,” the amid the turmoil, is behind us in 
ma arising from the Nov. 1, 2005 in- Cotabato Gov. Emmanuel Piñol cials, who earlier called for the sus- mother wrote, our fight for the basic right to be a 
cident at the Subic Bay Freeport. and other provincial officials, and pension of Philippine-United States The 22-year-old woman and Filipino worthy of the respect and 


AN URGENT APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND OUR POLITICAL LEADERS 


As Congress resumes its sessions, the Consumer and Oil Price Watch (COPW) calls on our President 
and Political Leaders to FIRST focus on the economy and charter changes LATER. 


Why the economy must be the highest priority 
We need investments. Investments create jobs. 


Thus, the President and Congress must give priority to economic and financial reforms to stimulate investments, 
local and foreign, to generate jobs that, in turn, will uplift the quality of life of our people, especially the poor. 


These reforms deal with taxation, smuggling, and loopholes at Customs and the VAT, amending laws like the 
EVAT and EPIRA, preserving the peso value, and enhancing the credibility of the economic and finance team. 


The peso has strengthened largely because of huge OFW remittances (over $11 billion last year) 
and the EVAT (P80 billion is the target). This momentum must not be lost. 


We need to amend the EVAT Law. To peg the VAT on petroleum products and electricity at 10%, 
and not 12%. And remove the 70% cap on input VAT. The 30% not credited is passed on to consumers. 
The 30% is equivalent to a 3% profit margin which, if removed, may result in business closures. 


We need to amend the EPIRA Law. The National Power Corporation (NPC) needs to sell or privatize only 
50% of its assets, not 70% as required by the law. Open access must begin now with the operation of the 
Wholesale Spot Market (WESM), and not after three years and until 50% of NPC assets are privatized. 


Smuggling is rampant and endemic. Smuggling is unfair competition to legitimate business. 
It results in losses, unemployment and loss of government revenues. 


Yet, there is NO determined effort and political will to go after the "Big Fishes", 
who blatantly display their power and connections, and JAIL them. 


After working with five Customs Commissioners - Titus Villanueva, Willie Parayno, Antonio Bernardo, 
George Jereos, and Bert Lina, the COPW is frustrated. Nothing has happened against smuggling. 


We need to plug loopholes at Customs and the VAT implementation. 
The COPW believes the following will plug the loopholes: 


Use of Tax Identification Number (TIN) in ALL government transactions. 


Benchmarking sales per sub sector of industry, trading and services to minimize under-declaration of sales 
and over-declaration of input VAT credit. 


Use of cash sales registers with PIN number registered with BIR by all business firms with 
annual sales of P1.2 million or P100,000 a month. 


Compelling banks as precondition to granting loans to use only audited financial statements submitted to the 
BIR and waiver of confidentiality for the bank, with the BIR, to conduct random check on the ITR's authenticity. 


This should be easy to implement. The Bangko Sentral, a year ago, issued Circular 472 telling banks 
to require from their borrowers a BIR-stamped income tax return (ITR). 


GMA's finance team needs to be transparent and establish credibility at Customs 
and BIR to get rid of their corrupt image over the last 50 years. 


Business must pay correct taxes 
This is easy, but certain issues must be addressed: 


Free port zones like Subic, Cagayan de Oro and Zamboanga must export 100% of their production. 
None must be sold locally. 


Companies under Special Economic Zones of PEZA must export 70% of production with not more than 30% 
sold locally. Separate books of accounts must be maintained for products sold locally on which all applicable 
duties, excise and VAT taxes must be paid. If sold locally, these products must not be dumped so as not to 
prejudice local manufacturers who make similar products, 


Alcohol and tobacco products imported and sold by duty-free shops inside free ports and economic zones are 
subject to tax. This is the Department of Finance regulation. We support it. The government Duty Free Shops 
must pay the corresponding excise taxes and VAT. 


Stop smuggling of petroleum products. The DOE reports 93 oil depots. Oil companies are required to submit 
prior notice of their importations, the products imported, dates of arrival and bills of lading. But the DOE has 
no capability to monitor these things as it pays more attention on enforcing retail standards for LPG and energy 
conservation. Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla must work in tandem with the new Customs chief. 
Finally, the COPW hopes that when the budget is balanced in 2008, 
we will see a lowering of the tax burden not only on business, but on all our people. 
Paying the sins of the past, we can thus move forward. 


Gana 


RAUL T. CONCEP£ZION 
Chairman 


CONSUMER & OIL 
PRICE WATCH 


Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 ٠ E-mail: rte@cii.com.ph 
To better serve the public, this ad appears in major newspapers and tabloids as comic strip. 
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Gusto mo na bang lumipad 
dahil sa sobrang trapik? 
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Magpa-insure na sa Direct Link | i 
para may libreng 


Sa bavvat Direct Link car insurance, may 
libreng E-Pass or EC Tag kal Sa Direct 
Link, ang daling magbayad dahil 
hulugan up to 6 monthsi No interest or 
hidden chargesi At Guaranteed Full 
Protection agad on your first instalimenti 
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Build his strength with Nutren Fibre. 


Nutren Fibre is a delicious complete diet that has been shown të: 


7” Help promote muscle strength and growth 
because it has three times more whey protein 
than any other brand 


V Help lower cholesterol to reduce the risk 
of cardiovascular disease because it's a rich 
source of fiber 


V Help promate gastrointestinal health 
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‘Ask your doctor about Nutren Fibre or call us at 898-0061. Available in leading drugstores nationwide 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2006 


5 kce eh 


Pascua said that of the P22.5 bil- 
lion, P20.2 billion would be spent 
on infrastructure like roads, air- 
ports, ports and irrigation sys- 
tems. The remaining P2.3 billion 
will be used to enhance the deliv- 
ery of services like education and 
health. 

‘The P22.5 billion will be on top 
of the P35 billion that Mala- 
cafiang earlier ordered the bud- 
get department to use for infras- 
tructure development. 


Upgrade in credit rating 

The DOF said incremental rev- 
enues from the VAT Reform Law 
would hit P90.61 billion in 2007, 
P103.27 billion in 2008, P104.56 
billion in 2009 and P120.44 bil- 
lion in 2010. 

Analysts have said the higher 
VAT rate would improve the 
chances of the Philippines being 
upgraded by credit rating agen- 
cies this year. 

But some said the anticipated 
gains from the expansion of the 
sales tax last November and the 
higher rate might not be achieved 
fully due to chronic tax evasion, 
corruption and inefficiency. With 
reports from Ronnel W. Domin- 
go and Reuters 


kWh, P48.44; 501 to 600 kWh, 
P58.13; 601 to 700 by P67.81, 
and 701 to 800 kWh by P77.50. 

Some economists say the VAT 
increase may dampen consumer 
spending in the first half, which 
could hurt economic growth. 
Consumption makes up 70 per- 
cent of Philippine GDP 


More infrastructure 

The administration plans to al- 
locate an additional P20.3 billion 
for infrastructure and basic ser- 
vices from revenues from the 
higher VAT rate. 

The VAT Reform Law is expect- 
ed to yield P75 billion in incre- 
mental revenues this year, and 
the government intends to use 30 
percent of the amount, or P22.5 
billion, for pump priming, ac- 
cording to the DOR 

‘The remaining 70 percent will 
be used to reduce the budget 
deficit. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves had said that the VAT Re- 
form Law would help the nation- 
al government achieve its goal of 
wiping out the budget deficit two 
years earlier, or by 2008, instead 
of the original target of 2010. 

Budget Undersecretary Laura 
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leaded gasoline by 67 centavos, 
regular gasoline by 63 centavos, 
kerosene by 60 centavos and liq- 
vefied petroleum gas by between 
P8.90 and P9.80 a kilogram. 

From P31.67 a liter, diesel is 
estimated to now sell at an aver- 
age of P32.25 a liter. 

Prices of unleaded gasoline are 
estimated to go up to P37.25 
from P36.58 a liter, regular gaso- 
line to P35.06 from P34.43 a liter, 
kerosene to P33.78 from P33.18 
a liter and cooking gas to be- 
tween P498.10 and P550 from 
between P489.20 and P540.25 
per 11-kg cylinder. 


Electricity rates 

Households using up to 50 
KWh a month will have to pay an 
additional P4.85, while those 
consuming 51 to 70 kWh will 
shell out P6.78, and those who 
use 71 to 100 kWh, P9.68. 

These consumers are all life- 
line users, who are entitled to dis- 
counts of 50 percent, 35 percent 
and 20 percent, respectively. 

Those consuming 101 to 200 
KWh a month will see their bills 
increase by P19.37; those using 
201 to 300 kWh, P29.06; 301 to 
400 kWh, P38.75; 401 to 500 


pact on prices pummeled the 
Presidents popularity ratings, 
making her the most disliked 
Chief Executive in the country 
since this type of poll was taken. 

Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla said at a briefing that fuel 
prices would rise by an average of 
only 1.8 percent despite the 
Zpercentage-point increase in 
the VAT rate. 

“This is the result of mitigating 
measures that we have put in 
place, including tariff reductions 
and the removal of excise taxes 
on certain products,” he said. 

The increase in the VAT rate 
will raise the prices of diesel by 
60 centavos a liter, unleaded and 
premium gasoline by 70 centavos 
a liter, regular gasoline by 65 cen- 
tavos a liter and kerosene by 5S 
centavos a liter. 

Oil firms raise prices 

Oil firms Eastern Petroleum 
Gorp., Seaoil Petroleum Corp. 
and Flying V increased their 
prices by those levels at 12:01 
a.m. today. 

Computations by the Depart- 
ment of Energy showed that the 
VAT hike should raise diesel 
prices by 58 centavos a liter, un- 


making a sacrifice in the near 
term: 

“I think the fund managers 
‘would give the President a vote of 
confidence with the VAT rate 
hike,” Chua said. 

True enough, share prices 
closed higher yesterday amid op- 
timism that an increased VAT rate 
would solve the government's fis- 
cal problems, dealers said. 

‘They said gains delivered the 
benchmark to a two-week high, a 
day before the government raised 
the tax rate. 


Too much 

About 200 members of the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
picketed the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue main office in Quezon 
City yesterday, according to 
Bayan spokesperson Renato M. 
Reyes Jr. 

“The VAT hike is too much for 
people who earn too little,” Reyes 
said. “New tax burdens would 
further erode what little is left of 
the purchasing power of the ordi- 
nary Filipino.” 

‘The imposition of the 10-per- 
cent expanded VAT, after a 
four-month, court-induced delay, 
last Nov. 1 and its immediate im- 


ices such as oil, power, medi- 
eal and legal services, and domes- 
gre tic air and sea transport. 

ES. Under the VAT Reform Law, a key 
part of the government’ fiscal re- 
form program, the Department of 
Finance (DOF) must recommend to 
“the President an increase in the VAT 
‘rate if any of these two conditions 

Për vere met in 2005: A VAT collec- 

Rition-to-gross domestic product 
JDP) ratio of more than 2.8 per- 
nt, and a budget deficitto-GDP 

‘ratio of more than 1.5 percent. 
“With the country’s GDP for 
2005 hitting P5.38 trillion and 
VAT collections reaching 2 
‘billion, the VATto-GDP ratio 
stood at 2.9 percent. The national 

{So gëvermments budget deficit set- 

Hed at P146.5 billion, resulting in 

x $a deficit-to-GDP ratio of 2.7 per- 


ER Vote of confidence 

32° Francis Chua, president of the 

ky Federation of Filipino Chinese 
‘Chambers of Commerce Inc., said 
the increase in the VAT rate 
should end all doubts about Ms 
Arroyo's commitment to “doing 
‘what is good for the economy and 
the people in the long term by 


PCGG head Sabio says 3 senators involved in Danding cases 


would make it difficult for us lat- 
er on to pursue our cases (against 
these senators). That is the ratio- 
nale of the provision (in EO 1),” 
Sabio said. 

Sabio believed that the Senate 
vras not serious when it gave his 
office a budget of P1. “think they 
are joking about the (PI bud- 
ge)” 

He expressed confidence that 
the PCGG would still get the bud- 
get it was asking for. 

A militant farmers group yes- 
terday called for the arrest of 
Sabio for “contempt of the Sen- 


hy did he not answer ques- 
tions regarding the coconut levy 
compromise deal he is brokering 
with Eduardo “Danding” Co- 
juangco? What is so confidential 
about it? Is he selling the coconut 
farmers’ body and soul to the dev- 
il?" the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (KMP) said in a state- 
ment. 


It did not issue an invitation to 
Bolante because there is an out- 
standing order for his arrest. 

Bolante had sent feelers to the 
effect that he would appear at the 
hearing ifthe Senate lifted the ar- 
rest order on him—a condition 
that Magsaysay rejected. 

On Dec. 12 last year, the Sen- 
ate cited Bolante in contempt and 
ordered his arrest after he again 
failed to appear at a hearing de- 
spite several subpoenas. 


“Rotary's good name’ 

The Rotary Club of Makati 
West has passed a resolution call- 
ing on Bolante to show up at the 
Senate inquiry. 

“While Rotary neither condemns 
nor aequits Director Bolante of any 
accusation, it is essential that he re- 
spect the processes of the govern- 
mental institutions, answer their 
questions, and explain his side,” the 
club said, adding: 

“Evading such processes with 
explanations that his duties as di- 
rector of Rotary International re- 
quires his presence abroad and 
would not allow him to be present 
{at the] inquiry simply exacerbates 
the situation, damaging himself 
and unduly impugning the good 
name of Rotary as wel.” With a re- 
port from Michael Lim Ubac 


the case filed by the government 
against Cojuangco, or Civil Case 
No. 0033, which alleged that the 
businessman used the coco levy 
funds to buy a majority stake in 
United Coconut Planters Bank 
(UCPB) and shares in San Miguel 
Corp. (SMC) and to form holding 
companies under the Coconut In- 
dustry Investment Fund (CIF). 
‘The government is trying to Te- 
cover a 27-percent stake in SMC, 
which could amount to P50 billion. 
But Sabio said he had yet to find out 
the terms and conditions of the 
‘compromise, or which shares in 
‘which companies are to be divided. 
The POGG chief also said that 
Drilon organized First Meridian De- 
velopment Corp. (FMD) as a mem- 
ber of the Accra, Law Office in the 
1970s. FMD, which Sabio said corre- 
sponded to Drilon’s initials, was one 
ofthe companies under the CIE 


Joking? 
“answering their questions 


straight to the barangay officials. 

“It never passed through me. 
Even I was surprised when I 
learned about it. I don't even 
know if indeed there was such a 
delivery of fertilizer. My barangay 
captains did not say anything 
about it. The DA should check the 
recipients,” he also said. 

‘Big insult’ 

Magsaysay quoted reports that 
Bolante, a former district gover- 
nor and now director of Rotary 
International, had arrived in the 
country from abroad and again 
slipped past immigration authori- 
ties despite an arrest order issued 
by the Senate last December. 

“The continued disappearance of 
Bolante has become a big insult not 
only to the Senate but also to our 
countrymen who are hungry for the 
truth as regards the real beneficia- 
ries of the ferilizer funds," 
Magsaysay said in a statement. 

‘A member of his staff said the 
committee was hoping to raise 
between P200,000 and P500,000 
for any information that would 
lead to Bolante's arrest. 

The committee is resuming its 
inquiry tomorrow and has invited 
DA officials led by Secretary Pan- 
ganiban, provincial officials and 
Suppliers, among others. 


Judicial, legislative, or administra- 
tive proceeding conceming matters 
‘within its official cognizance.” 

“They were insisting that I an- 
swer those questions and they 
were violating the law” Sabio 
said in a phone interview. 

He said Arroyo must have for- 
gotten Sec. 4 (B) of the order he 
drafted. “They shouldn't be ask- 
ing questions about those matters 
because these are matters within 
the cognizance of the commis- 
sion,” the PCGG chair said. 

Sabio also explained that the 
provision was meant “to protect 
the POGG and enable it to exercise 
its powers effectively” since several 
defendants or their lawyers might 
get elected to Congress. 

“And this is what has happened. 
‘Then Executive Secretary Arroyo 
anticipated that Congress might be 
in the hands of people involved in 
ill-gotten wealth cases,” Sabio said. 

Sabio explained ‘that Enrile 
and Angara were defendants in 


izer scam 


your honor, 1 would not have any 
idea. But the election results of Cebu 
will prove that they were supporting 
the administration candidate.” 

Lecciones also said the P3 mil- 
lion released to Kintanar’s district 
had yet to be liquidated. 

“That of Congressman Kintanar, 
which was implemented by the 
municipality of Argao, has not 
been fully liquidated up to now be- 
cause there is a question by the lo- 
cal [Commission of Audit] on the 
reimplementation,” he said. 

He also said the funds allocat- 
ed to Yapha and Cuenco were re- 
leased through the Kasosyo Foun- 
dation, as authorized by Bolante. 


‘Completely false’ 

But Cuenco said that “in the 
first place, no funds were re- 
leased” to him. 

“1 never got hold of any funds. 
TË the insinuation is that 1 re- 
ceived a kickback, or a rebate, 
that's completely false,” he said. 

Cuenco, who represents the 
southern district of Cebu City, said 
he leamed that the fertilizer had 
been given to some of the 14 
“mountain barangays” in his district 
only after the May 2004 elections. 

“I didn't even know that there 
was such a project,” he said, 
adding that the DA had gone 


for poorest 4.1 million 


to pass the 2006 budget, which 
would give all government em- 
ployees, including soldiers and 
police, a pay hike worth P13 bil- 
lion. 


Clueless 

According to Ms Arroyo, the 
funding for these subsidies will 
come from the P35-billion pump- 
priming program set for the first 
quarter of the year, 

But her economic managers 
are reportedly clueless on where 
to get the P35-billion, and how it 
will be spent, given that pump- 
priming normally involves spend- 
ing for big-ticket items that have 
great impact on the economy. 


earmarking P500 million for the 
subsidy of PhilHealth cards. 

The discontinuation of the 
health card subsidies a year after 
they were distributed during the 
2004 campaign season was one 
of the perceived reasons for the 
plunge in Ms Arroyo's approval 
ratings. 

‘At Camp Aguinaldo, the Presi- 
dent promised P500 million for 
the soldiers’ housing program. At 
Camp Crame, she promised P1 
billion to boost the benefits for 
the police force. 

During the anniversary cele- 
bration of the Liberal Party, she 
reiterated her appeal to Congress 


of the President's speeches dur- 
ing her visits to the provinces, 
military camps and depressed ar- 
eas. 

Tn Mandaue City, she an- 
nounced the allocation of P500 
million for the purchase of half- 
priced medicine. 

She pointed out that the 
amount was five times the nor- 
mal budget for this subsidized 
program. 

In Baguio City, Ms Arroyo an- 
nounced a plan to give P500 mil- 
lion more to the cash-strapped 
NFA, to ensure that the prices of 
rice and instant noodles would be 
kept within the masses’ reach. 

In Toledo City, she said she was 


case because Cojuangco, chair 
emeritus of the Nationalist People's 
Coalition (NPC), might have been 
instrumental in convincing former 
Isabela Gov. Faustino Dy Jr, a lead- 
ing NPC member, not to testify 
against the President. 

“If Dy repeated what he told us 
(before the Senate), GMA would 
no longer be there. This is part of 
the compromise,” Chavez said. 

“Sabio has been given the dirty 
task of implementing this agree- 
ment,” he added. 

Dy was supposed to testify after 
‘opposition witness Michaelangelo 
Zuce claimed that election officials 
‘were bribed with “Jueteng” money 
by Ms Arroyo at her La Vista home 
in Quezon City prior to the May 
2004 elections. 


Joker drafted EO 

Sabio cited Section 4 (B) of EO 1, 
which said that “no member or staff 
of the commission shall be required 
to testify or produce evidence in any 


million, P9 million was allotted to 
Cebu Representatives Antonio 
Cuenco (Lakas), Antonio Yapha 
(NPC), and Simeon Kintanar 
(Lakas) with each congressman's 
district receiving P3 million. 

He said the fertilizer bought 
with the fund was delivered in full 
only after the elections, but admit- 
ted that doubts “cannot be avoid- 
ed” that it went to supporters of 
the congressmen, who in tum 
backed Ms Arroyo's campaign. 

Lecciones told reporters after 
the hearing that it was the munic- 
ipal agricultural officers who pre- 
pared the list of farmer-recipients 
of the fertilizer. 

“We can't avoid that. They're 
the ones in charge. Of course, 
[they have] friends or refer- 
ences,” he said in Filipino. 

Lecciones said he had “no 
idea” why the congressmen were 
chosen to receive the money. He 
said the list had come “from the 
central office.” 


Admin candidate 

During the hearing, Sen. 
Edgardo Angara asked Lecciones: 
“Who did these three congress- 
men, lucky beneficiaries of hy- 
brid rice, of inputs, support dur- 
ing the elections?" 

Lecciones replied: “I am soy, 


Sabio said were willing to com- 
promise. 

‘Arroyo said many farmers’ 
groups were also opposed to a 
‘compromise with Cojuangco. + 

“You must remember that these 
cases are about to be finished. 
‘There are already decisions of the 
‘Supreme Court defining the rights 
of the parties here and suddenly 
here comes a compromise agree- 
ment. Why isitlike that?” he said. 

‘Arroyo said there was something 
‘wrong with this kind of deal. 
Reason for Sabio’s silence 

Former Solicitor General Frank 
Chavez may have an explanation 
for Sabio's silence on the deal. 

Chavez said the administration 
was trying to forge a compromise 
with Cojuangco as payback for 
his help in quashing the impeach- 
ment complaint against Ms Ar- 
royo last year. 

‘Chavez said the PCGG was ea- 
ger to forge a deal on the coco levy 


“Agri officials tag Bolante in fertil 


rest was released two to five 
months later, Lecciones said. 

“The testimony of the DA offi- 
cials and the documents presented 
indicated that it was Bolante who 
ordered the release ofthe fund in a 
manner [indicating that it Was) 
used for election purposes in 
2004,” Senate President Franklin 
Drilon later told reporters. 

Drilon said the release of the 
fund was in violation of the law 
stating that recovered Marcos 
money would be solely intended 
for agrarian reform. 

“Certainly, this is evidence that 
is appropriate for the Ombuds- 
manto consider,” he had said. 


Farm inputs 

The P100 million was part of 
the P544-million Marcos money 
allocated to the GMA hybrid rice 
program. Of the P544 million, 
P50 million remained with the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
for farm-to-market roads. 

The Philippine Rice Research 
Institute (and not the Interna- 
tional Rice Research Institute, as 
reported on Sunday) received 
P394 million for hybrid rice 
seeds, and P100 million went to 
the RFUs for “farm inputs and im- 
plements,” or fertilizer. 

Lecciones said that of the P100 


From page Al 
when he refused to answer ques- 
tions related to a reported compro- 
mise deal on the coco levy funds. 

* Asa result, the PCGG was giv- 

en a P1 budget for 2006. It was 

asking fora budget of around P67‏ $ حم 
million.‏ + 

kasë. Arroyo wondered why President 

7 tVlacapagal-Arroyo's administration 

$, wanted to enter into a compromise 

$ „When it had already won initial vic- 

Ku töries in the Supreme Court in the 
es against Cojuangco. 

$e "The preliminary findings of 

Si the Supreme Court favor the gov- 

CC erhment. Since the government is 
E “favored by the tentative findings 
`" ofthe Supreme Court, why enter 

` into an agreement?” he said. 

“e “se is'the losing party that en- 
ters into an agreement, Not the 
"> Winning party,” the senator said.- 
Saj. He also noted that the com- 

plainant in the cases against Co- 
së Juuangco was the government and 
riot the farmer beneficiaries who 
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was the “first time” the DA was 
مساقت‎ as a conduit of agrarian re- 
form funds to be used for fertilizer 
2 "The Senate had been trying to 
م‎ get Bolante, the alleged chief archi- 
po of the P728-million fertilizer 
2 scam, to testify on the matter. 
jut He managed to flee overseas, 
“stipposedly to attend Rotary Inter- 
13 “national conferences. 
> Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Je, 
jose committee on agriculture 
rd food is looking into the scam, 
putting up a bounty for 
{Bplante's immediate arrest. 
Se senator has allocated 
a ,000 in seed money for the 
Zënn and is calling on the public 
Tê pitch in by donating P1 each. 


5 Unsigned MOAs 
E GilGonzales said Bolante's office 
8 Sipfepared the “unsigned” memo- 
| fond of agreement thar “already 
MË îndicated the amounts” to be giv- 
en to each RFU, 

be said Bolante and then 
“Agriculture Secretary Cito Loren- 
a} signed the notice of transfer al- 

ation for the money to be de- 
SE first with Land Bank of 

e Philippines before its release. 

Cer لصحي د وات مو‎ 
zxbleased on May 3, 2004, or a 
geek before the elections. The 
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“President on spending binge 


million schoolchildren in the 
2006-07 schoolyear. 

It said some 41,600 pupils in 
the poorest towns would be sup- 
plied with milk, while a “food for 
work" program would be offered 
to 70,000 families. 

The government reportedly also 
aims to provide start-up capital to 
operate “rolling stores” that will 
sell rice, noodles and other com- 
modities to poor communities. 

‘The government-run National 
Food Authority (NFA) is to supply 
the subsidized food, the report said. 


Dole-outs 
‘The government's multibillion- 
peso dole-outs have been a staple 
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and subsidy program, which is set 
to start within the next two 
months, the French wire agency 
‘Agence France-Presse reported. 

The program is aimed at ad- 
dressing the immediate needs of 
4.1 million Filipinos identified by 
the National Nutrition Council as 
suffering from “severe hunger,” 
the Neda said in a statement. 

It said food aid would also be 
given to 1.4 million Filipinos, 
while lower-priced food com- 
modities would be made avail- 
able to 2.9 million others, 

The APP report said that under 
the planned program, the govem- 
ment would give a kilogram (2.2 
pounds) of rice each week to 1.23 
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ing the country’s major source of 
agriculture products. 

Forty percent of the Philippine 
population of about 85 million 
lives on $2 a day or less, accord- 
ig to the World Bank. 


4.1M recipients 

Hewing to the same theme, the 
National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority yesterday an- 
nounced an initiative to bring 
food aid or subsidized food to 4.1 
million Filipinos living in extreme 
Poverty. 

‘The Neda appealed to the pri- 
vate sector and local govern- 
ments to join the food assistance 
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rures of having a quiet, suburban environment to go 

home to-things that would have otherwise been diffi- 

uk to enjoy in the city. At Celadon, you can step out 

side your door and be greeted with fresh air or have a 

barbecue at the backyard with friends and family. You'll 

be able to give your kids that Labrador they've 

ways wanted and you can bask under the buttery sun- 

to your own garden on a lazy after- E 

y, you will have the chance to 

five the life of comfort and luxury that you have always 
wanted. 
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On rare occasions, however, the best things in life 
show up at our doorstep. 

Ayala Land, through its urban lifestyle experts, Cor 
munity Innovations, brings 2 fresh breeze to the jam- 
packed bustle of Manila with Celadon Residences San 
Lazaro: the modern suburb bver to grace this key part of 
Metro Manila. 

Conveniently located at the for 
Lazaro Hippodrome along AH. Lacson (formerly Ger 
Forbes) in Sta. Cruz, Manila, Celadon Residences was 
created 
‘city living but don't want to leave their roots behind. Sit- 
uated strategically near the city proper and within 20 
minutes from Binondo, the residences are a green, se- 
cure sanctuary filled with amenities previously available 
only in more distant locations. The finest Chinese educa- 
tional institutions like Chiang Kai Shek, Uno High 
School and St. Stephen High School as well as the Uni- 
versity Belt are easily accessible. The Chinese General 
Hospital and USTs medical facilities are just within the 
vicinity For recreation, Robinson's Place Manila, SM San 
Lazaro and SM Manila are a few minutes away. Best of 
all, the residences are managed by no less than the Ayala 
Property Management Corporation, the most trusted 
name in real estate property supervision-ensuring 2 se- 
cure, well-maintained community for years to come. 

‘Whether its swimming, shooting a game of basket- 
ball with your neighbor, or watching your chil 
‘bounce around the kids’ zone, this exclusive litle village 
(only 200 units will be made available) has everything 
you need to relax. On the flipside, the grand pavilion is 
ideally situated for all of your private functions so you 
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Comimission would launch a PS-million cam- 
paign to inform Filipinos about efforts to 
amend the Constitution, 


House committee rejects No-El 

In the House of Representatives, the com- 
mittee on constitutional amendments, voting 
14-3, adopted a motion by Rep. Roilo Golez of 
Parafiaque City to reject any amendment that 
would scrap next year’s polls. 

Golez said this would allay speculation that 
no-election was part of a “hidden agenda.” 

‘The House committee also approved a mo- 
tion by Rep. Teodoro Locsin of Makati City re- 
jecting any proposals to extend the terms of 
local officials and legislators. 


No election repulsive 

“This sends a big signal that the committee 
finds implicit bribes repulsive and abhor- 
rent,” Locsin said. 

‘On Sunday, the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines issued a pastoral state- 
ment categorically declaring opposition to 
any moves to scrap the 2007 election. 

In effect, the CBCP supported former Presi- 
dent Fidel V Ramos, who had warned Ms Ar- 
royo that canceling next years balloting 
would be a “monumental blunder” 

Ms Arroyo's handpicked Consultative Com 
mission had recommended that the 2007 polls 
be called off to pave the way for the full function- 
ing of the parliamentary system in 2010. 

“The commission also had proposed that the 
three-year terms of the members of the House 
of Representatives that will run out next 
year—as well as half the 24 senators’ 
terms—be extended to 2010. The Senate, un- 
der this plan, would be abolished and the 
Senators would sit in an interim parliament. 


Last nail on coffin 

‘The 122-member CBCP said that while certain 
aspects of the Constitution needed revision, it did 
not support “hasty efforts to change this funda- 
mental law of the land” without widespread dis- 
cussion and the participation of the people. 

‘The prelates also said the amendments would 
be better done by a constitutional convention. 

Critics of Ms Arroyo's move to amend the Con- 
stitution have charged that the 58-year-old Presi- 
dent wanted a graceful way out after surviving 
an impeachment attempt in Congress last year. 

‘The impeachment move, killed by Ms Ar- 
royo's majority allies in the House, followed 
disclosures in wiretapped conversations pur- 
portedly between her and former Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano. 

The opposition said the recordings showed 
Ms Arroyo manipulated the 2004 presidential 
‘election—a charge she has vehemently denied. 

“The approval by the committee on constitu- 
tional amendments of my motion to abhor, to 
renounce and reject No-El (no election) should 
be the last nail on the coffin of the immoral and 
indecent proposal to serap the 2007 elections. 
No-El should be considered buried,” Golez said 


Everybody has relatives 

“When the issue of term extensions is 
brought up, there is deafening silence even 
from the opposition. It seems everybody has 
relatives everywhere,” Locsin said before the 
committee voted on the proposal to scrap 
constitutional term and tenure extensions. 

The little speech appeared to work as none 
of the members of the committee, some of 
whom had relatives who were elected to posi- 
tions in the local government units, objected 
tohis motion. 

Rep. Constantino Jaraula of Cagayan de 
Oro City, however, said that the measures 
adopted yesterday would still be subject to 
plenary debates and could be overturned. Ja- 
Taula is the administration's point man in the 
House Charter change initiative 

‘The House committee has stepped up debates 
on Charter change after a caucus of the ruling 
Lakas-CMD last month gave full support to Ms Ar- 
royo's moves toward the parliamentary system. 

Malacañang has been flip-flopping on the 
no-election issue. 

Just before the bishops met, Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita had said that Ms Arroyo had 
not budged from her no election position. This 
was after a Council of State meeting suggested, 
according to Bunye, that most of those who spoke 
were for going ahead with the 2007 balloting 


No turning back 

Speaker Jose de Venecia said in an interview 
with the INQUIRER that the House was pushing 
the nation toward the parliamentary system. 

“Absolutely, therës no turning back. If we 
move rapidly, we move now,” said De Venecia. 

“We appreciate the historic decision of the 
bishops and the archbishops to now go for 
Charter change. That is a breakthrough, a 
welcome positive constructive criticism. That 
is terrific and we salute that.” 

Bur he said the CBCPS mode of amending 
the Charter—through a constitutional conven- 
tion (ConCon)—was “something that we could 
not support at this time because of the delay of 
two to four years and the incredible cost—we 
need P8 billion which we don’t have.” 

“The constituent assembly—the House and 
the Senate working together—can finish its 
work in 45 days to two months, while a con- 
stitutional convention will take two to four 
years, according to De Venecia. 

‘At two ConCon delegates for 212 congres- 
sional districts, “you have 424 new politicians 
twice the size of Congress, so those things should 
be studied carefully by our beloved bishops,” 

De Venecia said there was no argument 
about the need for electoral reforms such as 
computerization of the polls and pushing 
through with the 2007 elections. 

“We are in favor of elections in 2007. There's a 
moral dimension that we cannot move to extend 
our terms of office. That is irregular,” he said. 
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Twist to love story: Ex-wife barred from seeing Faeldon 


brother on Sunday so he was sur- 
prised that he was refused entry 
yesterday. 

Isafp chief Brig. Gen. Marlu 
Quevedo said immediate family 
members should coordinate with 
Isafp first before visiting. 

Quevedo told reporters only im- 
mediate family members were al- 
lowed to visit detainees at the Isafp. 


away at 


Rivas, a lawyer, has so far not 
asked to see a lawyer or any of 
her family from her native Mam- 


Pulido and Faeldon's brother 


Aguinaldo yesterday. Cesar Fael- 
don said he was allowed to see his 


busao, Capiz. 
‘Turned away 


Cesar were turned 


videos of himself inside military 
and police camps around the 


Even after his arrest, two more 
videos of Faeldon were released 
showing him at the AFP Central 
Command headquarters in Cebu 
City and inside the military head- 
quarters in Camp Aguinaldo ít- 


was wearing the same shirt he 
had on in a video taken of him 
last Saturday noon, which was al- 
so released by the military. 

While still on the run, Faeldon 
himself released a string of “video 
propaganda.” 

Before his capture, Faeldon re- 
leased through his website, 
wwwpilipino.org.ph, three 


country. 


self. 


Bishops told: Chalices, bells, etc. ... 


It was this group which reportedly pushed 
for the pastoral statement on mining. 

Ledesma said the bishops were also “inter- 
ested” in the Malacafiang dialogue if only to 
bring up the problems of their flocks over 
mining operations. 

The prelate cited the mining accident on 
Rapu-Rapu Island, where effluents contain- 
ing cyanide were released last year from tail- 
ing dams into adjacent bodies of water, caus- 
ing fishkills in the coastal community. 


Second meeting 

The Monday dinner was believed to be the 
second Ms Arroyo has had in Malacafiang 
with bishops in about six months. 

During a plenary gathering of bishops in 
July 2005—at the height of the “Hello Garci” 
‘wiretap scandal—at least three bishops were 
fetched from the Pope Pius XII Catholic Cen- 
terin Manila for a dinner at the Palace, the IN- 
QUIRER had learned. d 

‘The meeting was later confirmed by then 
CBCP president Archbishop Fernando Capal- 
la, who said, however, that he wasn’t there. 


No intervention 

‘Atleast two Church officials told the INguIRER 
at the time that the dinner meeting was on the 
mounting calls for Ms Arroyo's resignation. 

House Deputy Majority Leader Antonio 
Cerilles, in a statement yesterday, said the 
Church could give moral guidance to political 
leaders but not intrude in governance 

“The Church can ... help us on the ground 
on how to confront poverty. If we eliminate 
poverty, people will have more time to attend 
to Church services and do their religious obli- 
gations,” he said. With reports from Michael 
Lim Ubac and PDI Research) 


Mass utensils and religious statues. 
“Developing our mineral resources would 
be a great opportunity for Mindanao to in- 
crease its contribution to the national coffers,” 
said Barbers, whose province boasts of copper, 
gold, nickel, silver and chromite deposits. 
Referring to the CBCP's concern about “en- 
vironmental tragedies” resulting from mining 
activities, Barbers said: “We should not be 
afraid of our past experiences.” 
“It is time to correct our mistakes and stop 
being prisoners of our history” he added. 
Barbers said the government’ policy was an- 
chored on the premise that mining would bring 
economic growth and ease poverty based on 
the principle of sustainable development. 


Agood sign 

“Mining is certainly not ‘destructive’ and 
‘evil.’ How can it be if its main purpose is to al- 
leviate poverty and improve the lives of our 
people?” he said. 

Ipil Bishop Antonio Ledesma, CBCP vice 
president, said Malacafiang’s decision to talk 
with the bishops was “a good sign.” 

“it means that it is ready to dialogue with 
the bishops about (mining),” Ledesma told 
reporters. 

‘Arguelles said he was invited but could not 
make it because he had to return to Batangas. 
He said the invitation was made by “word of 
mouth.” 

He said other prelates also failed to go be- 
cause of previous engagements. 


Rapu-Rapu incident 

One Church official said Ms Arroyo invited 
primarily the 21 bishops of Mindanao and a 
few from the Visayas familiar with mining ac- 
tivities in their dioceses. 


Mobile sex clients increase ... 


Officials who attended the National Dis- 
semination Forum on HIV and AIDS in Pasay 
City yesterday agreed that the figures did not 
completely reflect the extent of the problem. 
Thats because many persons with AIDS re- 
main in hiding for fear of discrimination. 

Health Secretary Francisco Duque NI said that 
of the 11,200 known persons with AIDS/HIV 
8,000 were in the general population. 

“all signs are pointing that our window of 
opportunity may be fast closing and that 
soon, we may be facing the dreaded un- 
known—an epidemic explosion that can take 
shape in just a few years or decades,” he 
warmed in a speech. “No one can predict if 
and when an epidemic will strike.” 

Duque blamed the unabated sexually trans- 
mitted infections (STD, low condom use, unsafe 
work environment, ignorance ofthe risks among 
the youth, and the growing community of IDUs. 


High prevalence of hepa-C 

In Cebu, which registered the first IDU in- 
fections since 1996, the IHBSS found out that 
81 percent of drug users interviewed and test- 
ed had hepatitisC. 

“The very high prevalence of hepatitis-C indi- 
cates that there is widespread needle- and sy- 
ringe-sharing in the population, a behavior that 
also facilitates HIV transmission,” according to 
the report which had a total of 243 samples. 

Overall, the study involved 12,503 respon- 
dents classified as female sex workers, men hav- 
ing sex with men, men who consulted 511 clin- 
ics, male customers of sex workers and IDUs. 

The feared epidemic triggered by nee- 
dle-sharing can be illustrated by the current 
situation in Cebu. 

According to the IHBSS, 62 percent of IDUs 
there had sex in the past 12 months prior to 
the study. 

Fifty-two percent of them had a regular or 
casual sex partner, 10 percent of whom were 
needle users. 

Fourteen percent of IDUs who had sex in 
the past year were customers of sex workers. 


Defined by occupation 

The IHBSS included 3,328 occupational 
cohorts of men, meaning “men defined by 
their occupation who were known to be fre- 
quent clients of sex workers.” 

‘The highest prevalence of clients were 
found among vegetable dealers in Baguio (72 
percent), bus drivers in Pasay (52 percent), tri- 
cycle drivers in Angeles City (37 percent) and 
construction workers in Davao (35 percent). 

There is one bright spot in all this. In 1993, 
a study using the Epimodel (a computer pro- 
gram used to estimate and project AIDS cas- 
es) said there were roughly 58,000 Filipinos 
with HIV/AIDS. It projected that the number 
would shoot up to 92,000 by 2000. 


Complacent 

The latest finding showed only a 0.03 
prevalence rate. However, Duque pointed out 
that that translated to 11,200 people aged be- 
tween 15 and 49. 

“We can't afford to be complacent. The 
fight against AIDS continues,” said Jon Lind- 
borg, UNAIDS Philippines mission director. 
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Baguio City, bus drivers in Pasay City, tricyde 
drivers in Angeles City and construction workers 
in Davao City. 

Indeed, the face of HIV/AIDS in the coun- 
try is changing and it doesn't look pretty. 

‘The number of in- 
fected Filipinos 
jumped to 11,200 last 
year from only 6,000 
in 2002, according to 
the results of the 
“workbook” method 
made available by the 
United Nations Pro- 
gram for HIV/AIDS 
and the World Health 
Organization. 

This approach is 
P9000 | used in countries like 
3 the Philippines with 

~, low-level epidemics, 

meaning the HIV 

prevalence here is 

less than 5 percent of 
the population. 


Also alarming 
Another alarming 
finding was that two 
cases involving inject- 
ing drug users (IDUs) 
had been discovered 
in Cebu by the Inte- 
grated HIV Behavioral 
and Serologic Surveil- 
lance (IHBSS) con- 
ducted by the Depart- 
ment of Health. 


P1200 


15400 


167 Sot E. Rivera St.. Quezon City 
a Fax No: 362-0624 


New line of compact dimensioned 
sofa sets, ideal for condos and other 
areas where space is at a premium. 


2 Seater -128 x 70 


Stool - 39 x 39 


لك 15500 


2 Seater vii storage- 


[Finiture] 


From page Al 


‘Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert Ace Barbers 
made the statement following the call of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines for the repeal of the Mining Act and the 
scrapping of concessions on the grounds that 
mining operations threatened the environ- 
ment. 


Dinner at Palace 

Apparently concerned over the strong 
CBCP statement, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo quietly invited some of the bishops to 
dinner in Malacafiang on Monday night to 
discuss the issue, some bishops said. 

“GMA wanted a dialogue,” Lipa Archbishop 
Ramon Arguelles said. “It was intended to ex- 
plain the side of Malacafiang on mining.” 

‘About 30 bishops were invited. Only 12 re- 
portedly attended the dinner, according to a 
CBCP source. 

Barbers, in a statement, said Filipinos depend- 
ed each day of their lives on the mining industry. 

“We cannot do away without it, not even 
the Church," he said. 

‘The congressman pointed out that mining 
was the “ultimate source” of raw materials 
needed to build churches and manufacture 
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From page Al room seated across from each 
other and about to eat a meal. 

Faeldon, smiling sheepishly 
with his hands cuffed, offered a 
plate of rice to someone seated 
beside him. Rivas was also smil- 
ing nervously. 

A man off camera asked some- 
oneto remove Faeldon's handcuffs. 
But Faeldon, still smiling, mum- 
bled, “OK lang sir [Its OK sir].” 

Throughout the video clip, the 
alleged lovers avoided looking at 
each other. 

It was the first video of the two 
that Isafp released since Faeldon 
was arrested with Rivas on Jan. 
27. Isafp released the video to 
disprove the claim of Faeldon’s 
lawyer, Roel Pulido, that the two 
were being maltreated. (See re- 
lated story on Page A2.) 

Faeldon, an alleged Oakwood 
mutiny leader, had been a fu, 
tive since Dec. 14 when he es- 
caped from his military escorts 
outside the Makati Regional Trial 
Court building. 

Rivas was one of the military 
prosecutors in the mutineers’ 
general court-martial. 


marriage annulled early last year. 
‘They are childless. Faeldon has 
an 18-year-old son from a previ- 
ous relationship. 

“| appeal to the Isafp to let me in. 
Ijust want to see Nick,” Untalan, in 
tears, told reporters. She said she 
and Faeldon split because “he 
loved the country more.” 

She refused to believe reports 
that her ex-husband had found a 
new love in Rivas, 33, who is single. 

“They don't have a relationship. 
1 just know," Untalan insisted. 


Playing up romantic angle 

Faeldon himself has denied 
any relationship with Rivas, say- 
ing the military was playing up 
the romantic angle to downplay 
the support he was getting from 
his brothers in arms. 

But military sources said the 
romance began last year when 
Faeldon and Rivas frequented the 
badminton court inside the Isafp 
compound. 


Lovers in detention 

Isafp released an undated , 
12-second video yesterday of the “Video propaganda’ 
alleged lovers in detention. The The Isafp video was not dated. 
two officers were shown in a But reporters noted that Faeldon 
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tion, it said. 

‘Another Paris-based press freedom group, ' 
Reporters Without Borders, reported this 
month that 63 journalists were killed in 2005; 
while the Committee to Protect Journalists ` 
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RP still 2nd to Iraq as most dangerous for journalists 


group to show that Iraq was the most dangerous 
‘county in which journalists worked in 2005. 
‘Twenty-two journalists were killed in Iraq, 
the group said. In second was the Philippines, 
where seven journalists were killed in retalia- 


Association of Newspapers reported Monday. 
“The report by the Paris based organization was 
the third this month from a leading press advocacy 
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PARIS—FIFTY-EIGHT JOURNALISTS AND 
media staffers were killed worldwide last year, 
more than a third of them in iraq, the World 
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law victims 
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tion for their reporting on crime and corrup- New York put the number at 47. AP' 
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‘Commission on Good 
Government _ yester- 
day urged Congress 
to approve a bill that 
would make legal the 
allocation of P10 bil- 
lion from the recov- 
ered Marcos ill-gotten 
assets for the com- 
pensation. of victims 
of rights abuse during 
the Marcos regime, 
“The ball is now in 
their (Congress) 
hands, they should 
pass the bill for the 
enactment of the 
law” said PCGG 
Commissioner Ricar- 
do Abcede. 
Abcede also said the 
PCGG was not in a po- 
sition to answer how 
the Marcos assets were 
spent as the agency's 
sole function was to 
remit the funds to the 
Department of Agri- 
culture for the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program. 
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Hamas warned: Change or lose aid 


doleezza Rice, who had been 
pushing for a strong statement 
against Hamas from the Quartet, 
reiterated that the militant group 
must adapt. 

“There are responsibilities 
which come with governing,” she 
said at the news conference, 
adding that the Palestinians de- 
served a better life. 

The Palestinian Authority faces 
a huge budget crunch and the 
Quartet made clear that, mindful 
of the needs of the Palestinian 
people, it would continue to sup- 
port Abbas’ caretaker govern- 
ment. 

Its important to note that we 
do believe that Abu Mazen de- 


serves to be supported,” said 
Rice, referring to Abbas’ nick- 
name. 

UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
nan said if Hamas changed it 
could hope for engagement with 
the international community 

“TË Hamas... transforms itself 
from an armed movement into a 
political party respecting the 
rules of the game... 1 think the in- 
ternational community should be 
able to work with them.” 

Both Hamas and Abbas, whose 
Fatah party lost at the polls 
against Hamas in last week's par- 
Tiamentary elections, appealed 
earlier to foreign donors to lift 
threats to cut vital aid. Reuters 


YEAR OF THE DOG 
YOUNG girl looks at windmill fans which are supposed to 


bring good fortune. 


Al-Qaida’s Zawahri 


wm 


survives US air strike 


DUBAI—AL-QAIDAS DEPUTY 
leader Ayman al-Zawahri blasted 
US President George W. Bush as a 
“butcher” in a video tape aired on 
Monday, saying a recent US air 
strike targeting him had killed 
only innocent people. 

Tn the tape aired by Al Jazeera 
television on Monday, Zawahri, 
Osama bin Laden's right-hand man, 
also mentioned a truce which the 
al-Qaida leader had offered the 
United States in an audio tape aired 
earlier this month. 

“US warplanes have launched a 
raid... on a village near Peshawar 
just after the Eid al-Adha (feast) in 
‘which 18 Muslim men, women and 
children were Killed in their (US) 
fight against jihad which they call 
terrorism,” he said, referring to the 
January air strike in Pakistan. “They 
said this was intended to kill myself 
and four of my brothers but now the 
whole world has discovered the US 
lies and their failure and brutality” 

“Iwill meet my fate (death) as set 
by God the Almighty but if my time 
did not come you (US President the Sept. 11 attacks on New York 
George W) Bush or all the powers and Washington. Reuters 
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US hostage Carrollin video appeal 
DUBAI—Kidnapped US journalist Jili Carroll made a harrowing appeal for her 
release in a video from an iraqi militant group broadcast by the Arab news 
channel Al Jazeera on Monday. It was not possible to make out the exact words 
‘of Carroll, who was pictured wearing a white headscarf covering her neck and 
shoulders, in tears and pleading in clear emotional distress. “The journalist 
called on her family, her colleagues and Americans throughout the world to ask 
the US military authorities and the iraqi interior ministry to free all Iraqi prison- 
ers, saying this could contribute to her release,” Al Jazeera's presenter sald. 
Carrol was abducted on Jan. 7 in Baghdad by armed men who shot dead her 
Interpreter. AFP 


Trial of ex-Enron CEOs begins 

HOUSTON—A jury was selected on Monday to weigh the fate of Ken Lay and 
Jettrey Skilling, who presided over Enron's remarkable rise to become Ameri- 
ca's seventh-largest company and dizzying fall in one of Wall Street's greatest 
‘scandals. The panel of eight women and four men were sworn in by US District 
Judge Sim Lake at a downtown Houston courthouse just blocks from the 
gleaming skyscraper that once housed Enron, clearing the way for opening 
‘statements on Tuesday. “The parties and the court have placed substantial con- 
fidence in your ability to reach a fair and impartial verdict in this case,” Lake told 
the jury. Reuters 


Canadian serial killer pleads innocence 
VANCOUVER—Pig farmer and accused serial killer Robert William Pickton plead- 
‘ed not guilty Monday to murdering 27 sex trade workers who disappeared from 
Vancouver's notorious skid row over a 25 year-period. As Canada's largest mass 
‘murder tal began, outside the court bulding aboriginal drummers chanted and 
dozens of supporters held up a fabric banner bearing the names of dozens of 
missing women. Pickton, 66, was arrested four years ago at his family's pig farm 
in Port Coquitlam where he raised and butchered pigs. Pickton was : ty sus- 
‘pect in the disappearances over 25 years of more than 60 women, all of whom 
vanished from Vancouver's squalid Downtown Eastside. ARP 


on earth... cannot bring it one sec- 
ond closer” Zawahri began the tape 
by saying “my first message is to the 
butcher Bush... you are not only a 
defeated liar, you are, with aid from 
God, scared, a failure and a bad 
omen for your nation. You have 
brought disaster to your country 
and will bring more.” Broadcasting 
more of Zawahrîs remarks, Jazeera 
later said he invited Bush to become 
a Muslim. “Should you accept, you 
become a brother and God forgives 
you all that is past.” Reacting to the 
new tape, White House spokesper- 
son Scott McClellan said: “The al- 
Qaida leadership is clearly on the 
run and under a lot of pressure.” 
“ALQaida remains a lethal and de- 
termined enemy,” he said. 

“Ne continue to take the threat 
from al-Qaida seriously, and contin- 
ue to all those who seek to 
do us harm.” The US State Depart- 
ment said officials were analyzing 
the tape for its authenticity, but 
downplayed its significance as it 
continues to battle al-Qaida after 


spokesperson Sami Abu Zuhri 
said. 

European Union foreign policy 
chief Javier Solana told reporters 
afterward it could take up to 
three months before a new Pales- 
tinian government was formed 
and vital EU funding would con- 
tinue at least until then. 

“If these conditions are met 
then we stand ready to continue 
(to fund the Palestinian Authori- 
ty)” said Solana. “If they do not 
change then it will be very diffi- 
cult," he added. 

Last year, the EU gave the 
Palestinian Authority 500 million 
euros ($615 million). 

US Secretary of State Con- 


tance to any new government 
would be reviewed by donors 
against that government's com- 
mitment to the principles of non- 
violence, recognition of Israel, 
and acceptance of previous 
agreements and obligations,” 
said a statement by the Quartet. 

Hamas immediately rejected 
the conditions listed by the Quar- 
tet and said it was up to Israel to 
change. 

“The Quartet should have de- 
manded an end to (Israeli) occu- 
pation and aggression... not de- 
manded that the victim should 
recognize the occupation and 
stand handcuffed in the face of 
the aggression” Hamas 


Danish editor apologizes 
for ‘offensive’ cartoons 


COPENHAGEN—THE EDITOR 
of a Danish newspaper which 
printed cartoons of the Prophet 
Mohammed apologized Monday 
as anger spread throughout the 
Muslim world, threatening trade 
and security repercussions for 
Nordic countries. 

“These cartoons were not in 
violation of Danish law but 
have irrefutably offended many 
Muslims, and for that we apolo- 
gize," wrote Jyllands-Posten 
daily editor in chief Carsten 
Juste in a letter to the Petra 


news agency in Jordan. 

Published last September, the 
12 cartoons included portrayals 
of the Prophet wearing a time- 
bomb shaped turban and showed 
him as a knife-wielding nomad 
flanked by shrouded women. 

Initially passing with litle 
comment, they were later 
reprinted in a Norwegian maga- 
zine, prompting an international 
uproar and calls for an apology 
from leading Muslims. 

Muslims regard images of the 
prophet as blasphemous. AFP 
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LONDON—WORLD POWERS TRYING TO BRO- 
ker Middle East peace said Islamic militant group 
Hamas must reject violence and recognize the 
state of Israel or risk losing vital aid when it forms 
a new Palestinian government. 


But the so-called Quartet, 
made up of Russia, the European 
Union, the United States and the 
United Nations, stressed after a 
meeting in London that interna- 
tional donors would continue to 
aid the caretaker government of 
President Mahmoud Abbas, at 
least until a new government was 
formed. 


The goal was to give Hamas, 
which won a shock victory in 
Palestinian parliamentary elec- 
tions last week, some breathing 
space to change its policies before 
forming a new government, pos- 
sibly within three months, said 
US and EU officials. 

“The Quartet concluded that it 
was inevitable that future assis- 
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Date : January 30, 2006 

JO. ALL PRIVATE GRAINS BUSINESSMEN 
(QROWOUALS AND ENTITIES) 

FROM: THENFAADMNISTRATOR 

SUBJECT ` GENERAL GUIDELINES ON THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL PRIVATE GRAINS 
BUSINESSMEN (INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES) IN THE IMPORTATION OF 
ADDITONAL RICE FOR YEAR 2006 
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Former Miss Universe talks about housing 


means of livelihood, to make sure they can pay 
the rent. Those who have none are taught skills 
for different occupations according to their in- 
clinations, Habitat has a separate department 
for this. 

Habitat has partnerships with religious and 
social organizations that organize the women 
into home groups to teach them more home- 
making skills. They teach the families social 
manners and morals. Thus, you won't find in 
Habitat communities men walking about half- 
naked or see them in drinking sprees or gam- 
bling. Their surroundings, inside and out, are 
always clean. And, get this, each unit is provid- 
ed with Toto brand toilets, donated by the 
company. 

Compare that to the unruly, deadbeat and ir- 
responsible tenants of government housing 
projects or, worse, to the filth, violence and dis- 
ease-ridden squatter communities that local 
government units allow to grow in their terri- 
tories. 

Why am writing all these? Because the gov- 
ernment can learn a lot from Habitat to adjust 
its housing policy which right now is like pour- 
ing the people's money into a bottomless pit. 
‘The government can spend quadrillions of 
money on squatter housing but it would never 
be able to solve the problem. On the contrary, it 
would be worse because the present policy on- 
ly encourages more squatting. 

For one, the Urban Development and Hous- 
ing Act, better known as the Lina Law, should 
either be repealed or amended. This, as well as 
the law that decriminalized squatting, have 
‘made squatting a hundred times worse. 

In the second place, the Lina Law is not be- 
ing implemented strictly anyway. Only the pro- 
vision favoring squatters are enforced. The law 
punishes professional squatters and squatting 
syndicates, but have you heard of a squatting 
syndicate that has been prosecuted in court? 
Yet, behind every squatter community is a 
squatting syndicate. 

(More later) 


It was a Burns Supper, held in memory of the 
18th Scottish bard, Robert Burns, who wrote 
enviably romantic poems and lived an even 
more enviably romantic life, The supper is 
meant to produce witty and erudite speeches 
and banter: 1 wondered while I was there why 
we didn't have similar celebrations for Balag- 
tas, the Filipino bard, born only 29 years after 
Bums—1788 to Burns’ 1759. But then 1 won- 
dered how many Filipinos now even know Bal- 
agtas, My generation at least had “Florante at 
Laura” as required reading in Pilipino. That 
was part of “Diwang Kayumanggi," the othe 
half of "Balarila." 1 wondered how many Fil 
fpinos can still recite the immortal lines: “O 
pagibig na makapangyarihan.../Pag ikaw ay 
nasok sa puso ninuman/ Hahamakin ang lahat 
masunod ka lamang.” 

While at this, I remembered again the studies 
made by several scholars in the 19905 on the at 
titudes of public elementary school kids to thei! 
‘world, Most of them listed as their preferred na 
tionality American, Japanese or Saudi Arabian 
Filipino only came fourth, The last, two ot 
course, owed to the OFW phenomenon which 
had already begun to rage then, Japan and Sau 
di being the staple employers. Most of them pre 
ferred American heroes to local ones, some 
even knowing the story of Washington and the 
cherry tree. Most of them preferred the heroes 
of Marvel and DC comics to those of local ones. 

‘To this day, the Filipino Dream continues to 
be the Filipino Tragedy, which is to own a green 
card or become an American citizen, Crooks in 
government continue to stash their loot in Swiss 
banks and San Francisco real estate, unlike 
their Asian counterparts who stash thelr loot 
ny under thelr plow, ‘metaphorically speah 
ing, of course. Elsewhere, being Thai, being 
American, being Iranian ot indeed being Irat: 
‘means knowing your heroes and your poets 
finding it inconceivable to be other than That 
‘American or Iranian (or Iraqi, being a litte pas 
sionate about the land of your birth, 

The SWS says 4 out of 5 Filipinos are proud 
to be Filipino. Yes, but what exactly does being 
Filipino mean? 


As ا‎ See it 


Neal H. Gruz 


prices to squatter beneficiaries, The squatters 
sell the rights to the units and then go back to 
squatting, wait to be relocated again and repeat 
the same procedure. This does not solve the 
squatting problem but encourages more ofitbe- 
cause it proves that crime pays; there is plenty 
of money in squatting. The government spends 
billions of pesos for housing units intended for 
the homeless but the units end up in the hands 
of well-to-do speculators who buy off the bene- 
ficiaries who go back to squatting, If this prac- 
tice isn't stopped, the government will run out 
of money and land but the squatting problem 
will be bigger than ever. Such a policy only en- 
courages more squatting, 

‘Where does Habitats capital come from? 
From donations (they're tax deductible). The 
international Habitat organization provides a 
30 percent counterpart fund for every peso 
that the Philippine Habitat raises. Thus, it is 
important for the beneficiaries to pay the rent 
faithfully so that Habitat can continue building 
more homes for unfortunates like them. 

‘Moran reported happily that Habitat has a 
payback rate from beneficiaries of 85 to 100 
percent. Compare that to the payback rates at 
government housing projects where arrear- 
ages range from 80 to 100 percent. In fact, 
some government beneficiaries move into the 
units without any intention of paying at all. 
‘These are the ones who sell the rights to their 
units and then go back to squatting. They find 
this practice very profitable, and the govern- 
mentis too dense and incompetent to stop it. 

How does Habitat choose the beneficiaries? 
Local organizations choose those who have a 
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making some money in jueteng or lotto at that 
time of year. 

Its the finding that most Filipinos being 
proud to be Filipino that perplexes me. It 
seems to fly in the face of evidence. Assuming 
the Social Weather Stations got it right, or 4 
out 5 Filipinos expressly articulated it in those 
terms, it seems to me to raise only more prob- 
lems than it solves. Chief of them: What is it 
that we are really proud of? What does “being 
Filipino” really mean to us? 

Tdo know that Filipino OFWs can be horren- 
dously homesick and feel suicidal—or homici- 
dal—abroad, and kiss the ground upon land- 
ing at Naia fortified by cognac liberally and lib- 
ertinely consumed in PAL planes. 1 do know 
that Filipinos get fiercely nostalgic about 
Christmas and fiestas, and hang Pec Pifion 
paintings depicting rustic scenery on thelr 
walls along with icons of the Virgin Mary and 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus with the words "God 
bless our home” in them. I do know that Fil- 
fipinos thrill to the victory of Manny Pacquiao 
and would like nothing better than to make 
him president, which he looked alongside 
GMA last Friday, GMA looking more like a poor 
imitation of Don King, I do know that Filipinos 
then liked singing Florantës "Ako'y Isang 
Pinoy” and now like singing Orange and 
Lemons’ “Pinoy Ako,” even though the latter 
labors under a cloud of plagiarism, a humon- 
gously ironic, if unwitting, commentary on be- 
ing Pinoy, 

Beyond this, however, 1 don't know what 
“pride in being Filipino” really means. Last Fri- 
day, I attended an event at New World spon- 
sored by the local Scottish community, cour- 
tesy of my friend Billy Esposo who is hali-Scot. 


IT WAS “BEAUTY AND THE BEASTS” AT THE 
Kapihan sa Manila last Monday. The guests 
were one of the world’s most beautiful women, 
former Miss Universe Margie Moran, and two 
politicians pushing Charter change. 

Moran explained the project of Habitat, an 
NGO providing homes for the homeless. She 
was assisted by Raul Hernandez, a member of 
Habitats board of trustees. 

‘The politicians, Gov. Leandro Verceles Jr. of 
Catanduanes and Councilor Carlo Fortuna of 
Mandaue City, tried to convince the audi- 
ence—unsuecessfully, as it turned our—about 
the merits of changing our Constitution and 
system of government, 

Habitat is not a government agency. It is a 
private organization that uses private money 
to build homes for those who have none. And 
unlike the government, it does not pamper or 
spoil the squatters with handouts. It proceeds 
on the principle of self-help. It constructs one- 
story row houses or three-story apartment 
buildings, but the beneficiaries have to help 
build them. Thus, they can say with pride that 
they built their homes with their own hands. 

‘They are first taught carpentry, masonry, 
plumbing, painting, electrical installation, 
etc, before being let loose on the construction. 
After the work is finished, they not only have 
new homes for themselves, they also have 
learned new skills. Afterwards, they have to 
help build homes for other beneficiaries, 

‘The homes are made of strong materials— 
concrete and wood—prefabricated and shipped 
and assembled on the site. The living amenities 
in each unit include a loft for extra space. The 
units come in various sizes (the beneficiaries 
can choose what they want), but they also rent 
out for different rates, from only P250 a month 
for the single-story row house to a maximum 
P1,200 for the biggest units on the upper floors 
of the apartment blocks. The units are not sold, 
and so they cannot be sold to third parties. 

‘This is a big improvement on the government 
practice of selling housing units at giveaway 


MAHAR MANGAHAS HAD SOME STARTLING 
revelations the other day. “Pride in being Filipino 
is very high and impervious to crises.” “Public 
morale and equanimity are dented but inde- 
structible,” the yearend figures last year showing 
4 out of 5 Filipinos looked toward the New Year 
with hope rather than with dread. Most Filipinos 
also still preferred democracy “even though it 
hasn't been working well lately.” 

Well, only the first one is really startling. 
‘The preference for democracy is borne out by 
figures that continue to show most Filipinos 
believe GMA cheated in the elections and want 
her out. It is shown as well by the lack of enthu- 

sm for Charter change, most people figuring 
itis not the solution to the problem. Most peo- 
ple still believe in democracy; they just don't 
quite know yet what to do with a usurper who 
refuses to go. 

‘That most Filipinos look at the future with 
hope rather than dread may be explained by 
several things. Not completely facetiously, the 
Chinese calendar proclaims this year, which 
began last Sunday—Kung Hei Fat Choy every- 
oncl—the year of the Fire Dog, which is given 
to idealism, peace and prosperity. I've always 
Joked that that probably means GMA will be 
{gone soon, which is the one thing that will ush- 
er in all those things, Some people are not 
laughing. 

Bur more tangibly, the Filipino optimism 
may be explained by a couple of things, One, 
this is a resolutely Catholic country that 
doesn't believe in suicide, It believes in homi- 
cide, but that is another story altogether, It has 
a good and bad side, the good being that the 
Filipino is unsinkable, believing as he does in 
the efficacy of prayer, and the bad being that 
he expects God to work for him, believing as he 
does in the efficacy of prayer to grow crops 
when irrigation might easlly do the trick, And 
two, the survey was done late last year. The last 
quarter of the year being officially Christmas 
season in this country, it is not surprising to 
find 4 out of 5 Filipinos buoyant about the fu- 
ture, I half-suspect you will find the same num- 
ber of Filipinos buoyant about their chances of 
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Collision course 


HIS TIME, THE PASTORAL LETTER OF THE 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines left 

no room for ambiguity. After seeing their July 2005 

statement seized and, in a sense, hijacked by the adminis- 

tration, the Catholic bishops left no room for misinterpre- 

tation in their latest statement. Central to their statement 

is the search for the truth. They said the search for truth 

should be pursued “relentlessly,” after 

EDITORIAL pointing out in no uncertain terms how 

unsatisfactory, in a moral sense, the offi- 

cial search was. And they emphasized that there is such a 
thing as the truth. 

In the past, rational people used the example of Me- 
dieval theologians debating how many angels could 
dance on the head of a pin to point out how ridiculous re- 
ligious debates could get. A similar exercise has been en- 
gaged in by administration apologists in Malacañang, 
Congress and the media who grandly asked, “What is the 
truth?” 

The search for the truth seeks to determine one central 
question: Did President Macapagal-Arroyo cheat during 

“the 2004 elections? The bishops said an objective search 
for the answer to that question should continue. But they 
also pointed out that the search has been hampered by 

eboth the administration (with its “acts of evasion and ob- 
struction of the truth,” as well as “transactional politics”) 
and the opposition (which has used the search for the 

“ truth “as a means of furthering their political ambi- 

«tions”). 

“Tragically, many Filipinos have lost trust in political 

' leaders from left, right and center, and, worse still, in the 

i political institutions themselves which are perceived by 

+ many to be corrupted,” the bishops noted. To restore con- 
fidence in political institutions, they enumerated a short 

; list of concrete precepts and tasks, the first of these being 
to remind the people that they must remain bound by the 
Constitution. Therefore, the public must resist the seduc- 
tion of military adventurers and their messianic civilian 

” partners. There is no moral basis for a military coup. 

Next, the bishops pointed out the need to employ exist- 
ing institutions and legal processes in searching for an an- 
swer to the question of the Presidents culpability. They 
then denounced, in no uncertain terms, the proposal to 
cancel elections next year (which has already resulted in 

“the Palace backpedaling on the idea), and they ques- 
: tioned the motives for Charter change. It’s a constitution- 
al convention or bust, they said. Then they went on to 
support the call for electoral reform, and suggested that 
calls for the current Comelec to resign are not unfound- 
ved. 

The bishops’ call for a more objective search for the 

| truth provides an impetus for the revival of proposals to 
establish a Fact-Finding Commission, or the appointment 

` of an independent counsel following the American mod- 
el, to make an investigation of the facts. Such an exercise, 
of course, will only be possible if the President supports it 
and does not turn it into a propaganda and window- 
dressing effort like the Consultative Commission for 
Charter Change, the Council of State, or retired Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide's appointment as electoral reform 
czar. Then again, administration support for such an un- 
dertaking might result in its worst nightmare: an im- 
peachment effort with the benefit of hard facts instead of 

; poorly drafted speeches. 

The late Justice Cecilia Muñoz Palma always believed 
that no one is beyond redemption, a Catholic view ce 
tainly shared by the bishops. This may be why they still 
leave room for the President to prove her critics wrong 
and plunge into a serious, sustained effort to get to the 
bottom of allegations concerning the 2004 elections and 
beyond. However, ifneither the President nor her party is 
“interested in such an effort, then they are headed for a 
head-on collision with the bishops on the question of 
Charter change. 

Perhaps realizing the possibility, even inevitability, of 
such a confrontation, the bishops closed their statement 
with an ambitious program to rejuvenate the atrophied 
political muscles of the Catholic Church. The clergy and 

` faithful ignored their plea in July for all citizens to come 
together and study the issues. Now the bishops felt itnec- 
essary to reiterate that call, 
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Metro Manila’s dragon 


I WAS DRIVING ALONG WILSON STREET IN SAN JUAN AT 
around 9 in the morning on Sunday, when 1 spotted the 
bright red dragon, at least 5 meters long, dancing with two 
lions. 

‘Actually it was a lunar new year celebration, with about a 
dozen men doing a dragon-and-lion dance, I'd been asking 
around about the schedules of dragon dances in the Ongpin 
and Binondo area, 
but it looked like the 
dragon decided to 
prance over to San 
Juan. 

And why not? San 
Juan bas ume ino 
another Chinatowî. Ar A 
The dagon daioi Michael L. Tan's 5 
that morning alter- 
nated between North Park, a Chinese restaurant, and Diao 
Eng Chay, a popular grocery where you can get everything 
from siopao and siomai to black gulaman and canned 
abalone. Around that area, I've counted at least 10 Chinese 
restaurants, three other Chinese specialty groceries (includ- 
ing the quaint Little Store, which also serves food), assorted 
shops and even a Chan Buddhist temple that teaches medita- 


tion. 
Chinatowns 

Yet that morning as I watched the dragon dance, 1 felt the 
ambience was very different from Metro Manila's other Chi 
natowns. Yes, there are now at least three Chinatowns in 
Metro Manila: the original one in the Ongpin/Binondo area, 
the one along Banawe in Quezon City, and San Juan. 

The original Chinatown in Ongpin and Binondo is still 
more Chinese than Filipino. The sounds are distinct here 
with more of Chinese languages. The smells are a bewilder- 
ing combination of incense and five-star anise and herbal 
medicines. There's also a wider assortment of goods: foods, 
crafts, books and magazines, gold jewelry, to name a few. 

‘The Banawe and San Juan Chinatowns are different, now 
more Tsinoy (Chinese Filipino) than Chinese. San Juan is 
probably the most Filipinized of the three Chinatowns. You 
hear Minnan Hokkien Chinese occasionally, but more often 
it's Taglish with almost no Chinese accent, especially when 
spoken by the young. And the shops and restaurants, aren't 
exclusively Chinese, being interspersed with McDonald's 
and Alex III and Mercury drugstore. 

Ateneo de Chino 

San Juan's Chinatown has a colorful history, brought into 
being by a multinational team. I'm referring to the way its 
development is so intertwined with that of Xavier School, a 
Jesuit boys’ school. E 

Xavier started out as Kuang Chi in 1956, set up by Jesuits 
who had been expelled from China by the communists. The 
Jesuits, a mixed band of French-Canadians, Basques, Ameri- 
‘cans, Chinese and one Hungarian, were determined to contin- 
ve their ministry with the Chinese, even if they were overseas, 
‘There was already an Immaculate Conception Anglo-Chinese 
‘Academy (ICACA) in downtown Manila, founded in 1936 and 
serving male and female Chinese students, but the Jesuits de- 
cided to put up a boys’ school, egged on by Ambrose Chiu and 
Basilio King, two Chinese businessmen who had graduated 
from Ateneo and wanted to see an Ateneo de Chino as well. 
‘Ateneo de Manila denied permission to use that name, so the 
Jesuits went on to use Kuang Chi, after a 16th-century Chinese 
magistrate converted to Catholicism by Jesuits 

Kuang Chi was first set up in an old lumberyard in Ech- 
ague, Quiapo, but the school's forward-looking Jesuit 
founders realized early on that the campus site was going to 
be problematic, with congested populations, flooding and 
other problems. 

Its French-Canadian rector, Fr. Jean Desautels, began to 
look for another site. The search is described in Fr. Santos G. 
Mena’s “Luceat Lux,” a history (or story, as Father Mena 
prefers) of Xavier School that has just been published. Father 
Desautels was driving along Highway 54 (now Edsa) with 
Basilio King, when the rector noticed, in the distance, a huge 
mango tree on a “lonely, breezy hill.” Father Desautels and 
King had to drive back into San Juan to get back to that 
“Mango Hill” across “rice fields and carabao ponds.” 

“My God, Basilio, this is the place,” Father Desautels is 
qrored as saying, “Right here, on top of the hill, 1 will build 
the Jesuit Residence; to the west, the school; to the north, 
the sports fields.” 
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Xavier 

‘And indeed that was how Xavier School was built, Father 
Desautels wanted 10 hectares, but got permission for only 
five. It helped that there were Basque Jesuits among them to 
negotiate with the Spanish-Filipino Ortigas family. On Sept. 
12, 1958, the Jesuits signed an agreement to purchase three 
parcels of land totaling 52,674 square meters for P421,392. 
‘That comes out to P8 per sqm. 

The Jesuits and the Ortigases knew it was buena mano, a 
good first deal that would set off more sales. Although there 
‘were already Chinese families in San Juan long before Kuang 
Chi-Kavier was put up, the school was a turning point, draw- 
ing in a major exodus of the Chinese away from the old Chi- 
natown. That sent real estate values soaring in San Juan. 
When my father bought, in 1962, a piece of land in Little 
Baguio, a stone's throw away from Xavier, the price was P30 
per sq.m. Today, you have to pay atleast P20,000 ; =- sqm. 

Father Desautels was able to persuade the Mis. . aries of 
the Immaculate Conception, who were mostly Canadian, to 
move to San Juan as well. ICACA became ICA; Kuang Chi be- 
came Xavier. A church, Mary the Queen, was built between 
the two campuses, almost as ifto ensure a segregation of the 
boys from the girls. Gone are the rice fields and carabao 
ponds. 

Integration 

San Juan's Chinatown offers us a model for cultural inte- 
gration. San Juan's Tsinoy residents have not formed gh 
tos; instead, they're distributed throughout the municipality. 
It's not surprising that Diao Eng Chay has two branches, one 
on Wilson Street and another on Anapolis, near the Green- 
hills Shopping Center, catering to the rather dispersed Tsinoy 
residents. 

‘The town is actually home now to people from all over the 
country, of different ethnicities, classes, even faiths. The 
Greenhills Shopping Center has large numbers of Muslim 
traders and they have their own prayer room within the com- 
‘mercial complex. When that was first proposed, a few unen- 
lightened residents tried to block the construction, claiming 
this would attract terrorists. Rational minds prevailed and 
the Muslims got their prayer room. 

San Juan is an economic dragon within Metro Manila, and 
it owes its dynamism to its multiculturalism, 1 do worry 
though about the reckless speed with which development is 
taking place, There are far too many businesses being put up, 
some lasting only a few weeks because there's little thought 
to how much can be absorbed. Traffic is horrendous now 
(chanks in part, as well, to Xavier and ICA), with businesses 
using the streets as their parking lots. One day, we'll have to 
pay for all this social and environmental deterioration. 

‘The businesses set up by the Tsinoy have generated em- 
ployment, but it may be time as well for the Tsinoy to think of 
social responsibility, of other ways to help besides building 
more malls and arcades. We need to keep San Juan a dragon, 
for more generations to come, Tsinoy or Pinoy. 
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OPINION 
The predicament of Davide and Abueva 


tial precondition to holding credible elections in 
2007 which will lay the ground for the shift to a 
parliamentary system. 

‘The crisis of legitimacy of the Arroyo govern- 
ment can be traced to a flawed and corrupted po- 
litical process. Unless there is a complete over- 
haul of the Comelec and a credible process is es- 
tablished, let's forget all talk of constitutional re- 
form. With no executive powers, Davide looks 
like he has been fitted with a straitjacket. 

‘Abueva's expertise in and devotion to constitu- 
tional reform are beyond question. That has been 
the passion of his scholarship since 1971 when he 
vras secretary general of the Constitutional Con- 
vention. His task and that of Davide are associat- 
ed with projects that, on their own merit, should 
rise above partisari political interests, including 
those of Ms Arroyo. A cleanup of the Comelec and 
the shift to parliamentary system open options 
for wider political participation and even cutting 
short Ms Arroyo's tenure by 2007. 

“The dilemma of both men is that their decisions 
are being seen as political statements on the ques- 
tion of the appointing regime's legitimacy. If they 
had declined, that would have been interpreted as 
non-recognition of legitimacy. Indeed, their accep- 
tance has already been interpreted as implicit 
recognition. Whatever they decided, they were 
damned. Appointments such as theirs are seen as 
legitimacy tests and the standards for which have 
been arbitrarily laid down by quarters who have 
appointed themselves as the conscience of the na- 
tion and arbiters of political morality. 

‘The projects assigned to Abueva and Davide are 
intrinsically objective. Their problem is that the 
regime that appointed them faces a crisis of legiti- 
macy. If they wait for a squeaky clean administra- 
tion to make the call, that will never happen. 
There's reason to believe they accepted their ap- 
pointments because they regarded them as a call 
to public dury, and they responded in that spirit 
and in the belief there's a job to be done. Unfortu- 
nately, they cannot choose their employers. 


cartoons that, they said, “mocked” the Prophet 
Mohammed and offended Muslims worldwide, 
the owners of a chain of supermarkets in Saudi 
‘Arabia announced that they would no longer car- 
ry Danish products and boycott any other suppli- 
er that carried Danish products. 

‘The boycort is but the latest in a series of retal- 
iatory actions taken by both private Arab compa- 
nies and governments in predominantly Muslim 
states for the publication of 12 cartoons in the pri- 
vate newspaper Jyllands-Posten. 

Aside from the loss of revenue from exports of 
dairy products (one company alone sells $328 mil- 
lion of goods to Saudi Arabia), Denmark has also 
had to face down the burning of its flag in the West 
Bank, the closing of the Libyan Embassy in Den- 
mark and a similar consumer boycott in Kuwait. 
‘About the only bright spot in this scenario is that 
the protests have so far been peaceful, and aimed 
at hurting Denmark economically. But who knows 
how the situation might escalate? 

WHILE Danish authorities are trying to resolve 
the issue diplomatically, journalists are saying 
it's also an issue of freedom of expression. 

‘On one hand, should one journalist—a car- 
toonist—be allowed to rile the sensibilities of 
people around the world and endanger the 
diplomatic ties between his country and the 
entire Muslim world? 

On the other—if the Danish government 
apologizes, or forces the newspaper and car- 
toonist to do so—is not freedom of expression 
periled the world over? Would this not signal 
open season on all journalists, commentators 
and cartoonists who happen to offend others 
in the course of their work? 

This is a test case for the limits of press free- 
dom and artistic expression and I think it's pro- 
pitious that Media Nation 3, an annual gather- 
ing of media and advertising professionals, 
reels off this weekend. We may not be directly 
affected by the firestorm touched off by the car- 
toons, but the questions it raises about free ex- 
pression, censorship and economic retaliation 
(such as an ad boycott, for instance) would be 
good fodder for discussion. 


his travels, he caught the opera versions. 

‘There are some very pragmatic books like 
Baedeker guides to Germany, the Rhine, Central 
Italy, Paris and Switzerland. It is significant that 
when he contemplated establishing a little 
Calamba in North Borneo, he actually read the 
book, “Java: or How to manage a colony.” and 
even Nasau Lee's “Tea cultivation, cotton and oth- 
er agricultural experiments in India.” 

While the North Borneo plan did not material- 
ize, Rizal's books kept him company during his 
exile in Dapitan. Would you believe he even had 
books on “The marvels of electricity" “Drawings 
and ornaments of architecture,” and a six-volume 
set of studies of birds. The range of his interests 
was so broad. 

We all know that Rizal was interested in history, 
that he had a good collection of Filipiniana, but 
few of us know that he had a copy of Napoleon's 
memoirs as well as “Lives and Pictures of the Presi- 
dents of the United States.” Remember that in his 
Dapitan school, he taught his students English in- 
stead of Spanish. It is also notable that a similar 
book, if we are to believe Pio Valenzuela, was also 
in Bonifacio's library and reading list. 

‘There is a saying, “Show me who your friends 
are and I will tell you who you are,” which has 
been paraphrased as, “Show me what you cat and 
1 will tell you what you are.” Maybe we can add 
yet another version and say, “Show me what 
books you read, and 1 will tell you who you are.” 
While Rizal is studied from many different an- 
gles, many different sources (written and oral, 
primary, secondary and even hearsay), itis anew 
track to know Rizal through his books, the furni- 
ture of his mind. 

Getting to know our heroes based on what they 
ate and read may produce new ways of seeing 
and understanding them. 

“Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 
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their distinguished academic careers. Apparently 
not, because they have now mounted the high 
horse to pontificate on political morality. 

‘To be sure, Abueva and Davide are in a predica- 
ment. The predicament stems from the fact that 
the provenance of their appointments is polluted, 
and in the light of this circumstance, the conclu- 
sion seems to follow that the products of their la- 
bor could not be anything else but polluted. The 
implication of this conclusion is that the sins of the 
appointing powers are visited on them or, to put it 
another way, there is some kind of prejudgment of 
guilt by association hanging above their heads as 
they try to perform their tasks. 

Davide and Abueva need not be apologetic. 
Davide said he accepted the appointment be- 
cause he believed he could help carry out elec- 
toral reforms to achieve an “honest and credible 
election process.” He said: “Ido not think its pol- 
itics-related in the concept of those who asked 
me that before. Politics, for me, is running for po- 
litical positions.” He added that he was not run- 
ning for an elected office. 

Davide has proved he can run an honest elec- 
tion, when he was chair of the Commission on 
Elections. His new appointment looks like mis- 
sion impossible. To make a clean sweep, it makes 
sense to call for the mass resignation of all the 
members of the commission, including Chair 
Benjamin Abalos. Abalos and his colleagues are 
resisting the demand, relying on their status as 
constitutional officials. 

Ms Arroyo does not have the political capital to 
put pressure on them to resign. But itis an essen- 


Inertia 


AT LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David NA 
way things are going—or not moving—it's al- 
most a certainty that the elections will be so 
chaotic and messed up that the outcome could 
not possibly be credible or acceptable. 

‘A companion story to Abalos’ reaction re- 
ports on the proceedings of a Senate commit- 
tee hearing on automated elections. The IT ex- 
perts consulted testified that they are “not 
that optimistic” about the possibility or feasi- 
bility of computerizing the voting, counting 
and tallying of votes, at least not in time for 
the 2007 polls. 

For starters, there's the matter of amending 

RA 8436, which authorized the Comelec to use 
automated counting machines for the May 
1998 elections. Since nearly 10 years have 
passed since those polls, and with automation 
still but a gleam in the eyes of a hopeful citi- 
zenry, there's certainly need to amend the 
original law, if only to play catch-up with new 
technologies that have emerged since then. 
A timeline suggested by Gus Lagman, advis- 
er of the Information Technology Foundation 
of the Philippines (the NGO that filed the case 
against the Comelec with the Supreme Court) 
seems to cut it pretty close, with the imple- 
menting contractor left with only 11 months 
to “procure and implement the system and to 
educate the voters.” 

Which makes us wonder if the state of iner- 
tia shared by both the Comelec and Mala- 
cafiang with regard to the 2007 polls is not a 
de facto "Me E scenario. 

‘THERE'S a new battlefield in the Muslim world 
and that's the consumer market. 

In reaction to a series of Danish newspaper 


Rizal’s reading list 


of travel and, I think, Rizal's reading. Thus, the 
photocopies of the numerous letters of Rizal (the 
originals are kept in the library vault), and a fas- 
cinating little pocket notebook of rice paper, with 
Rizal's experiments in Japanese drawing and 
writing, are all kept in storage. On display now 
are various translations of “Noli me tangere” and 
“EL filibusterismo,” as well as books Rizal read. 
What is not well known is that the Lopez Museum 
has a collection of 99 handwritten bibliographic 
cards, which suggest that if Rizal hadn't finished 
medicine or become a hero, he would probably 
have been a librarian! 

“These little slips of paper show us what books 
عط‎ actually owned and read. At the top of the list 
is a book of Hans Christian Andersen's tales. He 
even translated five Andersen tales from German 
to Tagalog for his nephews and nieces. This 
manuscript, now unlocated, even comes with 
some charming drawings, proving that Rizal 
could be a doting spinster uncle. He translated: 
“Ang puno ng pino” ("The litle fir ree"); “Gahin- 
lalaki" ("Thumbelina"); “Ang pangit na sisiu ng 
pato" ("The ugly duckling”); “Ang Sugu” (not the 
current teleserye but Andersen's “The Angel"); 
and “Ang batang babaing may dalang sakafuego” 
(‘Little match girl"). 

Being a novelist, Rizal was partial to literature 
and he read books like "The Three Musketeers” 
and “Count of Montecristo," and even Dickens’ 
“David Copperfield.” He has cards for “The Bar- 
ber of Seville” and "Marriage of Figaro,” and it 
would not be far fetched to presume that during 
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FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE HILARIO DAVIDE JR. 
and Dr. Jose Abueva have come under tenden- 
tious criticism for accepting assignments from 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to aid governance. 

ide has accepted his appointment as presi- 
sdential adviser on electoral reform. Announced at 

‘the Jan. 24 Council of State meeting, the appoint- 

‘ment was the only concrete decision made by the 

{council while it remains unclear whether there 

twas a “consensus” about going ahead with the 

22007 elections. 

` Auer has come under fire basically for ac- 

icepting the chairmanship of the Consultative 

‘Commission on constitutional change, whose 
draft of a new constitution has become highly 
controversial. One critic, a former colleague of 
‘Abueve's at the University of the Philippines, con- 
cedes that Abueva's intentions in accepting the 
appointment “are no doubt pure,” but the compli- 
ment was accompanied by the sweeping conclu- 
sion that both Davide and Abueva “opted to lend 
their names and reputations to a politician who 
has done the greatest damage to the nation's in- 
stitutions and who continues to govern on the ba- 
sis of a questionable mandate.” 

“The implication is that both distinguished indi- 
viduals, with impeccable record of unselfish pub- 
lic service, allowed themselves to be used. Some 
critics find it hard to imagine how a distinguished 
academic career, such as that of Abueva, would 

! end “as a prop to a moribund presidency.” 

It is also hard to imagine how academics can 
make judgment calls that clearly lack academic 
“detachment. It might also be asked if some aca- 
demics who gave intellectual legitimacy to the 
presidential bid of former President Joseph Estra- 
da, probably because they were seduced by his 
pro-poor rhetoric, would admit that they allowed 
themselves to be used “as a prop” for his candida- 
cy. And although they withdrew support from 
Estrada when he ran into serious political prob- 
lems, it may be asked whether their association 
with Estrada had led to the ignominious end of 


A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, OR SELFINTEREST? 
Commission on Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos 
‘says he and the other commissioners will not be 
bamboozled into resigning, insisting that the only 
way they can be removed from office would be 
through impeachment. 

Calls for their resignation have been issued by 
the Senate, following an adverse report of the Sen- 
ate blue ribbon committee, and by the Black and 
White Movement, an alliance of civil society groups, 
which has also launched an online petition that has 
garnered hundreds of signatures. Most recently, the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 
, weighed in with a gentle nudge for the commission- 
ers to “consider” resigning, saying the poll body 
needed to be transformed into a “competent and re- 
liable body that is beyond reproach.” 

‘Two years ago, the Supreme Court nullified the 
contract between the Comelec and MegaPacific, a 
consortium that supplied defective and over- 

' priced ballot counting machines, and ordered the 
Office of the Ombudsman to conduct further in- 
vestigations and file the appropriate charges 
against the guilty parties, including the Comelec 
officials. But so far, the Ombudsman has failed to 

+ submit any report to the Sandiganbayan, alleged- 
ly because of pressure from Malacafiang. Mean- 
while, Abalos has the temerity to criticize the 
Supreme Court, saying the tribunal reached its 

. conclusion, in a strongly worded decision that 

„ foreswore judicial decorum, “without an exten- 
sive inquiry into the facts.” 

In other words, the Supreme Court didn’t do its 
job right. And the waste of over P5 billion of the 
people's money, which the high tribunal con- 
‘demned in no uncertain terms, should be brushed 
‘aside, with the Comelec commissioners walking 

“off into retirement. 

“MEANTIME, there are elections coming 

around the comer, 17 months from now, to be 
exact. 

‘The President has said she is in favor of 
holding elections next year, contrary to the 
recommendation of her hand-picked consulta- 
tive committee on Charter change. But even if 
she doesn't lift a finger to derail the polls, the 


“DRIVING PAST THE LONG LINE OF VISA APPLI- 
cants in front of the Japanese Embassy on Roxas 
“Boulevard recently made me remember the for- 
,mer Lopez. Memorial Museum, which has since 
moved to the ground floor of the Benpres Building 
on Tektite Road at Ortigas Center. I first visited the 
‘museum when I was a college student over two 
decades ago and Ihave returned time and again to 
dig up the many little tidbits of Philippine history 
that have found their way into my columns, my 
classroom teaching and publiclectures. 

Pasay is not what it used to be: it is now con- 
gested, and motels have multiplied like warts. 
“The Lopez Museum used to be in a 1960s “mod- 
erm" building on Lancaster Street, actually an es- 
quinita behind Hyatt Hotel. One could say that it 
was a perfect place to bring a mistress on a date 
because the museum was tucked away where no- 
body you know would see you go in and out. 

“The Lopez Memorial Museum boasts of one of 
‘the finest Rizaliana collections in the country, sec- 

ıond in size and quality only to the Philippine Na- 

tional Library. When you enter the museum to- 
“day, you will notice that it is physically divided in- 
to its major collections: one gallery is dedicated 
to paintings by the 19th-century Filipino master 
Juan Luna, and the gallery fronting it (which now 
temporarily houses an exhibition on Juan Arel- 
lano) is dedicated to Luna's friend and contempo- 
rary Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo, The center court 
has a modest collection of pre-colonial earthen- 
ware from the Calatagan excavations of the 
19605 and it leads to a gallery dedicated to Jose 
Rizal and another gallery for rare books and 
maps. At the very end of the museum is the li- 
brary, the heart of the museum that has a sizable 
collection of Filipiniana books and periodicals 
(most interesting being pre-war magazines and 
the pre-martial law photos and newspaper clip- 
pings that provide a window to the recent past). 

The contents of the display cases in the Rizal 
gallery have been re-arranged around the theme 
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7 OPINION 
Law allows GSIS to provide CTPL i 


Insensitive to Palaweños’ rights 


In February last year, without 


(PDI, provincial government and the 


WITH REFERENCE TO THE NEWS 
story titled “SC called on to break prejudice to the case in court, the 
2 impasse” 
1/24/06), ae provincial national government entered into 

house” proposal of incumbent In- and operation of all kinds of insur- i id2 goverment, led by Gov. Joel an interim agreement allowing 
Who is stupid? Reyes, had foreseen that the na- both parties to start benefiting 

INARECENTTVINTERVIEW,sUS- ONA] government would bring to from the gas proceeds. As stipulat- 


Malampaya 


Insurance Law, as amended by PD 
The “consortium” system fa- 245, specifically authorizes the 
Compulsory Third Party Liability vored by Santos and the “clearing GSIS “to engage in the business 


A: ل‎ 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO NEAL billions of pesos in taxes. 
Cruz's Jan. 20 column on the 


(CTPA). 


“The “consortium” proposal rec- surance Commissioner Evangeline ance and reinsurance and all other 
ommended by former Insurance  Escobillo are essentially the same forms of undertaking to indemnify 


Commissioner, Benjamin Santos as they willbe manned by the same any person or party against loss, tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, com- E Supreme Court the issue of our ed in the agreement, the Palawan 


government will have 


an end fo the Visiting Forces Agree. Paya gas. Itis our position that the to submit to the Department of 


‘Third party liability insurance is ment, blurted out: “Tanga sila dahil Malampaya gas field is within the Energy, for review, a list of devel- 
compulsory under the law for the hindi nila naiintindihan ang batas.” territorial jurisdiction of our opmental projects based on the 
province, thus we are entitled toa Sangguniang Panlalawigan-ap- 


But is it stupidity to feel infuriat 


As Santos himself admitted in protection of both the vehicle 


had been tried before. When Presi- insurance companies now issuing damage, or liability, including menting on the public clamor for Province’ rights over the Malam- provinci 
dential Decree No. 1455 intro- the CTPL policies. Both the private third party liability...” 


duced the CTPL in June 1978, it vehicle owner and the government 
provided that it would be managed will continue to be victimized. 
by a “unified pooling system” com- 


posed of all insurance companies his letter the GSIS proposal “is the owner and the victim in a vehicu- ed by a crime that dishonors a fel 40-peroent LGU share of the rev- proved Annual Investment Plan. 


most practical because vehicle in- lar accident. Hence, government low Filipina? Is it stupidity to want enues generated from this re- The DOE will then endorse the 


licensed to do casualty insurance. 


However because ofirregulari- surance premiums would be col- must see to it that the Jaw is fully the VFA scrapped because it is bi source, as provided for by the Con- listing of projects to the Depart- 


stitution and the Local Govem- ment of Budget and Management 


for the release of funds equal to 50 


Last Dec. 16, Branch 95 of the percent of the 40-percent LGU 


share. 
The provincial government has 


the national government, until 


ties by both the management and lected atthe same time as registra- and faithfully enforced. The GSIS ased toward the interests of the vis- 


the member insurance companies, tion fees.” He fails to mention that isin the best position to do this be- iting US forces at the expense of ment Code. 


cannot stand up to the Americans? 


end to the stupid VFA. This is to over the Malampaya gas field and, which is to release the funds di- 


rectly to the provincial govem- 


We hope that the high court will 


of the Actual Payments of Shell uphold the rights of local govern- 


JOCELYNVALERA, make Gonzalez understand that therefore, the provincës legal 
SE the public outery against the VFA share. The court also granted our ment 

ce is legitimate and just. If Gonzalez Së 
eene Eegeregie? 
System, GSIS Bldg., Pasay City easy for him to understand that 


è ee Philippines Exploration, B.V tothe ment units as provided for in the 
لم ا‎ one ees Bureau of Treasury, Department of Constitution and the Local Gov- 
ple Tr is they who are in the best Fiance, and to Freeze and Placein emment Code. 


—ROLANDOE. BONOAN JR., 
provincial information officer, 
Palawan, pio-pal@ 
palawan.govph 


Gonzalez should be reminded A danger to legal profession 


position to see the wisdom of any Escrow Account the Forty Percent 

__ law because it is they who suffer (40 percent) LGU Share.” This mo- 
EE, When laws are crated without tion is necessary to preempt the 
upto 2006 only? ce now ask- the hide-and-seek” pame the Ar- taling into account the nation’s dissipation ofthe funds 


welfare and sovereignty. 


that there is a challenge right now: 
to have the Subic rape case resolved 


of its nationwide network of of- 
‘The payment of taxes to the fices that can serve policyholders 
this kind of business. It also government is also assured as the efficiently and quickly. What is im- 
scrapped the “pool” or consor- taxes will be automatically credit- portant is that both the policy- 

ed to the national treasury. But, holder and the government are 


the system was scrapped. PD 1455 the genuineness of the CTPL cover cause of its P506 billion worth of the interests of Filipinos? Is it Ko 
vras amended by PD 1814in 1981, is guaranteed so that the payment assets which no private insurance pidiky to want to protect the Palawan Regional Trial Court af- 


e 1 sovereignty of our nation because h 
of indemnity to the vehicle owner company can match; and because fonny Sf our goverment leaders firmed our legal right to the 40- 


percent LGU share, citing the Con- complied with all of the terms and 
No, this is not to refute Gonza- stitution, the Local Government conditions stated in the agree- 
Jez's stupid statement against our Code, RA 7611, as well as past ad- ment. It is quite unfortunate that 
people. This is to explain to him ministrative issuances and orders, 

why there is a public outcry for an recognizing Palawan’s jurisdiction this time, has yet to fulfill its part, 


allowing vehicle owners to pı 
chase CTPL policies from any in- or accident victim is assured. 
surance company licensed to do 


tium. However, as exposed by Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile, many of the Santos claims, the GSIS model is fully protected. 
CTPL policies that have been is- flawed because “itis illegal for the 
sued were fake, victimizing mil- GSIS to sell insurance to private 
lions of vehicle owners who could parties, let alone to private vehicle 
not collect on their insurance, owners.” He is wrong, because RA 
while government was cheated of 656, also known as the Property 


How was the recovered Marcos wealth spent? 


AN OFFICIAL OF THE DEPART- this year. What will happen then spend that huge amount? 


MENT OF Budget and Manage- to the CARE whose legal existence 
ment has admitted that the recov- is up to 2008 only? 
ered Marcos wealth of P27 billion 


is now “practically gone.” (PDI, ing what the department intends royo administration has been 
1/24/06) This is indeed alarming, to do with the remaining budget playing every time controversial 
for this year. What really hap- projects and fund releases are 


and this raises a lot of eyebrows. 


How did the government, pened to the bulk of the budget placed under scrutiny. There is speedily and stop US servicemen THERE COULD HAVE BEEN SEV- ed them in their escape. This 


fom abusing Philippine sovereign- eral factors that facilitated thees- statement of General Esperon 
ty right within our territory. And the cape of the four Oakwood military was a form of harassment. It was 


being Department of Justice has a crucial rebels from a Fort Bonifacio de- a direct psychological assault 


` tention facility but, definitely, meant to discourage Pulido from 
Also, Gonzalez should bear in lawyer Roel Pulido's insistence to doing his duties as counsel to the 


mind that Cabinet members are protect the rights of his clients was military rebels, and to hide the 


possibility that the escape might 


Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon have been done with the help of 


not one of them. 


Is it true that the government is public servants. They owe their 
We would like to commend the bent on making the coconut farm- positions and loyalty to the people 
told that the reason for the snail senators for bringing out all this. ers lives more miserable by deny- and not to anybody else, not even 


specifically the Department of that had been allotted for CARP? still the coco levy recovery issue 
‘Agrarian Reform, spend that mon- Farmers had been informed before that remains unresolved due to a 
ey? in various consultations with the compromise agreement 

‘Sixty percent of the lands yet to DAR that the funds from the re- peddled by the new leadership of roje to play in such a task. 
be covered by the Comprehensive covered Marcos wealth remain the Presidential Commission on 


Agrarian Reform Program are co- untouched, but now the DBM is Good Government. 
conut lands. In our previous consul- saying that it is practically gone. 
tations with the DAR, we were often 


eed imepauonofcoco lands into Just like them, we have every right ing them the right to own lands as to the President who appointed Cod his menraliy and ari miliary personnel inside Fort 


rights Bonifacio. 
Esperon is a danger to the legal 


—RAMONTE, 
17 Floridablanca St, 
Dela Costa Homes I, 
Novaliches, Caloocan City 


Insensitive hospital 


1 WENT FOR CONSULTATION TO A PHYSI- 
cian whose office is located at the annex 
building of an expensive hospital. I am a dia- 
betic and I suffered a stroke last August 2005. 
As such, I have been confined to a wheelchair 
because of my inability to walk. 

Because of my diabetes, I have to void urine 
at more than the usual times. To my consterna- 
tion, I discovered that there are no toilets for the 
handicapped in the annex. This is highly unac- 
ceptable. 

For such an expensive hospital not to have 
toilets for the handicapped is highly irregular. 
Why, even the malls of Manila have restrooms 
for the handicapped! Why doesn't this hospital 
have at least one? 

—SUBAS HERRERO, basubs@yahoo.com 


Amazing victory 


MANNY PACQUIAO'S VICTORY AGAINST 
Mexico's Erik Morales was a cause for jubila- 
tion for all Filipinos here and around the 
world. It also inspired our young boxers who 
consider him their boxing idol. 

His meteoric rise from poverty to success, 
through sheer determination, discipline and 
hard work, brought distinct honor and pride 
for our nation and people; as well as fame and 
fortune for himself and his family. It was sim- 
ply amazing! 

‘To Manny Pacquiao, more success and good 
echt 

—LEONL.ASA, 
18/F JMT Corporate Condominium, 
ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, 


tea e 


tude toward human 
lawyers when he made the base- 
less and false allegation that the profession. 
convener, Union of Muslims “malicious interference” of Puli- 
for Morality & Truth (UMMAT), de in the plan of the military to 

'5303/FOrtizBldg, transfer the four military rebels 

Quezon Avenue, QC to another detention facility aid- 


them; least of all, to the American 


—PITCH MANGONDATO, 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a faxto 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address 
{for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter 
‘unless such information is supplied. 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, 


= e 
PNOC ‘Tel No. 893.1320, Loca! 5389 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND REBID 


The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation ising all interested suppliers to 
apply and submit sealed bis for the supply and deivery ol the folowing: 
81 Units of PC Desktop under 143 
‘Approved Budget PRps,814,00000 

forms and basing documents shal be available for Issuance atthe above‏ لاصوا 
adrese co Mr. Winthrop Z. Gutierrez staring January 31, 2008, rom 9:20 AM‏ 
PM and upon payment ot a nonelundabe tee of P400 00 per document.‏ 300 15 
For purposes of carilying certain matters, a pre-bidaing conference shall be held‏ 
‘on February 03, 2006, 2:00 p.m. atthe above address.‏ 
‘Applications tor elgibllly and sealed bias shal be submitted lo, and registred with‏ 
thë PNOC-EDC Procurement Department, Ground Floor, Buling 5 atthe above‏ 
See and hereafter dropped inthe padiocked bid box thereat not later than‏ 
p.m. (Procurement Department Office Wall Clock Time) of February 16,‏ 2:00 
immediately thereafter. Late bids shall‏ «دانا Pubic opening o! bas shal‏ .2006 
ot be accepted.‏ 
Prospective bidders shall signiiy coniormance to he bidding terms and conditions,‏ 
required, and shan enaure the same thyough proper submission/executon‏ 25 
‘Source ot uneing is rom imema Cash Generation of PNOC-EDC. Al bles should‏ 
be vitin the Approved Budget lor the Contract in order to quay‏ 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation reserves the right to annul the bidding‏ 

to reject any or al bids, to wave any informality in he bids received and 
E accept such bis which is most advantageous lo PNOC-EOC without hereby 
incumng labaty to the alleciod bader or baders or any obligation to inform the 
ahecled brader or biaders ofthe grounds) lor PNOC-EDC's action. 


SEH Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee | 


COMIC 


—HIZAC. CONDINO, government. 
program officer 2, 

Coconut Industry Reform (COIR) 
Movement Inc., 
Extension, 
Barangay Central, QC 


the CARP is the lack of budget. to know how every centavo of the well? 

What happened then to the bil- recovered funds was spent. Was it 
lions of pesos that have purport- used to finance the candidacy of 
edly been allotted for the pro- Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo in 2004? 
‘gram? Now, the DBM says thaton- Did the P728 million spent for fer- 
ty Ps billion remains of the funds tilizer come from these funds as si 
and this will be used by the CARP well? How did the government 


& LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Ang Bangkong May Damdaming Bayan 
1598M. H. del Piar comer Dr ل‎ Quintos Sreets, Malate, Mania 
“Tel, Nos. 522-0000, 326 0100 conneting ali deparimenës 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank ofthe Philippines invites suppliers/manufacturersidstibutors/contractors to apply 
for eligibility and to bid for the projects as stated below: 


TBNo, Hem/Description Approved Budget Source of Funds 


20053122) 256 units Document Scanner with Bundled P 26,332,16000 LBP Funds 
‘Sofware and PC 
2006008 LES of Techical Supervision, Labor 460000000 LBP Funds 
Matenals, Tools and Equipmentfor the rehabi- 

taton of the ventilation system of the Sew. 
Treatment Plant (STP) and misting of he S1 
complete with supply of odor and bacteria 
neutralizer forone (1) year. 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two 

(2) years with an amount of at least 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check! 

screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use nor-discretonary “pass/fail” 
criteria. Post qualficaton of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 


Bidding for the above requirements are scheduled on February 22, 2006 at 1:00 PM and pertinent 
Bid Documents may be obtained from the General Services Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK 
Plaza. M. H del Pilar comer Dr Quintos Sweets, Malate, Manila, upon payment of a non-refundable 
fea of P3,000.00 and P1,000.00 for ITB Nos. 2005-312 (2) and 2006-008, respectively. 


Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on February 10, 
2006 at he 25th Floor, Conference Room, LANDBANK Plaza, Malate, Manila. 


All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 

j, Pro-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of 
‘Contract shali be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 


LANDBANK reserves the right to lect any or al bide, to declare the bidding a failure or waive 


any requred horo and to make an award i Ina bidder whose Bid ‘s most 00501020595 
the Bank. 9 ge 


EEN COMMITTEE ON BIDS AND AWARDS 


MA: 


E-mail: pr_provincal_news@inquirer.com.ph 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Bureau Chief Rolando B. Fernandez; 
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they feel that one (SM mall] is enough, twa} 
[malls] are too much for Pampanga. sa 
On the synergy of Clark and Subic ini 
terms of administration 
Laus: When I was with the Bases Convery, 
sion Development Authority (as a director), 
we realized the need to unite the two. Th: 
came about when we had then [Subic Bay, 
Metropolitan Authority] Chair Francisce 
Licuanan III to coordinate these. Now, it's unë, 
der the Department of Trade and Industry. We, 
can expect positive development. ss 
Ng: Subic and Clark will have to work tö; 
gether often. The Subic-Clark-Taiwan econoin:, 
ic corridor project is a vehicle. We held a serie 
of planning meetings with Subic officials, and; 
we agreed to have an office in each zone. “5. 
We look for opportunities that can help, 
each one. I believe there is a serious effort të, 
work together. 1 
Right now in Subic, they're running out of 
land so they refer Clark. And we're under ong 
umbrella now at the DTT... We were placed un! 
der the DTT because the President has so many, 
work... we are 126 agencies that report to the! 
Office of the President. Its a smart thing to put: 
Clark and Subic under the DTI, which has a rep. 
utation of being professionally managed. 5 
On Clark competing with the Ilocos isë 
developing Taiwan as a trade partner ` 
Ng: Let's not fight over a small pie. Let’ 
make the pie big. و‎ 
On the Subic-Clark-Tarlac expressway 
project that connects the two ecozones and; 
the Luisita Industrial Parkin Tarlac, 
Laus: Two weeks ago, we flew by helicopter, 
to determine what's really happening. We saw, 
the highway already paved in most areas. This, 
is a positive development because it’s a matter, 
of time when all of these will get concreted and, 
the work will eventually be finished by 2007. 
On the presence of toxic wastes left by, 
the American military in Clark 
Ng: in all the investment applications, 
there's always the DENR certification. We, 
deputize people to make sure businesses comy 
ply with environmental requirements. A me 
year study in 1995-96 identified where thë, 
risks are and what steps to make. 
‘When we looked at the sites, it tumed out that 
Mabalacat, construction debris had been treated by 
the Americans with pesticide control, in anothet 
area, they noted oil contamination, During the ti 
of the Americans, this was the place where th 
practiced fire dil and tested their capability to fight 
fire. The big wells were dosed. This is a non-issue. i 
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ACROSS THE NATION 


INQUIRER Northern Luzo 
‘Clark dev’t to decongest Metro Manila 


policy makers (from left) Antonio Ng, Levy Laus, Victor Jose Luciano and Danilo Francia 


minal project. At the DMIA, the passenger ter- 
minal will be expanded and completed by June 
2008, We are encouraging investors for the full- 
scale development of the DMIA. Transportation 
Secretary [Leandro] Mendoza, who is the chair 
of CIAG, has already announced that by 2015, 
the DMIA will become an international gateway 
tobe developed complementary with Naia. 

Francia: In the long range, which is 2015, 
it will be an international gateway. In the 
medium range, [it will be used) for repair and 
maintenance businesses, {and] in the short 
range, for low-cost flights and express cargo. 

Luciano: We will also be geting the big airlines 
{to operate in the DMIA] in the next two years. 

On the impact and spillover of develop- 
ment from Clark 

Laus: Clark will provide the promise of the 
future and a lot of development that will help 
promote local businesses. 

Sometimes, Clark also tends to become a 
competitor, particularly in the hiring of em- 
ployees, because too many jobs are available. 

The development in Clark will help decon- 
gest Metro Manila. 

[But] Some developments there are not some- 
times welcomed by local traders. Take, for exam- 
ple, the presence of Shoemart. They feel that the 
presence of SM will affect small to medium-size 

9. enterprises. These SMEs are very important 
components of every community, every region 
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INSPIRATION COMES STANDARD 
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CLARK; 


able. Cebu Pacific is studying its return. 
On the CIAC and CDC being separate en- 


Francia: Airports in other countries are run by 
separate authorities. Our airport system is so tech- 
nical and so full of peculiarities. For the CDC to be 
free of those peculiarities, its beter for the CIAC 
to be a separate corporation but a subsidiary of 
the CDC. That way, both agencies do specific jobs. 

Clark has four engines of growth, 
and the biggest, which promotes the 
other three (industrial, tourism, in- 
frastructures), is aviation. To ensure 
that the aviation area of DMIA is de- 
veloped according to international standards 
by 2050, we have to look forward as to what is 
modern in 2050, not what is modem today. 
‘That needs a complete set of trained people to 
oversee the development of the airport. 

Ng: To promote cooperative effort, Mr. Lu- 
ciano and 1 are part of the CIAC board. We're 
working harmoniously. 

On the relocation of the Philippine Air 
Force away from the DMIA 

Francia: They dont like the plan. In the first 
place, the Air Force people feel that they were sent 
away from Manila because of the construction of 
the Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airports Terminal 
3. They were removed there to give way to devel- 
opment. They went to Clark when it was covered 
by ash (from Mt. Pinatubo's 1991 eruptions). But 
they understand this completely. And true, what 
they are saying is in all airports around the world, 
there isan Air Force contingent. 

“The talks now center on cooperative effort 
looking at what the future is for both the Air Force 
and Clark. It is very dear that the Air Force will 
stay but in smaller contingent than what itis right 
now: They will be allowed to develop a bigger 
area in Clark that is dosely related to aviation. 
Basa Air Base (in Floridablanca, Pampanga) sure- 
ly belongs to the Air Force. 

Ng: For the strategic defense of northem 
Philippines and for airport operations, it is beter 
to retain some of the Air Force in Clark. There will 
be no total pullout. What we will do is to privatize 
the area they occupy as a central business district. 

On the DMIA and Philippine International 
Air Terminals Co.'s project at Naia Terminal 3 

Ng: There is a declaration (by former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos] that the DMIA will be a pre- 
miere airport. But the Piatco contract calls for a 
10-million cumulative passenger quota for 
three years. That halted the development in 
Clark. But government has taken over the ter- 
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Inquirer correspondents in Northern and Central 
Luzon gathered on Jan. 13 in Angeles City for a 
round-table discussion with four policy makers in 
the Metro Clark area on issues concerning the de- 
velopment of the Clark Special Economic Zone. 
‘Antonio Ng, Clark Development Corp. president 
and chief executive officer; Victor Jose Luciano, 
CDC executive vice president; Danilo Francia 
Qark international Airport Corp. president; and 
Levy Laus, Pampanga Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry president, spoke on what lies ahead in the 
other half of the Subic-Clark development corridor. 
Excerpts: 


N THE SUPREME COURT 
Ch that tax incentives 

applied only at the Subic 
Bay Freeport, not in the Clark Spe- 
cial Economic Zone 


Ng: There's a joint resolution of Congress 


confirming the original legislative intent of Re- 
public Act No. 7227 (Bases Conversion Devel- 
‘opment Authority law). We used this in our mo- 
tion for reconsideration we filed with the 
Supreme Court. The [Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue] and (Bureau of Customs) commissioners 
issued a letter to their people advising them not 
to take any premature action until the Supreme 
Court ruling was final. So it's status quo. 

“The permanent solution is through legislation. 
‘There has been a series of committee hearings 
that crafted two Senate bils—one for giving 
amnesty to tax payments for past years and an- 
other, for amending RA 7227 so that the tax in- 
centives could prevail in Clark. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has © 
certified this asa priority bill. 

On the revival of the Expo 
Pilipino 

Ng: Were working with the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry to put up a trade exhibit in 
2,400 sqm of space to showcase all the best prod- 
ucts from the different regions of the Philippines. 
‘The Ancient Island and Colonial Island will be 
taken over by the Nayong Pilipino, which will in- 
vest P40 million to develop the area. We want to 
put in camival rides and host wedding events. 
‘The 35,000-seat amphitheater will have monthly 
events, We plan to gate the sides to prevent ille- 
gal entrants during concerts. 

On airlines now operating at Cake 
Diosdado Macapagal International Airport 

Luciano: The budget airlines are creating 
new markets. For example, overseas Filipino 
‘workers in Asian cities now go home four times 
a year to see their families because fares are 
cheap at P5,000 or less per trip. Or they bring 
their Families over on weekends. More middle- 
income earners are also able to afford the fares. 

Before the start of the budget flights in Clark, 
only 3 percent of Malaysians traveled. That's 
750,000 out of 23 million passengers. There has 
been a 3-percent increase of late. In the Philip- 
pines, we are 80 million-plus. If 1 percent of Fil- 
ipinos travel, that's another 800,000 passengers. 
Philippine Airlines flights to Malaysia are not af- 
fected because these still cater to businessmen. 

‘The flights to and from Clark are cheap be- 
cause there are no frills—no use of travel 
agent, no food during flight, baggage are lim- 
ited to 15 kilograms, little administrative 
costs, and airport fees are lower because the 
DMIA is a secondary airport. 

We are developing Clark as regional base 
for the airlines and as a northern hub. Asian 
Spirit is now building one. So there will be 
flights from Clark to Laoag, Baguio, Poro 
Point and Tuguegarao. 

Cebu Pacific came three years ago. There 
were no budget flights then so it was not vi- 
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ROUNDUP 
New teaching approaches 


DAVAO CITY—At least 28 teachers 
in the Autonomous Region in Mus- 
iim Mindanao (ARMM) were taught 
alternative teaching methods partic- 
ularly on the use of the Internet to 
impart knowledge to their students. 
The projectis a joint effort by the 
Growth with Equity in Mindanao 
(GEM), a program funded by the 
United States Agency for Interna- „7 
tional Development (USAID), and 
computer firm IBM. The teachers have recently trained in basic computer 
use under the “IBM eMentor scholarship” project. USAID mission director 
Jon Lindborg said improving the education sector in the region would mean 
a better future for its children. Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Gang members nabbed 

STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Police here arrested four members of a gang notori- 
ous for car thefts, robbery-holdup and gunrunning. Senior Supt. Federico 

N. Terte. Laguna police chief, said three of the suspects are natives of Ca 
marines Norte and and one was a resident of Barangay Pagsawitan. During 
interrogation. one of the suspects admitted involvement in a recent car theft 
in Daet. Camarines Norte. Police recovered four motorcycles in their pos- 
session. Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Taxi receipts pushed 

LEGAZPI CITY—Despite strong opposition from operators, the Land Trans- , 
portation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) should push through“ 
With its plan to require all taxicabs to issue official receipts to their passen- 
gers, Catanduanes Rep. Joseph Santiago said. The plan is not only tax-effi- 
Sieni but also commuter-riendly, the House transportation and communi- 
Cations committee vice chair added in a statement. The LTFRB has ordered 

Sil cab operators to upgrade their meters with one that prints out receipts or 
face fines. Gil Francis Arevalo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


NPA rebs kili cop 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Lagune—A member of a police ant-insurgency unit 
was slain by three suspected New People's Army rebels in Nasugbu, Batangas 
on Jan. 21. Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Calabarzon police chief, said SPOT 
Dionisio Calara, 43, assigned to the 401st Provincial Mobile Group based In 
Barangay Palico, Nasugbu town, was jogging a few meters from his house In 
Barangay Sais at about 6:50 a.m. when the three armed men on board atricy- ` 
cle blocked his path and shot him several times. He said Calara was able to 
Shoot back and hit one of the suspects, but died from at least 12 bullet 
Wounds in different parts of the body. The suspects fled to Barangay Bundu- 
tan. Supt. Ronaldo Olay, 4018: PMG group director, said Calara had received 
desih treats from the rebels Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mayor’s aide killed 


CALAMBA CITY—A security aide of Bay, Laguna Mayor Bruno Ramos was 
‘gunned down by unidentified assailants in Los Baños, Laguna on Jan. 23. 
Los Baños police chief Chief Insp. Marvin Saro said Fernando Llamado, a 
bodyguard of Ramos, was alighting from a tricycle along the national road 
in Barangay Maahas when twa armed men on board a motorcycle shot him 
in the head twice with a .45-cal. pistol at about 7:30 a.m. The two gunmen 
escaped to the direction of Bay town. 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


City withholds permits 


LUCENA City—The Lucena City 
government has withheld the re- 
newal of business permits and reg- 
istratlon of at least 46 business 
firms here for violating the Solid 
Waste Management Act of 2000. 
Delfin llao, head of Task Force 9003, 
a group of “environmental police- 
men.” said the establishments have 
to first pay fines before their busi- 
ness permits are renewed. lao sald 

he had asked the city’s Business Permit and Licensing Qifice to have appli- 
cations for renewal of business permits pass his office for verification Last 
year, Mayor Ramon Talaga Jr. deputized a group of civilians to monitor busin: 
ness establishments that do not maintain clean surroundings within a five- 
meter radius. The task force members have also been asked to arrest 
drivers of jeeps, buses and tricycles that do not have trash cans and per- 
sons caught littering and taking oul garbage alter collection hours. Delfin 
Mallari Je, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Ateneo reunion 

MEMBERS of the Ateneo de Davao High School Glass ‘56 will celebrate the 
olden jubilee of thelr graduation at the Marco Polo Hotel in Davao Clty from 
Feb. 3 to 5. Class alumni president Amado Qantas sald In a news release 
that the highlight of the afar is a Mass to be held at the Ateneo de Davao 
High School Chapel at Matina, Davao City on Feb. 4. For details, contact Or- 
tando Ozoa in Quezon City at 938-1808, 0927-872-7301; and Amado Can- 
tos, Davao City, 982-225-8004, 1981-231-1188. 
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We want to help our farmers as 
soon as possible,” she said in a 
brief message in Gapan City 
where she officiated in the inau- 
guration of that city’s city hall. 

She said she was aware of the 
devastation brought by flooding 
and rains to the province. 

The President said she was 
sure that Nueva Ecija, among oth- 
ers, will receive a big amount 
from the funds. 

Reports from the provincial 
agricultural officer in Nueva Ecija 
said P463 million worth of crops 
were damaged in the province. 

Isabela, the other province 
which suffered crop destruction, 
reported losses amounting to 
P452 million. The other 
provinces which reported dam- 
ages were Cagayan and Aurora. 

‘Diaz and military officers said 
reports that Ms Arroyo went to 
Fort Magsaysay for a loyalty 
check on soldiers were not true. 

Anselmo Roque and Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Renato Diaz, presidential ad- 
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Gloria orders P1B 
released for areas 
ruined by Agaton’ 


CABANATUAN CITY—PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo on Tuesday an- 
nounced the release of a total of PL 
billion to the National Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council for flood control 
infrastructure projects and agricul- 
tural assistance in calamity-prone 
areas this year: 


viser for North Luzon, said Ms Ar- 
royo announced the P500-million 
budget for additional flood-miti- 
gating measures at the end of a 
meeting with local officials of Isa- 
bel, Nueva Vizcaya, Nueva Ecija 
and Aurora at the Philippine 
Armys Fort Magsaysay in Nueva 
Ecija. 


city hall also in Nueva Ecija, the 
President said she was releasing 
another 
seedlings and other forms of farm 
support to farmers who suffered 
losses. 


mulo) Neri of budget and autho- 
rized him to release the amount. 


Army says 8 NPAs slain 
in Tarlac, Negros clashes 


Military reports said soldiers 
recovered at least six M-16 rifles 
from the encounter sites. 

Emil Paragas, a staff member of 
the human rights group Karapatan 
in Tarlac, said soldiers regulated 
the entry and exit of vehicles and 
people in the three villages while 
pursuit operations were ongoing. 

‘The clashes were the first inci- 
dents that erupted this year in Tar- 
lac, one of the known strongholds 
of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines in Central Luzon. 

De la Calzada said soldiers were 
on patrol when they encountered 
the communist rebels in Negros. 

He said soldiers of the 61st In- 
fantry Battalion were hunting the 
other rebels who fled following the 
dash. With a report from Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Mindoro folk 
hold caravan 
vs Crew mines 


CITY OF CALAPAN—ABOUT 10,000 MIN- 
dorefios joined a caravan Monday to mark the 
signing of a 25-year mining moratorium 
passed four years ago and to reiterate their 
strong opposition to the entry of the Mindoro 
Nickel Project of Crew Develop- 
ment/Aglubang Mining Corp. in the province. 

Led by the provincial government of Orien- 
tal Mindoro, the Apostolic Vicariate of Cala- 
pan and Alyansa Laban sa Mina (Alamin), the 
caravan left north from Calapan at about 6:30 
a.m. and passed through the towns of Baco, 
Naujan, Victoria and Socorro, while another 
group started out south from the town of 
Pinamalayan. 

Tn a statement sent to the INQUIRER, Alamin 
demanded the suspension of exploration ac- 
tivities by the Aglubang Mining Corp. for the 
nickel project and the immediate cancellation 
of the Mineral Production Sharing Agreement 
(MPSA) granted to the corporation by the Of- 
fice of the President and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

The caravan converged at the gymnasium 
in the municipality of Pola, hometown of Vice 
President Noli de Castro, and planned site for 
the processing plant and land-based tailings 
dam of Crew Development. 

‘The province's municipal mayors, Sanggu- 
niang Panlalawigan members, governor, vice 
governor, congressmen from the two districts, 
students, Mangyans, government employees, 
non-government organizations and people's 
organizations joined the caravan. 

Mindoro Gov. Arnan Panaligan said it was 
the first time “the people of Mindoro have 
united to show their opposition to the project, 
‘which has no social acceptability.” 

Mayor Alex Aranas of Pola town, who is al- 
so president of the League of Mayors in Orien- 
tal Mindoro, said he would do his best to get 
the help of De Castro. Marciano Virola Jr. 
and Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


and assorted firearms from the 
scene,” an Associated Press re- 
port quoted Monta as saying. 

Monta, in the AP report, said the 
fighting broke out after residents in 
Sta. Ignacia tipped off soldiers that a 
group of NPA rebels were in the area. 

Monta, in an interview with the 
said the encounters 
thwarted a plan by the NPA to attack 
the police station in Mayantoc town. 

TSgt. Angelo de la Calzada, 
AFP Civil Relations Team leader 
based in Bacolod City, said one 
soldier was injured in the Negros 
clash. He was Sgt. Peter Calise. 

Le. Col. Gregory Cayetano, com- 
mander of the Army's 71st Infantry 
Batalion that engaged the rebels, 
said the dashes continued through 
Tuesday afemoon in Barangays 
David, Lawacamulag and Linglingay 


Inguren, 
of the Amys 7020d Infancy 
Brigade, said no civilians were hurt 
in the Tarlac gunfights. The INQURER. 
reached Garcia by phone while he 
was directing operations from one 
of the encounter sites at 3:15 p.m. 
Bur Lt. Col. Preme Monta, 
spokesperson of the military's 
Northern Luzon Command, told 
the INQUIRER that reports received 
by the Nolcom indicated that 18 
rebels were killed in the clashes. 
“We have recovered 18 bodies 


‘The New People’s Army's Nelson 


Ina village in Kauayan, Negros 


Col. Ricardo Garcia, commander 
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Department of National Defense 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(OND-Proper Procurement of Services) 

1. The Department of National Defense, through OND-Proper Bid and Awards Commitioe. invites 
tUppliersrmanufacturers/distibutors/contraciors to apply for eligiblity and to bid for the following 
projects 
Ganoral Services for C¥-2008 (Re-Bidding) 

Name of Project Approved Budget 

for Contract ABC) 

Davey of Punkad Dining Wistar ior OND employee 751522 68 

‘Subscription offorign magazines andiocal newspapers | 1.17700000 

Saber 

TOTAL 


II. The schedule of activites as follows: 


ACTIVITES. 
Issuance ol id Documents 


Description 


1 Ponad Donkin Wais 
2  Subsenpion Expenses 


SSES 


mue 
ELSE 


VENUE DATE 


Frsenen Gr "TS 10 Fsh 2066 
2059-6 | 


OAS Annex Big. | SO February 2006 1 _9:30AM-5.00 PM 

These shal be n accordance wih the prescribed periods alowed 

Post Quallelon in tne implementing Rules and Rogustons (RRYA ol RA 9184 dated 
Issuance ol Nonce of Award 10 January 2003 

A Bis Documents wil be available oniy 1o prospective bidders upon payment of non-refundable amount 
Bs indicated below to the OND-Proper BAC Secretariat, Procurement Branch, Office of Administrative 
Services, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City. Tel. No. 911-8118: 


Name of Project 


Dedine r SubmisionOpeing of Bs 
4 Evasion 


Cost of Bidding Documents 
General Services 
1. Punfiad Drinking Water 
2 Subscriplion Expenses 


0000 
1,200.00 


‘Bidders who have secured he bidding documents in the previous bidding in any of the above projects 
may no longer secure new bidding documents but hey are encouraged to gat updates from the OND- 
Proper BAC Secretariat. 


IV. The eligibility Check/Screening as well as tho Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary ‘pass/iair criteria. Post qualification of he lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. All 
particulars relate to Eligiblly Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Pertormance Security, Pre- 
Bidding Conforence(s), valuation of Bids, Post-Cualifcation and Award of Coniraci shall be governed 
by the pertinent provisions of RA. 9184 and its implementing Rules and Regulations Part-A (IRR-A). 


V. To faciitate eilgibiity checking, manufacturers andlor suppliers who wish to participate In the public 
‘ving may apply for registration win the DND-Propar BAC Secretariat at least feen (15) days pror 
{othe Scheduled submission and opening of bids for the procurement projects ney wish lo paricipale. 


Vi. The OSND assumes no responsibilty whatsoever lo compensate or indemnify bidders for any 
expenses Incurred in the preparation of he bid. 


VIL. The OSNO resorves the right to rect any or all bids, waive any formality and award the Contract lo 
{he bidder whose proposal is tne most advantageous to he government as evaluated by the DND- 
Proper Bids and Awards Committee (OND-Proper BAC). 


Vl. The invitation is also posted ما‎ the DBM Procurement Service website at www.procursment 
Janice org.. and the OND website, in accordance wit the IRR-A ol R A 9184 Furtnor, (shal also be 
Posted at conspicuous places in ihe premises of re Department of National Defense (OND). 


(Sod ) ASSISTANT SECRETARY RUBEN F CIRON 
‘Chairman, DND-Propor BAC 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


RIGHT SUSPECTED COMMUNIST REBELS 
were killed while three soldiers were wounded 
in,geparate clashes in Tarlac and Negros Occi- 
dental, the military said. 


Mesina Command in Tarlac said 
they were still confirming the death 
tbll reported by the military. They 
said their reports indicated there 
were casualties among civilians in 
Barangay Sta. Inez West where the 
first clash broke out at 5 a.m. 


Occidental, the military said a 
rebel was killed and five others 
were injured. 
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Boom tarifen 


5 hurt in Mandaluyong gas tank explosion 


leak could have been caused by 
the worn-out hose connecting the 
LPG tank to the burner. He ad- 
vised homeowners to always 
check the hoses connecting thelr 
burners and tanks. He said tanks 
should also be located in well- 
ventilated areas. 


Hearing the sound and feeling 
the impact, neighbors thought 
their area had been bombed. 

The victims were brought to 
the Mandaluyong City Medical 
Center. Because of his serious in- 
juries, investigators have yet to 
talk to Renato. Tablay said the 
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AMENDED MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 

NO. AO-25-11-003 

Original Date: November 16, 2005 

Dale Amended: January 30, 2006 

to ALL RICE-BASED FARMERS ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER 
‘SECTORS (INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES) 

‘THE NFAADMINISTRATOR 

AMENDMENTS TO THE GENERAL GUIDELINES ON THE 
PARTICIPATION OF FARMERS' ORGANIZATIONS AND ALL 
OTHER SECTORS IN THE IMPORTATION OF RICE FOR YEAR 
2006 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


FROM 
SUBJECT 


Pursuant lo he powers granted io the National Food Authorty (NEA) under Presidentit 
Decree No. 4 as amended, to estanish rules and requations governing tne importation 
ol rice, and by virtue of tho NFA Council Resolution No. 258-2K6A dated January 
27. 2006, this Amended Memorandum Circular is hereby Issued amending 
Memorandum Circular No, AO-2k6-11-003 dated November 16, 2005 for the 
following provisions to wit. 
A General Guidelines 
DR E 
11. Importers under 2003, 2004 and 2005 rice importation under the FAI program 
whose violations were lat/non-arrivas of the rice stocks are not quallied to 
participate unless penalties have been paid. 
Miled rice contained in small or big packages/containers d SOkg should 
‘conform with the Philppine standards on packaging and labeling 
ARRIVAL OF IMPORTATION 
Rice cargoes must be inspected at the load port by surveyors to be 
appoiniedchosen by the importer irom a ist provided by the NFA or that 
are accredited by BOC. The surveyors services shall be for the account ot 
Supplier andlor importer. 
Tne discharge ports tor this 2006 importation are the Port ol Manila, tha 
Mania Intemational Container Port, the Port o Batangas, tne Port ol Cebu, 
the Port of Cagayan de Oro, the Subic Por, he Port of Bacolod, the Port ot 
Poro Point La Union and the Port of Davao. 
‘hiss for complance ol ali concemed and the guidelines shall take effect immediately 
APPROVED: 


GREGORIO Y. TAN, JR.‏ رفوم 
Adminstrator‏ 
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ty of Alfredo Renato, 46, sudden- 
ly burst into flames. 

Renato suffered burns all over 

body. His wife Marlyn, 42, and 
their children Allen, 17 and Alfre- 
do Jr, 9, who were sleeping when 
the incident happened were also 
hurt after the house collapsed. 


One of the five injured, Raul 
del Rosario, 34, said he had just 
ycle at about 12:30 
a.m. yesterday when he smelled 


‘The next thing he knew, debris 
were falling all over him after a 
nearby house, owned by the fami- 


parked his 


gas. 


tank, broke the windows of sever- 
al houses and burned a two-story 
house to the ground. Five per- 
sons, including a 9-year-old boy, 
‘were injured, FO3 Victorio Tablay 
told the INQurreR yesterday. 

“The burnt house looked as if it 
vras bombed,” Tablay said. 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE SOUND OF AN EXPLOSION 
shattered the silence in Barangay 
Mauway, Mandaluyong City after 
midnight yesterday, 

The blast, caused by a leaking 
liquified petroleum gas (LPG) 


Dog meat can be dangerous to one’s health 


“Dog meat traders butcher the animals in 
unsanitary slaughterhouses,” Llanera said, 
stressing that consumers could suffer from 
food poisoning after eating dirty meat. She 
added that hospitals rarely documented cases 
of food poisoning due to eating dog meat, 
“They only indicate that the patients died of 
simple food poisoning,” Llanera said. 

“The AKI officials also said butchers who cut 
up dog meat could be infected with the virus 
if they forget to wash their hands and touch 
their eyes or lips. AKI founder and president 
Charles Wartenberg said the government has 
failed to act on their recommendation to 
amend the Animal Welfare Law or Republic 
Act 8485. “I think this is an absolute dis- 
grace,” Wartenberg said. “The government 
should be doing its job saving the lives of both 
dogs and human beings.” RA 8485 penalizes 
violators, including dog meat traders, with a 
measly P1,000 fine or six months imprison- 
ment. "Dogs are pets and companion animals, 
not food,” the AKI official said. 


Dec. 13 but died after a few hours, he added. 

“We had many dreams for her and now 
she’s gone,” the father said in Ilonggo. “I am 
now appealing to everyone to stop eating 
dogs to avoid this kind of tragedy” 

AKF chief veterinarian Winston Samaniego 
said the rabies virus may have entered the 
girl's system though a tooth cavity. When a 
person eats or chews the meat of a dog infect- 
ed with rabies, the virus enters the nerve end- 
ings though a cavity, a loose tooth or a cut in 
the gums, Samaniego added, 

The virus then passes through the lymph 
nodes and multiplies in the brain, resulting in 
the victim’s death. Samaniego said the virus 
ultimately damages the central nervous sys- 
tem, which includes the brain and spinal. 
cord. The veterinarian said the typical incuba- 
tion period for rabies can be as short as 4 to 6 
weeks or as long as 1 to S years. 

However, he, stressed that eating healthy 
dogs could be as dangerous as eating rabid 
ones. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


EATING DOG MEAT IS NOT ONLY CRUEL TO 
man’s best friend. It could also be fatal to man 
himself. 

An animal welfare group issued this warn- 
ing yesterday following the death of a 4-year- 
old girl who was given dog meat by her neigh- 
bors who were holding a drinking session. 

“Bating dog meat can cause death especial- 
ly if the animal is rabid,” Animal Kingdom 
Foundation Inc. (AKF) officer in charge 
Suzanne Llanera said during a press confer- 
ence at the Bayview Hotel in Manila. 

Ressia Mae Edoria of Barangay Molobolo, 
Cauayan, Negros Occidental died last Decem- 
ber of rabies and encephalitis, days after 
neighbors gave her dog meat cooked as pulu- 
tan (appetizer). 

Renante Edoria, the girl's father, said his 
daughter suffered from high fever and exhib- 
ited symptoms of rabies shortly after eating 
the meat, Ressia was taken to the hospital on 


Artists bat for reopening of Arroceros Park 


Before, students and professional artists came 
here to share ideas, but not anymore,” Mene- 
ses said. 

He added that even their livelihood was 
somehow affected by the park's closure. Some 
of the proceeds from the sale of their artwork 
‘went to Winner Foundation, the park caretak- 
er. 

‘Winner is locked in a court battle with the 
Manila City government. Winner claims it has 
been given a 15-year contract to develop the 
park but the local government said that the 
contract is not valid. 


deep vvell issue 


shoulder the cost of the service pipe connec- 
tion up to the tapping point of water supply at 
SM Fairview. AS per Maynilad’s initial esti- 
mate, this will amount to P2,879,008.00, in- 
clusive of the guarantee deposit. A series of 
negotiations for the reduction of connection 
fees and guarantee deposit attributed to the 
delay in the connection of the Maynilad water 
supply to SM Fairview.” 


proposing to have him declared as an adopted 
son of the city. Pacquiao, a native of General San- 

has already been adopted by Manila and 
Parafiaque City. In a proposed resolution, Coun- 
cilor Winston Castelo and Sangguniang Kabataan 
Federation president Junie Marie Castelo pushed 
for the boxing hero's proclamation as the city's 
‘own for bringing “honor, prestige and recogni- 
tion” to the country. 

DJ Yap 


public,” he told Inquiren. “I hope the city offi- 
cials understand that and heed our plea,” 

The park has been closed for several 
months because of the ongoing construction 
of a teachers’ center in the area. 

Before its closure, however, Meneses and 
other artists had visited the park every week- 
end to draw its century-old trees, the Pasig 
River and other visitors, Right now, they have 
to pass through a narrow alley at the foot of 
‘Quezon Bridge to get inside the park. 

“Not many people know the way to get 
here. All they see are that the gates are closed. 


Fairview illegal 


ning,” according to a statement sent to the IN- 
QURER by SM legal counsel Epitacio Borcelis. 
“On the issue of availability of water supply 
from Maynilad Water Services Inc. (Mayni- 
lad), Maynilad’s available tapping point for 
‘water supply to SM Fairview is away from SM 
Fairview. Maynilad will not bring the tapping 
point of Maynilad water supply to the SM sup- 
ply pipe at the SM Fairview unless SM will 


METROBRIEFS . ` 


nated in the interception of the eight container vans. 
Leila S. Salaveria 


QC wants Pacquiao 

AT THE RATE he's going, boxing icon Manny 
Pacman’ Pacquiao could soon be every city's 
adopted son following his victory over Mexican 
boxer Eric Morales in Las Vegas. Quezon City is 
the latest local government unit to jump on the 
“Pacman” bandwagon, with two local officials 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


NOTICE TO THE DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
RURAL BANK OF 218 CENTURY (BALAGTAS), INC. 


Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 79 dated January 19, 2006 ordering the 
closure of the Rural Bank of 21 Century (Balagtas), Inc. (RBCI), the Philippine Deposit 


its operations for the servicing of claims for 


Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start 


een 


insured deposits in the closed RBCI on Wednesday, January 26, 2006. 
. Depositors are requested to proceed directly to the following payout sites where they 


can file thelr claims with the PDIC representatives during office hours (8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM), from Monday to Friday, except holidays. 


ABC! Otice/Branch Payout Site/ Address 
Balagtas (Head Otice) | Km. 29, San Juan, Balagtas, Bulacan 
Bulacan Branch ‘Bagumbayan, Bulacan, Bulacan 
Bocaue Branch Binang Il, Bocaue, Bulacan 
MeycauayanBranch | Slo Niño, Meycauayan, Bulacan 


Duration of Initial Operations 
Jan. 25, 2006 to Feb. 3, 2006 
‘Jan, 25, 2006 to Feb.3, 2008 
‘Jan, 25, 2006 10 Feb. 3, 2006 
Jan. 25, 2008 to Feb. 10, 2008 


After the said date, all depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC Claims 
‘Counter, 6" Floor, SSS BLDG, Ayala Avenue corner V.A. Rufino St., Makati City from 
Monday to Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. or by mall to: 


‘The Manager 

Cialins Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit insurance Corporation 
2228 Chino Roces Avenue 

1231 Makati City 


. Depositors are advised to present the following requirements to the PDIC 
representatives when filing their claims: 


a. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook, Certificate of Time 
Deposit, or Bank Statement including Unused Checks. 
b. Two (2) latest valid identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositor's signature. 


Other documents may be required by the PDIC representatives in the course of thelr 
processing of claims filed. 


i. Pursuant to the provision of R.A. 3591, as amended by R.A. 9302, the last day for 
fling claims for insured deposits in the closed Rural Bank of 21" Century (Balagtas), 
Ire, 15 on j. After January 21, 2008, PDIC, as insurer, shall no longer 
‘accept any claim for insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
(ot January 25; February 1 48, 2000) 


By Tina G. Santos 


SEVERAL PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS YESTER- 
day appealed to the city government of Mani- 
Ja to reopen to the public the contested Arro- 
ceros Forest Park. 

Leo Meneses, one of the artists who 
claimed to draw inspiration from the park's 
lush foliage, said the park's closure has de- 
prived them of a place where they can exer- 
cise their craft. 

“We come here for inspiration. Besides, it’s 
a public place, it should be kept open to the 


SM rejoinder to 


SM PRIME HOLDINGS, INC., THE OWNER 
of SM Fairview, denied a news report on the 
use of illegal deep wells that appeared in the 
Jan. 22, 2006 issue of the INQUIRER (Metro sec- 
tion). 

“Results of an inspection by the National 
Water Resources Board last Oct. 19, 2005 
showed that Deepwell no. 1 was shut down as 
shown by the flow meter which was not run- 


No to garbage burning 
QUEZON City resi- 
dents who burn their 
garbage on streets or 
sidewalks may soon 
end up in jail. Five 
councilors have filed 
an ordinance banning 
the burning of waste 
on streets or side- 
‘walks—any property 
that is deemed to be owned by the city govern- 
ment—with the city council Not only does this 
habit worsen alr pollution, it also poses a threat 
to public health and could also cause fires, ac- 
cording to Councilors Resty Malangen. Rommel 
Abesa, Eric Rey Medina, Francisco Calalay Jr. and 
Janet Malaya, proponents of the ordinance. Viola- 
tors shall be fined P2,000 on the first offense and 
P3,000 on the second offense. Subsequent of- 
tenses, however, will mean either a P5,000 fine or 
imprisonment from six months to one year, de- 
pending on the discretion of the court. 


KAYA TIGILAN 
N'YO NA "YAN | 
PERHUWISYO “YAN | 


DJ Yap 
Roldan hearing reset 


LAWYERS of actor and former Quezon City Rep. 
‘Dennis Roldan, who has been linked to the kidnap- 
ping of a three-year-old boy, falled to present their 
‘witness yesterday after Pasig City Regional Trial Court 
Judge Agnes Reyes-Carpio called in sick. The hearing 
was rescheduled for Feb. 21, exactly a year after 
Roldan was arrested in his house in Quezon City. He 
‘and six other suspects are accused of kidnapping a 
Chinese-filipino boy in February 2005. The group al- 
legedly asked for a ransom of P250 millon at the 
start of negotiations with the victim's family. Roldan 
has denied the allegations. The actor, Romeo Orcaja- 
da, Adrian Domingo and the San Andres couple are 
detained at the Pasig City Jali while Octavio Garces, 
who had testified against Roldan and Suzette Wang, 
Is detained at the Philippine National Police Custodial 
Center. Roldan's alleged girtfriend, Wang, also a sus- 
pectin the Kidnapping case, remains at large. 

Edson 6, Tandoo 


Resins shipment seized 

EIGHT container vans loaded with plastic resins 
wero intercepted by agents of the Customs Intel 
‘gence and Investigation Service (CIIS) as they were 
being brought out of the Manila International Con- 
tainer Port (MICP) Thursday last week. Jarlus Pa- 
guntalan of the customs’ intelligence and Investiga- 
tion division sald he received atip trom an intor- 
mant that a plastic resin shipment from China 
would be spirited out of the MIGP using tampered 
Import permits from the Cavite Export Processing 
Zone Authority. Acting on the tip, Paguntalan direct- 
‘ed Risk Management Group head Danilo Ablaza to 
verity he report. The 14-hour survellance and 
stakeout operations at the MICP and Cepza culmi- 
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Blast rocks court SE cops on alert 


By Marx. Ortiz (CA) building on Orosa St, in Er- discovery earlier in the day of laong has downplayed the explo- caused by a gang war" Bulaong dentas the guest of honor. 
mita, Manila, at around 9:30 p.m. bombing materials in the bag ofa den in front of the CA, saying it said yesterday, adding that his men _ Meanwhile, the police said that 
“THE POLICE DECLARED A The heightened police vigi- Light Rail Transit Line-2 passen- was caused by a pillbox thrown are now tracing the whereabouts of Zaldy Munda, 44, who was caught 
Metrovvide alert Monday night asa lance, however, was prompted ger Manila Police District (MPD) by warring street gangs. the groups responsible for throwing with two dynamite sticks, five blast- 
‘Next rocked the Court of Appeals not by the explosion but by the director Chief Supt. Pedro Bu- “It appears that the incident was the pillbox. Based on the report of ing caps and a lighter at the LRT 
the MPD-Explosive Ordnance Dis- Line-2 Santolan station on Monday 
posal Section, the blast occurred af- afternoon, has no ties with terrorist 
ter two groups of teenagers were groups or with forces who want to 

seen arguing in front of the CA bring down the government. 
building. Pieces of black electrical “We look at Munda as an ordi- 
tape with plastic wrappers and nary criminal offender. He will be 
small nails, which could have been charged with illegal possession of 
used for the homemade pillbox, the explosives,” said Director Vidal 
police added. Querol, chief of the National Capi- 
A group calling itself Tabak or tal Region Police Office (NCRPO) 
Taong Bayan at Kawal ng Pilip- “So far, he has no records atthe In- 
inas, however, has claimed re- telligence Group or the Intelli- 
sponsibility for the incident. gence Service of the Armed Forces 
In a text message sent to a TV QË the Philippines,” said Senior 
network, the group made several Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr, head of the 

demands, among them the resig- NCRPO Intelligence Group. 
nation of President Macapagal- Munda, a construction worker, 
Arroyo before Feb. 22, and thatof said the dynamite was intended 
‘Armed Forces chief Gen. Generoso for a fishpond project in Antipolo 
Senga, together with other mili- City. “Tm no terrorist,” he told 
tary officials allegedly involved in media. “I'm just an ordinary 
the “Hello, Garci,” controversy. worker trying to earn a living.” 
The CA is celebrating its 70th With Luige A. del Puerto and Ed- 

anniversary today, with the Presi- son C. Tandoc Jr. 


Toa company with Visibility, 


TT Alleged kidnap ring 
leader nabbed at Naia 


By Leila B. Salaverria show up at the bureau even once. 
BI intelligence agents have 
AGENTS OF THE BUREAU OF been trying to locate the suspect 
Immigration (BI) operatives ar- but failed because he allegedly 
rested an Indian man suspected kept on moving from one house 
of heading a kidnap-for-ransom to another. 
group targeting other Indiansin Hussin said the kidnap syndi- 
the Philippines as he attempted cate that Singh allegedly operat- 
to leave the country. ed victimized other Indians in 
The suspect, Kulwant Singh, Rizal province and eastern Metro 
was arrested on Jan. 24 at the Ni- Manila, which is comprised of 
noy Aquino International Airport Marikina, Pasig, Mandaluyong 
as he was about to board a Singa- cities and San Juan town. 
pore Airlines flight to Singapore He added that BI operatives 
en route to New Delhi. were also looking for Singh's sus- 
Singh was carrying fraudulent pected accomplices. 
travel papers that consisted of a According to the bureau, Singh 
fake reentry permit and an exit could have connections with the 
Clearance certificate, BI commis- group that abducted an Indian busi- 
sioner Alipio Fernandez Jr. said. _nessman in Marikina last week. 
Fernandez added that accord- Singh was arrested on the 
ing to BI intelligence chief Faizal same day the police rescued the 
Hussin, Singh had been sum- businessman in San Mateo, Rizal. 
moned by the bureau several One of the suspects the police 
times before his arrest to answer caught during the operation was 
Interested? Give us a call at 730-1999 or visit www. get-visibility.com for more information. allegations that he was involved another Indian, who allegedly act- 
in kidnapping activities and was ed as the group's tipster. Another 
using several aliases. suspect was killed when he shot it 
Singh, however did notbotherto out with lawmen. 


PNP pays tribute to NCRPO’s finest 


By Jocelyn R. Uy Collado, P02 Jon-Jon Jano and 
the late 202 Dino Portillo of the 
THIRTEEN POLICEMEN WILL Quezon City Police District. 
receive medals for a job well done Senior Insp. Dominador Areva- 
when the National Capital Region lo Jr. of the Manila Police District 
Fer ل‎ that gara: places Police Office (NCRPO) celebrates and the Northern Police Districts 
the 15th anniversary of the P02 Guiam Ibrahim will be given 
Philippine National Police (PNP) the Col. Robustiano Javier 
at Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig Award. Individual awards will be 
City tomorrow. given to Senior Supt. Jose Gen- 
qi An 8 Gl be Five policemen will receive the tiles, Supt. Bonet Bale Gust 
Sch ri t pë Brig. Gen. Ricardo Papa Sr. Insp. Alejandro Yanquiling, 
Soiutions QEJT 2, Joel Borda of the Pablo. Selloriquez, 202 Donny 
erg geg geg CR جر‎ eg =e Northern Police District; P03 Francisco and Senior Insp. Teresi- 
aer) E ag Disilito Custodio of the Eastern ta Lim for outstanding perfor- 
vgl nn ` we di com. ph d Ze ا‎ 
‘Visibility 1 a service by both Glabe Teter om and Innove Communications. e 
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RP athlete to be stripped of gold 


SEA Games taekwondo champ Singson flunks drug test, says POC 
By Musong R. Castillo 


THE LUSTER OF THE COUNTRY’S SHINING a i e: $ 
conquest in the 23rd Southeast Asian Games $ س‎ 
dimmed a bit yesterday after Filipino taekwon- 

do winner Esther Marie Singson was found to 

have used performance-enhancing drugs. She 

would be stripped of her gold medal. 


philippine Olympic | يك‎ 3. ri 
wl d | Taekwondo gold medalists 
general Steve Hon- ——— Wb ee 5 2 
tiveros confirmed that 
Singson, who won the 
gold in the ban- 
tamweight ` division, 
was indeed the athlete 
who failed the test. 

` Singson could not 
be reached for com- 
ment, but Mila Meni- 
cable, the athlete's 
godmother and guar- 
dian since her child- 
hood days, said the 
University of Santo 
‘Tomas standout was 
shattered when she 
learned the news last 
Sunday She said 
Singson still can’t be- 
lieve she flunked the 
dope test. 

“We were shocked,” 
said Menicable, who 
has been taking care of 
Singson since the ath- 
letës mother left for 
the United States, in 
Filipino. “We know 
theres no way she 
could have flunked the 


= Gah Joen the Surprise! 


ESTHER Singson 


she came out negative. ` PS e 
E kke Kia Motors has worked hard to i ıd devel 
teste they were all TSHOMLEE Go JAPOY Lizardo ia Motors has worked hard to improve and develop constantly, giving us the power to take you 


quartered, so how by surprise. And that we'll do each time you see or try out one of our latest vehicles. Have a look 


could she have tested positive all of hardly make a dent on the Philip- 8 1 A 3 
den fe al A at Kia Motors. We've got a lot more surprises in store for you in 2006. 


Menicable said Singson has been “cause embarassment,” said a POC 
despondent since Sunday. official who declined to be named. 
“She's been crying a lot and she Te Philippines won 113 gold 
cannot concentrate on her studies,” medals, apart from 86 silvers and 
Menicable said, adding that they 96 bronzes, in ruling the Games for 
are waiting for whatever the Philip- the first time since 1977. 
pine Taekwondo Association will Singson, Japoy Lizardo and Kris- 
do to acton the matter. tine Elaine Alora, as well as Athens 
Hontiveros and Dr. Raul Canlas, Olympians Marie Antoinette Rivero, 
director of the Philippine Center for Donald Geisler and Tshomice Go 
Sports Medicine, said the SEA ruled their respective divisions. 
Games Federation would come out Singson stands to lose the 
with an official statement soon. P100,000 in cash incentives the 
Drug tests were. randomly con- government had already given out 
ducted on athletes during the bienni- to each of the 113 gold medalists. 
al Games held from Now 27 to Dec. 5 The athlete also faces possible 
last year. Gold medalists are all re- sanctions from the POC, the Philip 
quired to undergo doping tests also. pine Sports Commission and the 
‘Although the drug test result will national taekwondo association 


La Salle cage squad 
files leave of absence 


By Jasmine W. Payo the men’s basketball tournament 
despite academic deficiencies. 
DE LA SALLE UNIVERSITY YES- Also, despite La Salle’s deci- Photo may vary from actual unit 
terday set in motion its plan to re- don to skip one season, sources 
form its recruitment program by said that nothing is final since 
voluntarily pulling out of the the “content of the leter will be 
UAAP men’s basketball competi- deliberated upon along with the 
tion next season, findings” of the eligibility case 
In a letter addressed to UAAP involving Archers Mark Benitez 
board president Fr Max Rendon, and Tim Gatchalian. 
La Salle informed the league UAAP representatives re- 
yesterday ofits decision to take a mained tight-lipped on La Salle's KAMOS 
one-year leave of absence from move, but the league's fact-find- POPE EE HI 
the senior cage wars only. ing” committee recently an- >» Kta, Major Sponsor and Official Car of Australian Open 2008 SORENTO The Power to Surprise” 
There was, however, a slight nounced that it would release its 
confusion on the interpretation decision and recommendations 
of league rules regarding leave by the end of the month. Bg amazed with KIA ot those authorized Zeck 
of absences, League rules state In November last year, La | SES a ms eneen 9 
that a member school cannot Salle executive vice president Dr. Pere I a سس‎ 
pull out Of one of two compulso- Carmelita Quebengco already | | BEE e a paa ena, “Ac ao kre coe Pi 
Ty sports: basketball and volley- _ hinted of the university's plan to Séien E Dee D mengen 
ball, take a voluntary leave as part of EEE rr Se be Pren 
In 1994, Adamson was sus- its clean-up drive in the wake of YT IT EE, re YI 
pended from all sports for a year an eligibility scandal that rocked | | EST i, ho 
after fielding Marlou Aquino in LASALE/A2 | (SE emman 


The first time I tried Petron Xtra Unleaded, I drove from Noyalichesto Lucena City. 
Since then, I noticed that my car's engine performed better and my fuel lasted longer. 
So | stopped using my former gasoline brand and switched to Petron Xtra Unleaded. 
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BARE EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


No need to conduct a survey and get the 
people's pulse. 

The Mike Arroyo sideshow was instantly 
voted a super turn-off, a deep hurt, based 
on the response of Filipinos at ringside and 
those who recognized the ecstatic First 
Gentleman on the television screen. 

Mr. Arroyo was reportedly booed inside 
full-house cinemas in Metro Manila where 
the Pacquiao super fight was flashed live. 

We also received text messages from those 
who were present inside the movie houses. 

But, in the name of charity, we will no 
longer divulge the content of the messages. 

Did he have to do it? asked Albert Molina, 
a Mexican construction firm driver who 
said he won $500 on Pacquiao. 

Molina had just delivered lumber to a 
residence in Cocamonga, where Filipino Jo- 
jo Llamoso was supervising work on a pool- 
side game room. 

It was all a matter of self-respect. Or re- 
siliency to be exact, remarked the driver. 

Writing in the Arizona Republic, Norm 
Frauenheim captures the hysteria as he calls 
Pacquiao a national treasure, a crown jewel. 

Writes Frauenhelm: “Filipinos can't get 
enough of him. Politicians, record producers 
and almost every segment of the island nation 
have embraced a fighter with a story that is 
humble and uniquely Filipino, even—or per- 
haps especially—in defeat.” 

“The writer notes how adulation grew more 
intense following Pacquiao's defeat against 
Morales last March: “Pacquiao's blood flowed 
from a cut above one eye and down his face 
like tears. There was no way to stop the blood. 
Yet, Filipino faith in Pacquiao was not shaken. 
If anything, it appears to have grown stronger, 
perhaps because in Pacquiao, Filipinos see 
their own resiliency and ability to come back 
from defeat.” 

“The iwtitér had seen the best of the Pinoy in 
Pacquiao. He, too, believed. 

He however lost the appetite to continue 
with his tale after witnessing the worst of the 
Pinoy as free-loader in that on-ring sideshow. 

Mike Arroyo's story was not worth telling, 
even to his grandchildren, 


Rain or Shine keeps its title focus 


FG also deserves a handshake : 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA —YEARS FROM 
now, when he's older, slimmer and, hopefully 
wiser, Jose Miguel Arroyo, husband of Her Ex- 
cellency, the President of the Philippines, will 
be telling his grandchildren what happened on 
the night of Jan. 21, 2006, in Las Vegas, where 
fanny Pacquiao erected a monument to Fil- 
ipino resiliency for the whole world to see. 

‘Where were you, grandpa, at ringside? the 
children would most likely ask. 

No, even good-for-nothing mayors and con- 
gressmen could be there; I was right there, in- 
side the ring. 

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo will no longer be 
President by then. 

Stil, the Arroyo grandchildren cannot be 
expected to wonder how the First Gentleman 
had made it on top of the boxing ring. 

His power and boundless clout, needless to 
say make it possible for the First Gentleman to 
be where he likes to be, or live and sleep in 
grand chambers of his choice. 

But will the grandkids applaud and cheer 
Lolo for being in the wrong place at the 
right time? 

Tt depends. If their Lola Gloria would 
happen to be around, they should get her 
vote, too. 

For one, did the President approve of the 
First Gentleman riding the ring at the height 
‘of Pacquiao's triumph in Las Vegas? 

From what we've read in Filipino papers 
circulated here, Mr. Arroyo, using his cell- 
phone, had made it possible for the Presi- 
dent to immediately congratulate Pacquiao 
during the instant celebration that was 
flashed all over the world. 

‘The First Gentleman, based on the re- 
ports, should be thanked for his great ges- 
ture of jumping into the wild, wild scene. 


Talking of extremes, Nick Joaquin had writ- 
ten about the “spasm of agony” in one of his 
true-to-life detective tales. 

“The First Gentleman, it could be said, provid- 
ed the happy opposite when he risked his limb 
to get into the ring “fueled by supreme delight.” 

Tt was a tough act, take it from one who 
happened to be there, what with all the buriy, 
snarling security men guarding the rare mo- 
ment. 

Mz Arroyo deserves a handshake, or maybe 
apat on the back from his dear wife. 

We could only express our gratitude that the 
First Gentleman did not get hurt. 

Unfortunately, this could not be said of the 
countless Filipinos who were all witness to Mr. 
Arroyo's sacrificial act. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER" 


SPORTS 


Giants seek 
seats today 


Ocampo, Gary David, Marquin Chandler 
and Marc Pingris figured in more than 
‘one on-court incident. 

“I dontt mind physical basketball,” said 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. “I don't 
mind hard fouls but there are rules that 
should be followed.” 

A victory for the Giants will pur them 
on track to finally satisfy their appetite 
for a championship—something they 
havent tasted since capturing the Gov- 
emors Cup in 2002, Gregori first PBA 
crown. June Navarro 


From page A19 


RED Bull Barako will have to make do without James Penny (23) in tonight's 
Game 4 of its semifinal series against Barangay Ginebra. 


A veteran referee confessed that the 
Red Bull-Ginebra feud Sunday night was 
the most physical he had witnessed since 
he started blowing the whistle more than 
adecade ago. 

Even former CBA teammates Penny 
and Ginebra's Chris Porter go at each oth- 
er the same way Mick Pennisi and Junthy 
‘Valenzuela have been grappling with the 
enforcers on the other side. 

Machismo was also at its peak in the 
Giants-Express contest where Ronald 
Tubid, brothers Yancy and Ranidel de 


Bulls, 
finals 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 p.m.—AIr21 vs Purefoods 
7:35 p.m—Red Bul vs Barangay Ginebra 
Game 1—Sinebra d. Red Bull, 105-100 (07): 
Purefoods d. Alr21, 94-89 
Game 2—Red Bull d. Ginebra, 86-83; Pura- 
foods d. Ar21, 88-87 
Game 3—Red Bul û. Ginebra, 93-85; Alr21 d. 
Purefoods, 101-87 
Game 4—Red Bull d. Ginebra, 88-85; Pure- 
foods d. Alr2t, 100-90 


ON THE VERGE OF FINISHING OFF A 
fierce rival in the San Mig Coffee-PBA 
Fiesta Conference, Red Bull will not 
only have to deal with a little piece of 
history that Barangay Ginebra is us- 
ing to prop its hopes up. 

Tt also has to hurdle the temporary loss 
ofits import 

OF the two teams hoping to cut shorta 
series scheduled for seven games, the 
Bulls are the ones who will have to go 
through the wringer in their bid to go for 
the jugular after the league suspended 
import James Penny yesterday due to his 
ection in a bruising Game 4 that Red 
Bull won. 

Purefoods, which sports a 3-1 series 
cushion like Red Bul, is also eyeing a fi- 
nals stint when it tries to pull the plug on 
An21 today The Giants are on a three- 
year title drought. 

The Barako, who lost a championship 
duel with the Barangay Ginebra Kings 
three conferences ago, do not seem to 
mind the handicap they will be facing in 
today's Game 5. 

“Az this point, the next step for us i to 
stay focused and to try to cose it out on 
Wednesday (today),” said Red Bull coach 
Yeng Guiao, who steered the Bulls to a 
highly rugged Game 4 victory that put 
them on the brink of a Finals’ appearance. 

It was so rugged that Penny was eject- 
ed with 4:27 left to play in the fourth 
quarter after committing a flagrant foul 
on Mark Caguioa. 

It was his second technical foul in the 
‘match, meriting an automatic suspension 
plusa P5,000 fine. 


La Salle files leave of absence 


theschool. 


PBL team when they gun for their sec- 
ond straight crown and their seventh 
overall since joining the league in 1996. 

“Game 1 is very important because if 
you win it, you'll already have the psy- 
chological advantage,” said Garcia. 

Coach Koy Banal concedes that the 
Jce Cream Wizards have the edge. 

“They were in the finals of the last five 
conferences, so I don't think we have an 
advantage over them," he said. 


I yn 


ahead, its still in September” 

Rain or Shine and Magnolia Ice 
Cream will dispute the PBL Heroes Cup 
starting tomorrow in Game 1 of their 
best-of five championship showdown. 

Welcoat Paints, the name previously 
carried by Rain or Shine, formally joined 
the PBA as its 10ch member in a lun: 
cheon meeting last Monday. 

Now, all Garcia wants is for the 
Painters to remain as the most dominant 


For more TV schedules 

4. Visit ver. CilekThoCity.com or 
wap.cllckthocity.com. 

2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
per SMS sent. 
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By Jasmine W. Payo 


RAIN OR SHINE COACH CALOY GAR- 
cia says the prospect of moving up to the 
pro league has undeniably excited his 
team but it has not distracted them from 
their goal of winning another PBL title. 
“The nice thing about the players 
right now is theyre focused on playing 
in the (PBL) finals,” said Garcia in yes- 
terday’s PSA Forum. “(The PBA) is far 
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diploma, to gain entry in college. 

La Salle voluntarily offered to return its 2004 
championship trophy. 

Benitez still figured in La Salle's runner-up 
finish in the 2005 season, while Gatchalian was 
cut rom the team last year. 

La Salle conducted its own investigation, 
which tagged Archers assistant team manager 
Manny Salgado and contractual statistician 
Raul Lacson as the team officials who helped se- 
cure the players tampered records. Both denied 
the accusations. 


Watch Pinoy Power in America’s Hottest Bence Ghallengel 
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But sources said La Salle officials remain di- 
vided over the decision since it would stall the 
careers of the Archers’ senior players and could 
also jeopardize the university’ recruitment pro- 


gram. 

La Salle admitted last October that it un- 
knowingly fielded two ineligible players in the 
past three seasons. 

Benitez and Gatchalian submitted fake cer- 
tificates of their Philippine Educational Place- 
ment Test, an exam taken in lieu of a high school 
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AN Yao return fails 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


to spur Rockets 


and eight rebounds, guiding the San Antonio 
Spurs to a 79-70 victory over the Utah Jazz, 

‘Tony Parker chipped in with 17 points while 
Bruce Bowen added 13 and Manu Ginobili 10, 
as the Spurs continued their domination over 
theJazz notching their 20th win in 22 meetings 
and extending their win streak to four games. 

Jarron Collins paced the Jazz with 15 points 
and 10 rebounds while Matt Harpring had 12 
points and Andrei Kirilenko 10 in the loss as the 
Jazz slumped to their fifth defeat in six games. 

In Charlotte, LeBron James nailed 30 points, 
adding six assists and six rebounds, as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers dumped thé Bobcats, 103- 
91, rolling to their sixth straight win. 

Zydrunas Ilgauskas added 19 points and 
Donyell Marshall bagged 14 for the Cavaliers. 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: Atlanta 120, New York 101; 
Mami 118, LA Cippers 114; Cleveland 103, Gate 91: 
Memphis 86, Houston 77; Minnesota 110, Boston 85: New 
‘Orleans 94, Mllvaukee 98; San Antonio 79, Utah 70: Part- 
tand 116, Sege 

NBA on TV: Chicago vs Dallas (Solar Sports, 9:00 am. 
wih replay at 5:30 pm): Denver vs Sacramento (Sports 
Plus, 7 pum); Detrolt vs Now Jersey (Sports Plus, 930 
pm) 


MEMPHIS—YAO MING RE- 
turned to the Houston lineup on 
Monday after a 21-game injury 
layoff, but the Rockets’ were un- 
able to snap out of their recent 
malaise, going down, 86-77, to 
the Memphis Grizzlies. 

Yao had 15 points and eight rebounds in his 
return from a foot injury that required surgery, 
but the Rockets remained firmly grounded, los- 
ing their third straight and 11th in 14 games, 

Chucky Atkins, who was let go by the Wash- 
ington Wizards and picked up by the Grizzlies 
last week, bagged 19 points for Memphis, who 
‘earned just their third win in 10 games. 

Pau Gasol added 16 points and 11 rebounds 
to the Memphis cause while Mike Miller added 
17 points and Shane Battier 12. 

‘Tracy McGrady had a game-high 23 points 
and 10 rebounds in the loss. 

The Rockets got off to a flying start, leading 
24-21, but trailed 43-39 at the intermission. 


open In Salt Lake City, Tim Duncan had 19 points 


MIAMI'S Shaquille O' Neal goes for a dunk against the Clippers, 


Petron beach volley features balanced field 


AMONG those who hope to make an impact—after making a good first impression—in the 
beach volleyball tournament are (from left) Shiela Maree Dumrique, Diana Ross Distajo, Ingrid 
Verayo, Jessy Dumagat, Jessica Ticala, Marichu Radam, and Aprilyn Mojica. 


NEU SANTO 


our part to 


help develop beach volleyball here 
in the country” said Abundo in yes- 
terdays session ofthe PSA Forum at 
the main function room of the Pan- 
talan Restaurantin Manila. 
Together with Abundo in the 
weekly sports program sponsored 


Mayor Lito 


Atienza were the charming women 
of Speedo represented by Abby dela 
Fuente and ACSAT vice president 
and athletic director Raoul D. Sia. 
Also appearing in the session 
complete in their Speedo attire 
were Philippine School of Business 


players Jes- 


sica Ticala, Marichu Radam, Shiela 
Dumrique and Jessy Dumagat, the 
St. Francis of Assisi rookie pair of 
Ingrid Verayo and Aprilyn Mojica 
and veteran Diane Destajo of City 
College of Manila, who boldly de- 
clared that her team is eyeing noth- 
ing less than a semifinal stint. 


FROM AMONG THEIR RANKS MAY 
come the next Michelle Laborte or 
Cecille Tabuena. 

With new players beefing up 
the 10-team field, the opening leg 
ofthe Petron Ladies Beach Volley- 
ball Tournament is expected to 
feature a more balanced competi- 
tion for the rest of the season. 

Laborte and Tabuena of defend- 
ing champion Philippine Navy are 
not yet entered in the Feb. 3 and 4 
leg of the tournament at the Clear- 
water Country Club in Clarkfield, 
Pampanga, making the two-day 
‘competition a wide-open race. 

‘The Navy pair won the 2004 edi- 
tion of the yearly meet and has al- 
ways been a top favorite ever since 
former lady PSC commissioner 
Tisha Abundo first organized the 

vent three years ago. 

‘They also represented the coun- 
try in beach volleyball during the 
last 23rd Southeast Asian Games, 


“We've always done 


by Pagcor and Manila 


‘Administration (PSBA) 


Health dep’t won’t encroach on PSC functions 


PSC saw the draft of the implementing order authored 
by the DOH'S monitoring group seeking the health de- 
partment’ review of the PSC' policies. 

“Thatë were we are taken aback,” said Ramirez, The 
PSC chiefsaid the DOH quickly withdrew the draft. 

De Luna reported that the DOH offered to be the 
PSC’s parent department in cabinet meetings where 
itcan raise concerns of the national athletes. 

De Luna said the DOH won't meddle in the PSC’s 
major functions such as grassroots sports develop- 
ment and dealing with the Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee and the national sports associations. 


‘The DOH, instead, will act as an “oversight com- 
mittee” to the PSC mandate on more than 1,000 ath- 
Jetes. The PSC, on the other hand, will form a sepa- 
rate group which, together with a counterpart group 
from the DOH, will make up a committee that will re- 
port directly to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Irs all clear now and we are happy that this issue has 
been settled,” said PSC chair Butch Ramirez who sent 
commissioner Ambrosio de Luna and PSC lawyers to 
meet with DOH undersecretaries yesterday. 

Ramirez said the confusion stirred by the executive 
order, signed July last year, was heightened when the 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE SPORTS COMMISSION (PSC) AND 
the Department of Health (DOH) have finally reached 
a working compromise yesterday, laying to rest the 
disquiet caused by the issuance of the controversy- 
riddled Executive Order 441. 

‘The DOH agreed that it will confine itself to the 
health and fitness of the national athletes, provide a 
voice for the PSC in cabinet meetings and withdraw 
a prickly implementing order whose draft called for 
a review of the PSC’s policies and programs. 


P300,000 awaits pro-am 
winner; listing extended 


Riso, Brother, Casio, Okamura, ServiceMas- 
ter, Pacsports, Metrobank, PCI Bank, Land 
Bank, UCPB, BPI, Equitable Bank, Union 
Bank, Air21, Airlift Asia, Inc., Wallem Ship- 
ping, Ayala Land Sales & Industrial Waste 
Systems, Inc. through Mr. Gerry Handog. 

‘Toyota Motor Corp. will stake rwo Innovas 
as hole-on-one prizes on Feb. 7 during the 
Gelebrity Pro-Am and on the tournament 
proper Feb, 8-11. 

‘The first 100 teams will have priority in the 
one-ball, twosome format that requires play- 
ers of team to hit their ball alternately. 

The second-placed pro will gain P157,862. 


‘THE PRO WINNER OF THE STH KONICA MI- 
nolta National Pro-Am will pocket P234,940 out 
ofthe total pot of P1.7 million staked in the tour- 
nament set for Feb. 7-11 at Riviera’s Langer. 

‘The winning amateurs will receive gift certifi- 
cates from main presenter U-BIX Corp. through 
its chair and CEO, lawyer Bert Bravo. 

‘The listing deadline has been extended up 
to Feb. 3, The event is backed up by Grappas 
Restaurant, Pivo Praha and $-Yard and sup- 
ported by Toyota Motors Phils., Gopez Corpo- 
ration, Mizuno Master Sports, BMG Solar, 
DHL, WWWExpress, First Gentleman Foun- 


Tronco, dation, SMC, Pagcor, Rowell, PSC, Epson, 


MORAL SUPPORT 
Conrad Anker (second from left) a respected international 


‘mountaineer, arrived recently to meet with The First Philippine Mt. 
Everest Expedition team and to express his support for their bid to 
‘conquer the world’s highest peak. He also came to promote his book 
on his discovery of Everest explorer George Mallory, who disappeared 
in 1924 while attempting a similar climb. With him are members of the 


FPMEE, (from left) Janet Bellarmino, Erwin Emata and John 


Gabitan beats all comers, captures Poker King title 


Poker Club of the Philippines and Casino Filipino, 

In addition to trophies and gift items and certificates 
from sponsors Pagcor, Jack Daniels, Ralph's Wines, Bicycle 
Playing Cards/Star ‘Paper, Hyatt Hotel and Casino, 
Cinnabon, MyReviewerOnline, Gabitan, Tyler and Ching 
also earned berths in the Philippine Poker Tour Million-Pe- 
so Hold'em Championship on April 8. 


and Cebu, 

Finishing second to Gabitan, who represented Metro 
Manila, was Cebu's Mike Tyler, Pico Ching took third 
place, followed by Jason Lim, Federico David and Nicolo 
Palo, in that order. 

Eighteen players—the top three qualifiers from each of 
the six legs—vied in the finals conducted jointly by the 


ANTHONY GABITAN OUTSMARTED ALL COMERS TO 
crown himself 2005 Poker King Challenge champion after 
a gruelling six-hour finals at the Airport Casino Filipino 
Parafiaque last Saturday. 

Jtwas a fitting climax to 10 months of intense no-wager 
poker competitions that drew a total of 350 entries in 
qualifying legs held in Metro Manila, Angeles, Tagaytay 


SAPC downs St. James Xavier rips UNO, sweeps elims 


16 rebounds. 

Three other Xavier mainstays— Charles Tiu, 
Philmon Yao and Philip Ong—also scored in dou- 
ble figures. 

St. Jude Catholic School, with Carl Cua finish- 
ing with 20 points and 27 rebounds, nipped de- 
fending champion St. Stephen High, 63-60, to 
close out with a 4-2 record, just behind Chiang 
Kai Shek’s 4-1. 


JOHN WOODWARD CO CAME AWAY WITHA 
toumament-high 53 points as Xavier School rout- 
ed UNO High School, 122-61, tosweep the elimi- 
nation round of the 2006 Metro Manila Tiong 
Lian Basketball Association-Hitachi Cup touma- 
ment at the UNO gym in Manila, 

Co, a 63 find from Bacolod City who is being 
eyed by UAAP teams Ateneo, La Salle and the 
University of the Philippines, also finished with 


and Uni- 


es in the tournament organized 
by Nic Jorge's BEST Center and 


School of St, Anthony, St, 
versity of the Philippines Inte- 


grated School downed their re- 
spective foes for similar 3-1 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SAN 
Antonio de Padua College (SAPC) 
defeated erstwhile leader St. 
James College of Malabon, 25-23, 
22-25, 15-8, in the 11th Milo Best 
Women's Volleyball League at the 
Xavier School gym in San Juan. 
‘The SPAC spikers notched 
their third victory in four match- 


sponsored by Milo. 


Seholastica's College 


records. 
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Guiao: Ginebra 
has it worse 


RED BULL IMport 

James Penny may 
IN HUDDLE have been sus- 
pended for today's 
Game 5 of the PBA 
San Mig Fiesta 
Cup semifinal se- 
ries, but coach 
Yeng Guiao refus- 
es to give up this 
game for lost. 
Beth Celis “Basta ang alam 
"` Jo, God. rewards a 
good and honest effort and there's nothing 
we can do but play harder and. smarter on 
Wednesday” said Yeng-who believes that 
Ginebra is in a worse situation than Red 
Bul. 

“We'd rather play without an import on 
‘Wednesday and be up 3-1, than play with an 
import and be down 1-3,” Guiao said. 

“Also, we are comfortable with the 
thought that we eared our wins the hard 
and honest way” Yeng explained, prompting 
meto read deeply between the lines. 

‘Anyway, some of my fellowscribes 
strongly feel that the new rule on automatic 
suspension following an ejection on two 
technicals should be re-evaluated by the PBA 
commissioner's office. 

“It has many loopholes,” one scribe said. 
“What if something like this happens in 
Game 7 of the series? One team will be 
severely handicapped, making the result of 
the match predictable.” 

Responding to fans who have been 

‘wondering why Coke's Rudy Hatfield has 
not reported for active duty, coach Binky 
Favis said he is just asin the dark as we all 
are, 
“His papers are all in order” said Binky: 
“pve been awaiting word from him, but 
there has been none. Last I heard, he was 
enrolled in a fireman's course to complete 
his college curriculum in Michigan. But 
then again, I was also told by his agent 
that he’s in the Bahamas.” 

“Knowing how much he loves the 
game, I cannot comprehend why he isn't 
here yet,” added Binky who worries 
about the clock ticking away for Rudy. 

“He's not getting any younger, you 
know; (Rudy was born Sept. 17, 1977, 
which means hell be tuming 29 this 
year). 

A source close to Rudy could be in a 
better position to know what's running 
inside the cager's head. . . and heart. He 
confided that the cager's decision not t 
retur whether temporarily or perma? 
nently—stems from a deep hurt. 

“He wants to get away from somebody 
he’s very much in love with but who con- 
tinuously breaks his heart,” the friend 
said. “He knows he will not be able to re- 
sist herif he's here, that’s why he might be 
staying away from her as far as he could.” 


Well, now Binky knows that basketball 
is only Rudy's second love. 

At the end of the Fiesta Cup quarterfinals, 
‘Talk N Texts Asi Taulava and Jimmy Alapag 
were number one and two respectively in 
the MVP statistical race, followed by Air 21's 
Renren Ritualo , Purefood's Kerby Raymun- 
do and Air 215 Wynne Arboleda, in that or- 
der 

Now that TNT is no longer in contention, 
PBA statistics head Fidel Mangonon said the 
picture has changed for sure, with either 
Renren or Kerby leading the pack. He will 
know when he collates the data at the end of 
the semis. 

Others currently in the running for Best 
Player of the Conference honors are Gine- 
bra's Mark Caguioa, Purefoods’ James Yap 
and Jondan Salvador, Red Bull's Enrico Vil- 
Janueva and Air 21's Ranidel de Ocampo. 

“Since the statistical point difference is 
very close between the candidates, sa boto- 
han pa rin yan magkakatalo,” said Fidel who 
reminded me that statistics only accounts for 
3096 of the total package. 

Unlike the Araneta Coliseum audience, 
people who watched the Lettermen con- 
cert at the Manila Hotel got a special 
bonus, 

‘They were serenaded by the country's 
three tenors who were invited to the 
show as guest performers, 

“We sang songs in German, Spanish, 
Italian, French and English,” said BAP 
president Joey Lina, one of the three 
tenors. The other two are MMDA chief 
Bayani Fernando and Gen. Angelo Reyes. 
“We also sang ‘Love is a Many Splendored 
‘Thing’ with the Lettermen.” 


Hey, that’s one-upmanship over the 
Lettermen, who only sang English and 
‘beautiful Filipino songs which they had 
recorded many years ago. 

Since they have launched this front act 
career, I wonder if the trio will also per- 
form in the Zombies Concert which will be 
staged in many venues, among them the 
Manila Hotel, where Joey is president. 

I, for one, will certainly want to hear 
the multi-lingual repertoire of our very 
distinguished singers. 

‘The Zombies, after 38 years, are com- 
ing back to Manila for a series of shows at 
the Hard Rock Café in Glorietta, Makati 
‘on Feb, 10 , the Manila Hotel on Feb, 11, 
‘Araneta Coliseum, on Feb 13, and the 
Ynares Center on February 14. 
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SAN BEDA HOSTS CAGEFEST — Rising star Garcia tops student chessfest  3-cocker 
SAN BEDA standout Jan Emmanuel Garcia emerged as champlon in the under H on toda 
student division of the ACCA chesstest held over the weekend at the Pearl Plaza 
Mall in Parafiaque City. Garcia, student of veteran coach Henrsky Mariano, scored ANOTHER 3-cock derby 
asad goes South ZE ا‎ 
Asia Inc. Other winners in the student division were Robert Franz Grafil of Colegio the fully air-conditioned 
‘de San Pascual Baylon, Bulacan, second placer, Eugenio de Ramos of San Sebas- Makati Coliseum with 


lepe, hirë, e mora than 5 fights 
THE CHERIFER TANGKAD SAGAD on-5 event for boys aged 12-and-un-  de-Alabang and DITA ES. دا‎ ei: Sabin die ENN ined up. Te derby is 


Basketball Tournament swings to the dertogether with Buli ES, CupangES, _ Cherifer product manager Tom sponsored by B-Mog 
Metro Manila South zone when San Alabang ES, Almanza ES, Pilar Village Meneses, . tournament director Ed- gj Derby Ace and hosted 
Beda College hosts the second leg on ES, Moonwalk ES, South Crest School mundo “Ato” Badolato and organizer g| S by Capt. Leo Magpantay, 
Feb. 4-5 in Alabang. and Soldier Hills ES. Bernard Ocampo were elated by the pfi CT TEY 9 ‘who will be supported 
De La Salle-Lipa and Imus Pilot EL ‘The list includes San Antonio ES, big turn-out and high quality DË the gji Casier a à 8 5 by VYTJ Sports and 
ementary School in Cavite lead the Laguna North Western College, Cen- games during the kickoffleğ, =" — g E ak E Amusement Corp, Sixty- 
institutions which have signified their tral San Pedro ES, San Vicente ES, All teams will be given Chëfifer gf Steel & Poly rubber reinforced four fights were held 


participation in the next leg of the 5- Lourdes-Mandaluyong, hosts San Be- playing jerseys. HERRE Monday rghit 
E -oock derby an 


HEES sixentries shared the ti- 
2 tle; Together Again of ` 
Tepito Ngo, Singkamas 


E. R- Bentong and Be 
Nice. For reservation of 
cockhouses, call 896- 
3545 and 895-6475. 


1 d ile 0 Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction 


SURGIRENTER 25 ` Feels, Moves And Looks 
Cataract & Glaucoma Center N AS Natural As Your l 


5 Cosmetic Transdermal 
Mrs. Rosalina Vargas had her cataract removed Reconstruction is the world's 


and celebrated her birthday at Galileo V : e 
3 smetic skin graft 


SurgiCenter. If Mrs. Vargas can have better [ replacement. A perfect match 
و‎ to your real hair's color 
vision, so can you. and texture, it is virtually 

ectable and totaily 
convincing even to a conscious 
Tel, Nos.: 721 7135 ٠ 721 6412 ٠ 726 1667 ٠ 726 9815 Facsmile: local 22 probing touch. Run your 


G/F Belson House 271 EDSA, Mandaluyong near Connecticut St. fingers through a veti 
hat its as real as the hair 


http:/Iwww.eye-gsc.com ıu were born with. 
el 
This February", Galileo celebrates its birthday too, reaffirming its commitment | 


to improving, Restoring and Preserving Vision. A - CALL 892-HAlI R (4247) 


N E “MAKATI TOMAS MORATO BINONDO CEBU 
‘Ask about our special Anniversary cataract packages. EE, ECKE Genter” .11/F Federal Tower A/F Ciibank-Frabelio TEL: 204-0851 


TIF Keppal Centre 


European Styling. German Engineering. Superb Driving Dynamics. iPod-ready h SN: Stylish interiors with e j Unique air conditioning 
‘Own a World Rally Champion for as low as P788,000. sound system Ly s beige fabric seats ey vents in the back seat 


TEE EU Sa HERE H e Ar 7 Sn Gene e HEIN 
‘tn et ee GE GUR a et EL cD Fe ela, wo HS tk! Tani Garna damno, M SEE eS We, ne US, ee HD 
etre bt ne BHI vie OO GEIS E ME AL ae P fgg SRE e Ga e ye Ee Cm 1102 SE 
rect Renta a Rane isfy DS We get ad a lH ذال نم‎ od eo A ke GAT Ho GNU ان جز‎ 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde, 


Walk of Fame 2.” 


Ë RP MOVIE queens Gloria Romero and Susan Roces 


Text LUKA REG <nameladdress/age/gender> 
to 2851 (Globe) 2951 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) 
to register for the promo. 


“once registered, every LUKA request qualifies 
as one raffle entry. More entries means you 


have more chances of winning! * 


As an added bonus, every 5th 
LUKA request is free! 


Keep texting 


LUKA and get a 
chance to win any 
of these prizes: 


50 winners of 


P500 load daily, 


1 winner of 
P10,000 cash 
weekly, 


3 winners òf iPod 


Videos in the 
Grand Draw! 


MECHANICS 


‘This promo is open 1o ali Giobe Handphone, Prepaid, TM). Smart (Gold, Buddy, Age & Talk 
IN Tent). and Sun Ee A subscriber can download any Ol he 
DUNG Services such E BIZ <company name or business category, LUKA 
RESTO <esiaurant name or cuisine> or LUKA HELP. 
Each SMS dowload wi be charged at P2.50 per download. 
Dheclotes Pippines Corp. (DPC) wil launch 2 mobie rafie promo to reward moble subscribers 
‘nfo dowrioad LUKS Manie Services 
‘The mobie ratia promo wil start on January 28 and end on February 19, 2006. 
Prizes ati are 
Gi Draws: Fit (50) day winners of 2500.00 worth of oad per winner 
Blehen One (1) weekly wane of 210,000 cash per winner 
(9) Grand Ora Three (3) winners of one (1) IPOD Video (6068) per winner 
Te join ihe rate a monie svbserber needs 1o do 3 cna. مج‎ ee regisvalon by tering LUKA 
REG enamejadiresstagaigerger> 2851 (Gide), 2951 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) Forex LUKA REG 
JUAN DELA 000021520 RIZAL ST.. MAKATVIBM. 
“There can oniy be one registered name per moble phone number. Once a subscriber regisiers, 
Toone eise wi be alowed to register using te sarne mobie phone number. in he event het 
{re winning mobbe phone number was rostered under two names, De frst registered name 
Ml be recogrized. E han once using several mobie EE 
To get nstuctons trough text on how to [onthe rafle, send LUKA RAFFLE to 2851 (Gote), 
2551 (Smart) or 2851 (Sun) Telco rates wa apply for Wis avery. 
To sarn rafte entes, 2 noble subscriber must use and dowload LUKA Services. Every SMS 
Se eam hinî one (1) rafe entry. 
Aa an ketani bonus, ne user wil not be charged for every Sth hsacon he makes. For example, 
‘users Sin, 1h, st, 205 لال‎ ownload wi be tree. 
acn LUKA vansacion, SE every Sih ee made. as refered lo in em 10 above. 
| سام‎ a re ey fora chance ko win la سل سم‎ grand draws, A participant 
“an make gs many LUKA warsactons to ea rallie ens. 
Tan ماوق‎ vansecton is made wihout registering io the prom, the mobie subscriber wil be 
اماما‎ 1o do so. Regisiraton wil be a prë reguiste to quka forthe proma 
There wa be scheduled daly, weekly, and grand draws dung he promo period. A winner who 
tins in any of he daly draws can sl qual 1o wan جا‎ oier succeeding daly draws pronded 
shat iher erury ques forthe cut o period of a paricutar daly draw. Sen a winner in 
‘ny of the weekly draws can stl qualy for dhe other succeeding weekly drams provided tet 
her entry guatis for te cut oil ol a parts weekly raw. However, 3 able user can oniy 
wo once vii a scheduled araw- 
Enis earned daly irom 1200 OMI to 11:59:59PM of hat day wat quay lor he daly draw. 
Nonvuinning ens fr the day wilt not be دقرف‎ in he succeeding daly draws but wil be 
Se forte scheduled rel draw and grand draw, subject to the corresponding لانت‎ 
Ze 
“ha lloi are the cut-off times forthe weekly draws: Entries eamed for he week om 
TROD OOAM of January 23, 2008 to 11:58 50010 ol January 29, 2005 (fesl weedy draw). 
{200 00AM of January 30: 2006 10 ١1.59 59910 of February 5, 2006 (second week draw). 
EOC DOAM of February 5: 2005 1o 11:59 SEPM of February 12,2008 (ard weekiy draw), 
{200 0AM of February 13, 2006 to 11-58 5921 of February 19, 2008 (our weekly draw) wi 
‘ually lr he ا‎ ares for he week wi rot be ncuxted in De succeeding 
eekly craw but wal be unike for the grand draw. 
[Guo and draw dates tor he mobie rafts promo are as falows: 

Daily Draws (7 dally draws to be done once a week) 
DATES COVERED Deadline of Entries DRAW DATE 
San 23 -Jan 29, 2008 Day at 1:50:59 PM Jan 30,2006, 5 PM 
‘Jan 30 -Fob 5, 2008 Daly at 11:50:50 ` Feb 6, 2006, SPM 
Fob 6- Feb 12,2006 Dally at 11:59:59PM Fab 13,2006, 5 PM 
Feb 13 -Feb 13,2008 Daly at 11:59-59 PM Feb 20, 2008,5 PM 


Weekly Draws 
DATES COVERED EE 
week 1: Jan 23- Jan 28,2008 11:59-59 PM, Jon 29, 2006 
Week 2 Jan 30 Fab 5, 2006 {1:55:59 PM, Feb 5,2006 Feb 6, 2006 
Week 3: Feb 6-Feb 12, 2006 11-50:59 PM Feb 12,2006 Feb 13, 2006 
Week 4: Feb 13 Feb 18,2006 11:59:59 PUL Fob 19,2006 Feb 20, 2006 
Grand Draw 
DATES COVERED Deech? DRAW DATE 
San 23 -Feb 19, 2006 ‘7:50:59 PM, Fab to, 2006 Feb 20, 2008, SPM 
izes are not convertie to cash but are vansiarabie. Al prizes are txts, Prizes unclaimed 
anor sty (60) days Gert ee 
‘Winners wii be elacrerscaly drawn by Uno Mobo, winessed by a DPC and a DTI representative 
N draws shan be mede at One Seet Inc, SF DPC Piace, 2322 Don Chino Roces 


registered 


DRAW DATE 
Jan 30, 2008 


fre squatted rom jing te rae. 


TEXT LUKA 
FOR FOOD DELIVERY: FOR MOVIE SCHEDULES: 
Ter LUKA FUD2GO. “Ten LUKA MOVES 


FOR سمه‎ IDEAS: oR MORE LUKE SERVICES: 
Ten LUKA Gua on LUKA HELP 


FOR DIRECTORY NFO: 
Feature siz 

Rame r cagon» 

EE LUKA Biz lalote 
LUKS DI Restaurant 


Sendte 


stars unveil 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Ryan Lim 


cc HE CONTRIBUTION 
of these artists to our 

society is invaluable. 
It’s sad that people in government 
seem to forget this important fact. 
The initiative should come from 
them, but to wait for them to act on 
this means to wait for a long time.” 

Thus, veteran actor and television host 
German Moreno told Inquirer Entertainment, 
at the “Walk of Fame” at the Eastwood City ac- 
tivity area in Libis, Quezon City. On Saturday, 
20 new stars were unveiled, in addition to the 
first batch of 21 inaugurated on Dec. 1 

The Walk of Fame, Moreno's brainchild, is 
patterned after the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
in Los Angeles, California. 

“We also want to show respect and appreci- 
ation for, and give importance to, our artists,” 
said Moreno in his welcome speech during 
the program. 

Found on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame—along Hollywood Boulevard and Vine 
Street—are more than 2,000 stars with the 
names of artists honored by the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce for their contribution 
to the entertainment industry in the United 
States, 

Honored on Saturday night were Christo- 
pher de Leon, Lilia Dizon, Hilda Koronel, Pili- 
ta Corales, Delia Razon, Anita Linda, Jose 
Marie Gonzales, Tony Santos Sr.(+), Mario 
Montenegro (+), Boots Anson-Roa; 

Lolita Rodriguez, Oscar Moreno (+), Bar- 
bara Perez, Jose Padilla (+), Rosa Rosal, Fred 
Montilla (+), Armando Goyena, Charito Solis 
(+), Eddie Rodriguez (+) and Efren Reyes Sr. 
Ka 

‘The first batch consisted of Sharon Cuneta, 
Fernando Poe Jr. (+), Susan Roces, Joseph 
Estrada, Vilma Santos, Nora Aunor, Gloria 
Romero, Dolphy, Eddie Garcia, Ramon Revilla 
Sr; 

Atang de la Rama (+), Rogelio dela Rosa 
(+), Carmen Rosales (+), Fernando Poe Sr. 
(+), Nida Blanca (+), Leopoldo Salcedo (+), 
Amalia Fuentes, Tita Duran (+), Pancho Mag- 
alona (+), Nestor de Vila (+) and Katy de la 
Cruz (+). 


Next batch 

The third batch will be inducted in March 
or April, according to Glenn Bacolor, market- 
ing manager of Walk of Fame Philippines. 

“We plan to limit the number of inductees 
to four or five—{maybe] Maricel Soriano and 
Roderick Paulate plus two more artists,” Ba- 
color told Inquirer Entertainment. 

The task of choosing which personality 
should be given a star on the walk is shared by 
Moreno, WoF Phils., Movie Workers Welfare 
Foundation (Mowelfund) and the Eastwood 
City Management, according to Mike Mar- 
quez, WoF managing director. 

“Right now, all our inductees are undisput- 
ed industry greats. But later on, there may be 
gray areas, so there is a move to create an offi- 
cial selection body” Marquez explained. 
“Soon, we may also.be honoring recording 
artists and athletes.” 

The tribute star is a granite block with a 
five-pointed star with brass trimming. The 
artists name is also engraved in brass. Each 
star reportedly costs P12,000 to make. 

During Saturdays proceedings, the in- 
ductees received goodie bags that each con- 
tained a prototype star, a Wall of Fame mug 
and a fortune plant. 


GERMAN Moreno escorts Boots Anson-Roa. 
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TEENI CHOOSE YOUR 
d 8115 Snow 


| METROPOLI 
Robinsons Movieworld BËRE 5 DE لي‎ i 
GALLERIA : Derai 2: Derailed 
starting FEBRUARY DI , A pjeë 


m Family Day at Storhalls ! 


BAMBOO LE I CONCERT AT ETROPOÙS NADAN ON FEB 14 TPN KALAPANA reunites with Manila fans 


SE bk Because romance 
SE SE E : : : 
KEE is paradise 
Le te? Cre ey = SHOW 
اساسا‎ Q TIME 


“KALAPANA IN PAR- 
adise,” from Strats 
Plus Events Manage- 


Zomme BOK OFFIGE RECORDS pa E a te 


tional Convention 
Center on Feb. 13 
IE and 14, and at the 
‘Waterfront Hotel in 


Cebu City on Feb. 15. 


I Reuniting with 
H L A their Manila fans will 
d Li be DJ Pratt, Malani 
Bilyeu, Kenji Sano, 
Gaylord Kalani Holo- 

malia, Lindsay 

KATE Zanuck Kapala, 


Manoha Garin Poliah 


BECKINSALE tiss oS 


Gaylord answered 
these questions for 
Showtime: 


If you don't have a 
concert, how do you 
celebrate Valen- 
tine's Day? 

1 take my family 
out to dinner. 


What's the most ro- 
mantic Valentine's 
Day you've ever ex- 
perienced? 

1 think every 
Valentine's Day is ro- 
mantic. 1 always 
spend it with my 
wife, of course. 


38 What's an ideal 
Valentine date for 
you—setting, food, 
place? 

1 think atmosphere 
is the most important 


A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION | oz indulge voni 


partner with a ro- 


OPENS FEB.S eee 


Who is your fantasy 
Valentine date—ex- 
cluding your 
spouse/partner? 
Hmmmm, let me 


“MAGNIFICENTP My Kei 


va be Linda Lovelace or 
E Debbie from Dallas. 


WINNER GOLDEN GLOBES @ (ËS re Së Se 
BEST BEST ACTOR BEST ACTRESS 
TURE X 


What, for you, is the 


010 “The BEST E SS 
ON HISTORICAL EPIC WF 000338 
i 8 | ROMANCE since Zeche E eee 
TITANICI Ê er jour hows co 


5 stars, who would 
1 3 you like to watch in 
ne DHE oi the BEST 3 FAQË a Valentine show? 
Movies of the Year!” =~ | ` Theres no one on 
—Ebert & Roeper E 6 1 i مع وم‎ 
Chicago Sun-Times 7 Why should we 
watch your show in- 
stead of the others’? 
What can your audi- 
ence expect? 
Valentines is ro- 
mance. Romance is 
paradise, Kalapana is 
paradise! 


Tonight 
DK Tijam at Sub- 
urbia 


Tomorrow 
MYMP at Subur- 
bia 


February 3 
8 MYMP in a pre 
Valentine concert at 
the Araneta Colise- 
um. Call 911-5555 
s'Amor Mitch 
mo” (Not A Valentine 
Show) with Mitch 
Valdes at Teatrino. 
Mi Promenade Green- 


fia,” a pre-Valentin: 
concert with Nyoy 


Volante and Nina at 
BASED ON A TRUE STORY وا سان‎ 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


vvyve.robinsonsmovievvorid.com 


6 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 

7 THE BRIDGE OF SAN LUIS REY 
8 UNDERWORLD 2 

9 DERAILED 


10 BLOODRAYNE 


5 UNDERVVORLD 2 
6SAW2 


7 ZATHURA, 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 


5 DERAILED 
6SAW2 
7 BLOODRAYNE 


8 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


SHALË LIGHT 
6 UNDERWORLD 2 
7 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


1 DERAILED 

2 UNDERWORLD 2 
3 BLOODRAYNE 
4SAWw2 


4 DERAILED + THX 


2ZATHURA 


3 WALK THE LINE 


4SAW2 


5 PROOF 


1 DERAILED 


2 BLOODRAYNE 


3 WALK THE LINE 


1 ZATHURA 


2 UNDERWORLD 2 


3 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 


4 PROOF 


1 DERAILED 
2 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
3SAW2 


2KUTOB 
3 RESERVE 
4 RESERVE 


CHECK THIS OUT ve 
ROBIMSONS ENEMAS 
z Novaliches) 


Nd oPerl 


Cinema 5 HALF LIGHT 
Cinema 6 UNDERWORLD 2 
Cinema 7 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


2 DERAILED 

3 RUMOR HAS IT 

4 MOURNING GIRLS 

5 SAINT ANGE 
ARES 

ANGE 

1 RUMOR HAS IT 

2 DERAILED 

3 JARHEAD 

4 KUTOB 


ËS 


1 ZATHURA 

2 DERAILED 

3 RUMOR HAS IT 

4 THE MAID 

5 LITTLE MANHATTAN 


ILOILO}, 


1 ZATHURA, 

2 DERAILED 

3 RUMOR HAS IT 
4 THE MAID 

5 JARHEAD 

6 SAINT ANGE 


(094) 448-0463 
(034) 441-0480. 


Cinema î DERAILED 


Cinema 2 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 


Cinema 3 SAW 2 


2 DERAILED 

3 LITTLE MANHATTAN 
4 THE MAID 

5 MOURNING GIRLS 


1 ZATHURA 

2 DERAILED 

3 RUMOR HASIT 

4 THE MAID 

5 LITTLE MANHATTAN 


1 DERAILED 

2 ZATHURA 

3 CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
A Sa? 

5 UNDERWORLD 2 

6 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 


-BACOLOD 


1 ZATHURA 

2 DERAILED 

3 LITTLE MANHATTAN 
4 MOURNING GIRLS 

5 JARHEAD 


6 THE MAID 
The 


Perfect Gift "` 


AlYear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts fo volume purses! 
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ENTERTAINMENT [VW 
actors pick 2005 best ... es 


MRCS p F-AS = ee 

OPENS TODAY . 
MTVe.com & SPIKE Game Awards 
SW E NI N ERSS 
LEY “CYBER VIXEN OF THE Year” QË 


Toms 
RAIDER. 
RESIDENT 
EVIL: 


Now Couss Tus Dune 
Anon Von oF THER Au. 


ا 


ARE FOR Ob 


“THE FIRST REALS 
“OPENS TODAY! 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 2006 


H’wood 


When home 
asked Rachel Weisz, 
Best Supporting Actress 
for “The Constant Gar- 
denen" why her co-star 
Ralph Fiennes seemed 

- to have been shut out, 

` she replied, “ is in- 
comprehensible. T feel 
from the bottom of my 
heart that any acclaim I 
get from this movie T 
share with him.” Weisz 
‘won the same honors 
inthe Globes. 

Paul Giamatti won 
Best Supporting Actor 
for “Cinderella Man.” 
He told Iqunen who 
he thought was going 
to win: “Clooney! 
Clooney!” George 
Clooney had won this 
category in the Globes, 


Two trophies 

In the TV categories, 
Felicity Huffman won 
twice—as Best Actress 
in a Comedy Series for 
“Desperate House- 
wives" and, as part of 
the cast of the comedy 
series, Best Ensemble. 
“Yes, 1 do get recog- 
nized mote often now?” 
she quipped to Ingum- 
ën. She used to say she 
was the least noticed 
among the “House 
wives.” 

Responding to our 
question about what 
her Best Actress in a TV 
Drama Series (Greys 
Anatomy’) win meant 
to aspiring minority ac- 
tors, Sandra Oh cited 
the victory of Asian- 
American thespians in 
“Lost,” which won Best 
Drama Ensemble. 

“Thats a huge ad- 
vancement,” Oh de- 
dared. “Just the fact 
that Tm here and 1 look 
the way I do means 
something far beyond 
myself” 

When a reporter 
asked Kiefer Suther- 
land, Best Actor in a 
Drama Series (247, 
what advice his father, 
Donald, gave him, he 
said: “He told me not to 
get caught nying to 
cheat or lie. The audi- 
ence... wont forgive 
you for it, he said. He 
‘was right because early 
in my career, I tried to 
take a couple of short- 
‘cuts and I got nailed for 
them.” 


‘Taking a chance 

Other winners were 
Paul Newman, Best Ac- 
tor in a TV Movie or 
Miniseries (Empire 
all), who was ab- 
sent; S. Epatha Merker- 
son, Best Actress in a 
‘TV Movie or Miniseries 
(CLackawanna Blues”), 
and Sean Hayes, Best 
‘Actor in a Comedy Se- 
ries (“Will & Grace”), 

Hayes, who won for 
his gay character Jack 
McFarland, made the 
Shrine audience laugh 
when he joked, “1 
would like to thank 
Ang Lee for taking a 
chance on me.” He was 
referring to the Tai- 
wanese director's 
“Brokeback Mountain,” 
a tale of two cowboys 
who fall in love. The 
cast of the acclaimed 
film was shut out in the 
SAG Awards but last 
week, Lee bagged the 
plum Directors Guild 
Award while the fim 
won the Producers 
Guild Award for Best 
Picture. 

Dakota Fanning and 
Jamie Lee Curtis intro- 
duced Shirley Temple 
Black, who received 
SAGS Lifetime Achieve 
ment Award. Back- 
stage, Black, beloved as 
a child actress and who 
Tater distinguished her- 
self with a career in the 
US Foreign Service, 
said that for her, being 
wife and mother were 

` her most important ac- 
complishments. 

Sundays awards 
were voted by about 
120,000 members of 
the Guild. The event 
was telecast nation- 
wide in the US and in 
other countries. 


WEDNESDAY,‏ 77 ممم هد 
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OPENING TODAY 


A Catch the funniast award-winning digital fm at SM Cinema! 
ويل ف‎ Follow the: misudventures of two small-time criminals 
ti 
¥ * Best Screenplay. u 
Ý Best sound Design & Score y 
nee 
ER ا‎ 
Dexa by Mare Cara dA 
Produced by Monstar Jimenez” An Arkeofilms roductons Û d sl ei 


Walk the Line 
Stars Joaquin Phoenix, Reese Wither- 
spoon, Robert Patrick 
Directed by James Mangold 

Based on two autobiographies by music legend 
Johnny Cash, this acclaimed biopic recounts “how 
he met, wooed, disappointed and finally married 
[fellow country icon] June Carter” Beyond the ro- 
mance, this true-life tale also tackles “the hits, the 
‘Same Big Fly Even Dagger 2 flops and the addictions.” Says Wesley Morris of the 
Boston Globe: “[It] becomes more than a standard 
Hollywood biopic... The performances transcend 
3 mere impersonation... Witherspoon's Carter... be- 
NOW SHOWING Tongs in a locket. Phoenix's Cash is psychologically 
urgent.” Both actors won Golden Globes for their ef- 
forts and Witherspoon snagged a SAG. Michael 
S Phillips of the Chicago Tribune is rhapsodic: “You. 
BLOODRAYNE + DERAILED e PROOF + From the World of JUMANJI wodt go out burning the fimmaking, but R] 

S 1 i të 2 showcases two of this years most vivid perfor- 

„2ND SPACE ADVENTURE EER ir own lir 


mances... The actors walk their own line.” 
Sb BI Aw 


“THE BATTLE” MEMORABILIA 
Available at SM Cinema Snackbars! Grab them NOW! 


The Battle f The Bridge of San Luis Rey 
E T-shirt P250.00 të Ge 3 i ‘Stars Robert De Niro, Gabriel Byrne, Harvey Kei- 
éi e = 11 LS tel, Kathy Bates À 
e E “i Ae 1 Directed by Mary MeGucian : 

E d ` S hy Sipe: 3 E Based on Thomton Wilder's 1927 Pulitzer-win- 

3 i È j a a ning novel, this lush epic is set in “18th-century Peru 

i së vë E 1 during the Spanish Inquisition” and recounts in a se- 

THE POO ب‎ z 4 1 , ries of flashbacks the lives of five travelers who per- 

1 WALK THE LINE 1 RUMOR HASIT p 3 ish when the titular bridge collapses. Liz Braun of 

| EE Gg S the Toronto Sun calls it “sweeping... an intense 

| wem Bee Et KAN je = philosophical undertaking that examines quesions 
i 
i 

/ 


NIE i of faith, fate and chance... all omate costume and 
D DERAILED ا‎ 


Ge ag DERAILED as 5 ee ‘exquisite period detail... [its] lovely to look at; the 
Ee WC 1 1 j; language makes it a pleasure to listen to.” Frank 
i Z K Scheck of the Hollywood Reporter counters: “Visu- 
METRO MANILA re H = ally sumptuous, but dramatically muddled and con- 
‘SM MEGAMALL ‘SM CITY FAIRWIEW SMCITYNORTHEDSA Y Deeg fusing... ultimately comes across as a soporific cos- 
DERAILED 1: BLUE MOON ZATHURA E 3 d tume drama featuring a gallery of miscast stars." Ex- 
ii a d 
ES DE 3) CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN seenen clusivly ar Robinsons Movieworld Galleria. 
NARNIA 
por erv ur onus | E: i 
ZATHURA eum z geet 4 së Derailed 
WALK THE LINE n aE D Ze pa 3 Stars Clive Owen, Jennifer Aniston, Vincent Cas- 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 ° " BLOODRAYNE 3 P 5 0 8 a 
SAW 2 DERAILED ١ ` Directed by Mikael Hafstrom 
ne 1 UNDERWORLD 2 ` CH A pl mari sangers (Owen and risen) 
E ERE UE OA Us’ AG SAHURA WALK THE LINE E d D en on a Chicago commuter nain. Attraction is 


1 GE ‘swift and mutual, leading them to fiir with adultery. 
زر‎ UNDERWORLD 2 3. BLOODRAYNE DERAILED But their indiscretion is thwarted and punished just 
| THE MAID إن‎ THE MAID i ESO ee E who 
"Je مصعمه‎ dee LEE reaks into their hotel room and harasses them at 
Bien ` RUMOR HAS IT DERAILED 
SAW 2 NARNIA 
1 WALK THE LINE SM CTY SOUTHANALL SAN 2 
BLOODRAYNE UNDERWORLD 2 


: I o a e ee 
ASSES e GE G Zen am تمد لاك‎ 00 


Geer £ BLOODRAYNE D'Zssesc) | TERS Pe CE KO MER 


Pabor ji ZATHURA 1: DON'T GIVE UP ON US ENE TWAKIMELNE "PROOF 
ZATHURA $ DON'T GIVE UP ON US J y’ THE MAID LOLA Tvs %40 TË 2/24500 15/930 


DON'T GIVE UP ON US Ë i CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2f ;, WHO'S YOUR DADDY 4 
WALK THE LINE JE LII SAN 2 BLOODRAYNE UNDERWORLD 2 DERAILED 


DERAILED د‎ ZATHURA LITTLE MANHATTAN | CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN P 
BLOODRAYNE bk 101301530, “ADI 950 01300/50172090 1:30 1.4 101 6:80 19:30 


UNDERWORLD 2 SM SUPERCENTER SUCAT DERAILED 1 


SM CITY SAN LAZARD 
BLOODRAYNE 


is a whirlwind of black- 
SAW 2 I Ke mail and violence. Paul 
UNDERWORLD 2 {DERAILED Kaes | SAW2 DERAILED UNDERWORLD 2 سدسملاب لو مسد‎ 


3 ` hails it as “pure popcom 
SAN i 11:557 205/4:15 625 16:3 12:35 1 3.05. 8:35) 805 va 400, oau 0:40 Ke? Se 
+ THE MAID PPLE REA US {DON’T GIVE UP ON US 4 3 hriller. The. climax. 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


OPENING TODAY 


heroine (Loken) is Rayne, a dhampire Luckily, Loken [of “Terminator 3” fame] is 
there to provide something to stare at, va- 


(half-vampire/half-human) who teams up 
with ghoul hunters to stop her dad, king of cantly.” 

the undead Kagan 

(Kingsley), from 

obtaining three tal- 

ismans that could 

render him omnipo- 

tent and destroy the 

planet. Gregory 

Kirschling of Enter- 

tainment Weekly 

describes it “as 

ghastly bad... [the 

director's] aesthetic 

harkens back to NM Eestwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
lousy 19805 sword. ` E- Rodriguez dr. Ave. (5) Quezon ty 
and-sorcery epics.” 
John Anderson of 
Newsday agrees: 
“There isn’t much of 
a story. In fact, 
there isn’t any story. 
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Proof 

‘Stars Gwyneth Paltrow, Anthony Hopkins, Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Hope Davis 

Directed by John Madden. 

Based on the Pulitzervvinning play by David 
Aubum, the movie focuses on the attempts of a 
troubled woman (Paltrow) to understand her late 
father (Hopkins), a gifted mathematician who bat- 

` ded insanity. As she goes through her father’s papers 

* and settles his affairs with the help of a sister (Davis) 
and one of her dad's former students (Gyllenhaal), 
she begins to fear that she has inherited not only her 
dad's genius, but also his madness. Eleanor Ringel 
Gillespie of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution com- 
ments that the film “can’t match the plays blazing 
theatricality, but [is] intelligent, absorbing and very 
wellacted.” Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times 
thinks its “an extraordinary thriller about matters of 
scholarship and the heart.” 


Stars Donnie Wahlberg, Dina Meyer, Tobin Bell 
Directed by Darren Lynn Bousman 

“The sequel to last year’s surprise hit continues the 
shenanigans of serial killer Jigsaw. This time, he 

unts a burned-out police detective (Wahlberg) by 
induding the ‘cop's delinquent son among the 
hostages in a house filed with booby traps and 
nerve gas. Kevin Crust of the Los Angeles Times says 
the thriller “stuns, shocks and sets up another sequel 

Providing your standards arent too high, [its] a 
worthy follow-up to its grisly predecessor” Steve 
Tiley of the Toronto Sun calls it "bloody awful ... IF 
you can sit through [it] without gagging, gasping or 
‘covering your eyes, you are [ether] made of stemer 
stuf or should seek psychiatric help... as a closet so- 
dem" 


Bicodrayne 
Stars Kristanna Loken, Michelle Rodriguez, 
Michael Madsen, Ben Kingsley 
Directed by Uwe Boll 

Based on a video game, this spookfest is 
set in 18th-century Romania, The movie's 


‘STARRING: RING ANTONIO, CATHY AZANZA, MAY BAYO 
RAKI VEGA, MENCHU LAUCHENGCO-YULO, RED N 


GALA SANCHEZ AND MICHAEL WILLIAMS 


PRODUCTION DESIGN GINOGONZALES LIGHTING DESIGN - JOHN BATALLA 
MUSICAL DIRECTION. CJJAVIER CHOREOGRAPHY -DENISA REYES  DIRECTION-BART GUINGONA 


Tickets available at TICKETWORLD (891.9999) 
or call SILANG PRODUCTIONS (819.0458, 
0917.8001125, 0921.325.0833) 
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INQUIRER WAS THERE 


FELICITY Huffman, Best 
Actress for “Housewives” 


H’ wood actors 
pick 2005 best 
performances 


By Ruben V. Nepales 
LA Correspondent 


OS ANGELES—THE SCREEN ACTORS 
L Guild (SAG) Awards spread out its an- 

nual honors to an eclectic mix of win- 
ners Sunday evening at the Shrine Exposition 
Center. 

Philip Seymour Hoffman won Best Actor in 
Film for his portrayal of novelist Truman Capote in 
“Capote.” Hoffman, who won Best Actor (Drama) 
in the Golden Globe Awards, defeated nominee 
Joaquin Phoenix (Walk the Line”), who was the 
Globes Best Actor winner in a Comedy or Musical. 
Unlike the Globes, SAG has only one category in 
fim acting 

“Tm sure hed try to make it about him some- 
hov,” Hoffman told the Inquirer backstage when 
this reporter asked how the celebrated writer, were 
hestil alive, would have reacted to the actors win- 
ning streak. With his sweep of the honors in the 
Globes, SAG Awards and numerous film critics 
groups, Hoffman appeared to be the frontrunner 
inthe Oscar race. 

Aside from Phoenix, Hoffman also beat Russell 
Crowe (‘Cinderella Man”), Heath Ledger ("Broke 
back Mountain’) and David Strathaim (‘Good 
Night, and Good Luci) 


Another shoo-in 
Reese Witherspoon (“Walk the Line”) likewise 
appeared to be a shoo. for an Academy Best Ac- 
tress nomination after she duplicated her Globe 
Best Actress (Comedy or Musical) win at the SAG 
‘Awards, She won over Felicity Huffman (who was 
the Globe Best Actress in Drama for “Transameri- 
4 4 4 e ca”), Charlize Theron ("North County”), Ziyi 
E zap i 5 Zhang (“Memoirs of a Geisha") and Judi Dench 
E zé E / (Mrs, Henderson Presents"). 
1 d Reese was doubly ecstatic because her husband, 
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Ryan Philippe, also got the SAG's solid bronze stat- 

uere with a green-black patina known as the Actor 
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Peso nears 3-year high at 52.17 to $ 


Lifted by favorable economic figures, expected IPO inflows 


Currency traders said foreign in- 
terest in upcoming stock issuances 
of blue chip enterprises coupled 
with an improved fiscal outlook 
and the lack of corporate demand 
allowed the local currency to re- 
gain a favorable momentum head- 
ing toward the 51:41 level. 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Amando Tetangco Jr. yesterday 
said that market sentiment was 


sustain trading at the 51 level. 

“TË there's a change in outlook 
by Fitch, it will be difficult for 
Standard & Poors and Moody's 
not to adjust upward their own 
rating outlook,” Veloso said. 

He said the two obstacles cited 
by Fitch when it first lowered the 
country’s credit outlook were 
now resolved. The first was the 
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strong rally and may allow the lo- 
cal currency to break into the 
51:$1 level very soon. 

But he said the market was 
awaiting some more positive de- 
velopments—such as a prospec- 
tive improvement in sovereign 
credit-rating outlook by London- 
based Fitch Ratings to “stable” 
from “negative” in the next few 
weeks—would allow the peso to 


Euro-inspired 
Pull and Shift 
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treasury and capital markets at 
HSBC Philippines, said coup ru- 
mors earlier this month drove 
many to buy dollars in advance 
such that corporate demand had 
thinned out by now. 

He said strong inflows expect- 
ed from equity issues—particu- 
larly from that of First Generation 
Corp.'s P8.S-billion initial public 
offering—were fueling the peso's 


` THE LIBERTY TO TRAVEL FARTHER 


Variable 
Geometry 
Turbine (VGT) 


very positive given the 6.1-percent 
economic expansion in the fourth 
quarter of 2005 on strong private 
consumption, beating the market 
consensus of 4.7 percent and third- 
quarter growth of 4.1 percent. 

“The peso's finish of 52.17 yes- 
terday was its highest closing 
since ending at 52.11 to a dollar 
‘on May 15, 2003. 

Jose Arnulfo Veloso, head of 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


EXPECTED FOREIGN IN- 
flows into local stock of- 
ferings and rosier credit- 
rating prospects for the 
country yesterday lifted 
the peso to 52.12 before 
closing at 52.17 to $1, its 
strongest finish in nearly 
three years. 
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(See stock marker reporton Page 82) 
Shares rise 
op improving outlook 


SHARES ADVANCED YESTERDAY 
or the sixth straight session, 
buoyed by improving fiscal and 
economic prospects- 

The benchmark 30-company Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index rose 13.48 points, or 
0.6 percent, to 2,145.99, after Monday's 
0.5-percent gain. Yesterday's advance 
brings the total index gain to 2.2 percent in 
six sessions. 

AB Capital Securities research director 
Jose Vistan said investors were positioning 
in the market ahead of today's scheduled in- 
crease in the value-added tax rate to 12 per- 
cant from 10 percent, a key component of the 
government's expanded VAT law, which took 
cifectin November. (See story on page 1.) 

Another positive factor was the release 
Monday of better-than-expected 2005 eco- 
‘nomic growth numbers. 

Providing a strong boost to the index was 
blue chip Ayala Land, which rose 4.9 per- 
cent to P10.75 on the rosy outlook of the 
property sector. 

Conglomerate Ayala Corp. rose 1.5 per- 
cent to P337.50 ahead of the scheduled re- 
lease of its 2005 financial results, which an- 
alysts anticipate wil be favorable. 

Equitable PCI rose 3.2 percent to P64, as 
yesterday marked the deadline set by Banco de 
Oro for Equitable PC! shareholders to consider 
a merger oter through a swap of 1.6 Banco de 
Oro stocks for every Equitable PCI share. 

Banco de Oro was up 1.4 percent at P37. 

The market's upside was capped by loss- 
es In Metropolitan Bank, which fell 1.7 per- 
cent to P29. 

Metrobank’s vica president for corporate 
planning, Bernard Lapuz, said thatthe coun- 
try's top lender In assets made heavy provi- 
sions for probable losses in 2005 to comply 
with more stringent accounting stan- 
dards—a move that eroded its capital but 
didn't send itinto the red. AP 
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Japan’s NIT DoCoMo buys 7% of PLDT for $440M 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


JAPANS LARGEST 
mobile player NTT Do- 
CoMo yesterday 
signed a deal to buy 
the seven-percent 
stake of Philippine 
Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. from its af- 
fiiate, NTT Communi- 
cations Ine, for P23.05 
billion (roughly $440 
million or 52.1 billion 
yen), according to a 
PLDT statement. 

“We are extremely 
pleased to welcome 
DoCoMo as a major 
shareholder in PLDT 
and an important 
partner of First Pacif- 
ic,” said PLDT chair 
Manuel V Pangilinan 
ina statement. 

First Pacific, the 
Hong Kong-based 
conglomerate, is the 
biggest shareholder 
of PLDT with about 
24 percent. 


Confidence 

“The entry of Do- 
CoMo is seen asa sol- 
Ki id vote of confidence 
HOLDING FIRMS not only for PLDT but 

0 for the Philippines as 
well,” Pangilinan 
added. 

NTT Communica- 
tions Inc. will retain a 
seven-percent inter- 
est in the, country’s, 
largest telco after it 
has agreed to sell 
12.63 million shares, 
or half of its 13.98 
percent PLDT hold- 
ings, to DoCoMo, 

DoCoMo agreed to 
purchase the shares 
at a 30-day average 
of P1,825 apiece. 

PLDT stocks closed 
at P1,855 each yes- 
terday. 

The acquisition 
will take effect once 
DoCoMo and PLDT 
acquire certain li- 
censes and secure the 
necessary approvals. 


Opportunity 
PLDT said DoCo- 
Mo “may consider in- 
creasing its invest- 
ment in PLDT, pro- 
vided a suitable op- 


e portunity arises.” 
y Steeg TË NS E- i DoCoMo eventual- 
© gta! Tascam Pris عم‎ Lem ee Jy will want to own at 
$ Es ® BR 7 least 10 percent of 
5 ات‎ Pa Long Dis ic. e e PLDT, sources said. 
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Get a brand new Multifunction Copier/Scanner/Printer 
or a Color Laser Printer IN EXCHANGE for your old 


copier, printer, or duplicator, when you invest in a Pas 
RISO KS800 Digital Duplicator for only P 99,990.00! Le 
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This Trade-Up! Promo is also available when you opt to PagePro / d 
2 4 


investin the higher RISO Models - CR1630 at 1380MF 3 


159,900.00 or the RN2050 at P219, 990.00. Copier 
canner 
Printer 
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Order now! Limited offer until March 31,2006. 
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th the widest network of branches to serve you! 
GC snare ir See 
Total Document Solutions Provider 3 Së مسر وم‎ së gases 
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718 Burratay Street, Mandaluyong City 0 E 
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2 ability to develop at- 
tractive 3G offerings 
for our market,” said 
PLDT president 
Napoleon Nazareno. 

DoCoMo will al- 
low Smart Communi- 
cations Ine., a wholly 
owned unit of PLDT, 
to offer its patented I- 
mode service. 

Lmode is NIT Do- 
CoMo's mobile Inter- 
net platform that of- 
fers users easy access 
to more than 100,000 
Internet sites as well as 
services like e-mail, 
online shopping and 
banking. 


Unmatched 
)oCoMo's experi- 
ence in this technolo- 
gy is unmatched,” 
Nazareno said. “We 
are excited to intro- 
duce mode in the 
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Get a much better view of all the wonderful things in life with Acer's new PD100 
DLP Projector, now made more affordable through Acer's trade-in promo. 
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Mechanics: 

* Working projectors of any brand get a trade- 
in value of P10,000. Pay only P49,900 for a 
brand new Acer PD100 DLP Projector. 
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brand new Acer 00100 DLP Projector. ان‎ carl anë dre: 
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subscribers the most 
innovative services.” 
PLDT, DoCoMo, 
30 days | 60 days - up NTT Com and First Pa- 
Acer PD100 cific signed a coopera- 
SO recon Spt Get your very own Acer PD100 DLP Projector now! = 0 o tion agreement toda 
EE (rose runs rom February 1 t February 28, 2006 Lal E 3.125% | 3.250% SE, 
Se M eed $ 10,000 - 49,999 3.500% 3.625% existing contracts be- 
sae ner tee tween the parties and 
See Kees? $ 50,000 - 99,999 | 3.750% | 3.875% NË refect the new share- 
4 = ry holding arrangements, 
5 vv acer com ph $ 100,000 and above 4.000% 4.125% NTT DoCoMo is a 
49,900 DN j subsidiary of Japan 
telephone operator 
NTT. The majority of 
NTEDoCoMo’s shares 
are owned by NTT, 
cued and the majority of 
ges pren, më = NTT's shares is owned 
سب س س‎ | | Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 | by وک‎ es 


EE ed اتج‎ 
to 2327 for Globe, or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. NTT Communica- 


Empowering People Bank of Commerce 


tions is MIT over- 
Member: PDIC & Megalink. Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor, psig S اد‎ 
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Contact Center Plug and Play 


You're Hooked Up with PLDT OnCall 


PA HE Fa AOD ROPER SIO OAR A CA ESE! 
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A Partnership that Works 


ing procedures, The system is up to 
sk for whatever volume of business 

you generate 
Theres also a redundant 
infrastruciure hooked up to the PLDT 
Domestic IP Network. There wilt be no 
costly service interruptions as you go into 
your actual business operations. And 
ur concerns or needs, there's 2 
LDT OnCall for 


1f you thought operating contact 
centers was a complicated and costly 
venture, well it's time for a rethink. PLDT 
OnCall has the experts and the system in 

now all you need is your Big Idea 
Plug n' Play: 


‘The contact center industry is one 
of the most promising and increasingly 
challenging growth sectors in our economy. 
You can be a part of this exciting new fick 
while minimizing both your costs and risks. 
The way to go is with PLDT OnCall. 

It's tallormade for both start-ups 
and existing contact centers or enterprises 
ike banks, for exathple. PLDT OnCall docs 
this by offering you a secure, solid Linux: 
based platform which is inherently more 
stable and virus-free than others. 

‘What's more exciting is what 
comes with that platform, On top of it all 
youll find an entire suite of custom-made 
contact center applications that improve 
customer service, efficiency and cost reduc- 
tlon, as well as your management and 


Everything else from software and 
server support, even to agent training is 

ndied for you.You pay for only the 
overall data capacity you need. And it’s 
all scalable, as your business grows, 
PLDT OnCall capacity seamlessly grows 
with your company. 

PLDT OnCall powered 
Avaya, the world leader in contact 
center solutions is a truly versatile 
package that allows you to concentrate 
on honing your end product. And it 
helps to concentrate in a Held that 
although is hooming, is highly competi- 
tive as well. 

PLDT OnCall allows you to 
focus on the critical ingredient of the 
business phin- your Big Idea. Where 
docs it go from here? Just plug into 
PLDT OnCall and find out. To find out 
more about PLDT OnCall, log on to 
www.pldtoncall.com.ph or email 
bizsol@pidt.com.ph, or give us a call at 
874-7474, 


he main reason the contact 

center business is so vi 

hot, is a simple competitive 

advantage. We've got some of 
the best agents. The guys we put on the 
frontlines have much more patience, 
decorum, and let's face it, are more 
costeffective than those that developed 
countries can ever hope to field. 

So then, the nature and 
standard of your service is the utmost 
priority. It's all about quality of service 
and quality control. You've got to think 

bout your level of service compared to 

your competitors. Are they reaching 
their SLAs, how are they're adding to 
their valuemix, and how does that 
allow them to acquire new custom- 
ers? d 

PLDT OnCall provides you the 
leased (cheaper by a mile) platform, the 
security and the physical infrastructure 
for contact centers with seating capaci- 
ties that accommodate even low levels. 
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Consumers less inclined 
to spend, survey shows 


affect our lives. The resolution [of 
political troubles] is important if 
we want our country to move for- 
ward.” 

The local AC Nielsen chief 
said the Hello Garci wiretapping 
controversy, the Hyatt 10 mass 
resignation, and the ensuing at- 
tempt to impeach President 
Macapagal-Arroyo—all of 
which happened during the run- 
up to the survey—made politics 
one of the top concerns of Fil- 
ipino consumers at 42 percent, 
versus an Asia-Pacific median of 
only 18 percent. 

Surprisingly, the survey also 


_found that Filipino consumers 


have also become very con- 
scious about saving their spare 
cash after all their essential liv- 
ing expenses are covered, 

AC Nielsen said 60 percent of 
Filipinos indicated an “inclina- 
tion to save”—the second-highest 
in the region after the Taiwanese. 

This contrasts sharply with of- 
ficial statistics which show that 
the country as having one of the 
lowest savings rates in the region 
with only 24 percent of the coun- 
try’s economic output being 
stashed in banks. 

This divergence may be ex- 

CONSUMERS/ B6 


in the country remained below the 
global average of 98 points during 
the period. Consumers in India and 
New Zealand were the most opti- 
mistic, garering 132 and 123 
points, respectively. Korean and 
Portuguese consumers were the 
most pessimistic with 62 and 60 
points, respectively. 

According to Cid, local con- 
sumer confidence took a hit 
mainly due to concerns about the 
Philippine economy, with an 
overwhelming 69 percent of re- 
spondents expressing their worry 
overit. 

“Rising oil prices and the val- 
ue-added tax are factors which 
contributed to this perception in 
the Philippines,” Cid said. 

Respondents in the Asean re- 
gion also ranked the economies 
of their countries as their main 
concerns, specifically Thai, In- 
donesian and Malaysian respon- 
dents. 

Aside from the economy, local 
consumers were also reining in 
spending due to worries about 
the country's political stability, 
the survey found. 

“The Philippines takes first 
place in terms of political stability 
concerns,” Cid said. “This is be- 
cause we're all aware how it will 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


FILIPINO CONSUMERS HAVE 
become less inclined to spend 
their excess cash and are more 
likely to save it due to lingering 
concerns about the economy and 
the country's political stability. 

This was the finding of the lat- 
est AC Nielsen worldwide survey 
on consumer confidence which 
the multinational research firm 
released yesterday. 

In the survey, the Philippines’ 
consumer confidence index de- 
clined “marginally” to 93 points 
in November 2005 from the re- 
sults of the last survey conducted 
in May 2005. 

“Filipinos are now more conser- 
vative in terms of spending mon- 
ey” AC Nielsen managing director 
Benedicto Cid Jr. said ina briefing, 
even ashe stressed that the results 
were “relatively unchanged” from 
the previous results “particularly 
in the areas of job prospects and 
personal finances.” 

‘The regular survey is used to 
gauge consumer sentiment and 
confidence in the future of differ- 
ent economies by examining 
spending and saving patterns. 

More importantly, the survey re- 
vealed that consumer confidence 


earnings for PLDT's Intenet- 
based subsidiary, and that gam- 
ing apparently is so far the only 
venture available on the horizon. 


Money-go-round 

© STARTING today, Northwest 
will stop giving away free booze 
and start charging $5 per alco- 
holic drink served to economy 
class passengers in Asian and 
trans Pacific routes. 

‘© LBCS Carlos “Linggoy” 
Araneta lost a Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court case he filed against 
his former partner and buddy, Ra- 
pom hens ATE ia Capi- 
tal. 

Judge Rommel Baybay upheld 
the validity of the joint venture 
that the two former partners had 
signed; but which Araneta subse- 
quently wanted rescinded, in tak- 
ing over The Professional Group. 

‘Araneta was represented by 
Del Rosario Hechanova Bagamas- 
bad Raboca law firm; Arnaiz, by 
Villaraza and Angangco. 


Heard through the grapevine 
NEWLY recycled _single/babe 
magnet NBC president Francis 
Lumen has quietly put his Pacific 
Plaza Towers unit at The Fort for 
sale. Asking price: P23 million, 
which is P2 million less than a 
similar unit also placed on the 
Banco de Oro. 

cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 

or  cocktales pdidya- 


“CocCKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 

More important, the alliance 
with the Government Service In- 
surance System—with the added 
10 percent, GSIS president Win- 
ston Garcia's P92 per share asking 
price becomes reasonable—could 
potentially thwart off the Banco 
de Oro merger plans. 

That, apparently, is the game 
plan. 


Web of gambling 

WHILE the Catholic bishops were 
busy fulminating against jueteng, 
casinos, Garei and mining, Inter- 
net-based gambling “is slowly 
creeping nationwide, courtesy of 
Marcos Trade Secretary Roberto 
Ongpin and his nephew, former 
Finance Undersecretary Erie Rec- 
to. 

Now, with the proposed 20 
percent buy-in of ePLDT into 
Ongpin and Recto's Philweb, 
gambling—their preferred name 
is “gaming”—is poised to make a 
mainstream jump into each land- 
line, cell phone and even through 
PLDT subsidiary NBC's radio-TV 
network. 

According to the grapevine, 
ePLDT president Ray Espinosa 
‘wants a new profit driver to boost 


TË LOOKS LIKE THE GLOVES 
ARE really off between Equitable 
PCIBank and Banco de Oro. 

; According to the grapevine, a 
top Equitable PCIBank official 
has ‘made preliminary inquiries 
witht the Bangko Sentral if it 
could instead auction off the con- 
troversial 10 percent in treasury 
shares that the previous owners, 
the Go family, used to keep them- 
selves in power. 

There is one hitch in the pro- 
posal, though. The new Equitable 
PCIBank board voted to retire the 
10 percent block late last year, al- 
though apparently the Bangko 
Sëntral and the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission have yet to 
officially approve the retirement 
and the bank's resulting narrower 
shareholder base. 

TË it obtains regulatory ap- 
proval to unwind the retirement, 
EqQitable PCIBank will most like- 
W aûction the 10-percent block 
alongside the 12-percent GSIS 
block. 

According to the grapevine, 
not only would Equitable 
PCIBank obtain higher, market- 
based pricing for the 10 percent 
block the auction, instead of re- 
tigement, route were followed, it 
viould also reduce mark-to-mar- 
kër losses, now that the bank 
share price is trading at the P64 
level, instead of the sub-P50 
range it was trading in the last 
quarter when the retirement vote 
vras taken. 


sik mangement and USP compliance checking. te 
wil ako help PNITBG improve is operting 
“icencies and enhunce the over-all quality of 18 


‘Other Investment Management Services 
ND alo ks pode 3 wide d cn 
series for corporsins and insitutons. These 
servis inchade corporate invesonem mangement 
crow management, eren fund management 
egen morgage inst indenture andl 
Sutin. The Group ako eaten ro hgh eeh 
individuals rough is Revocable and Irrevocable 
‘Tras ad legen Management Aceounes 
Vere veson on UITFs and PND Trost 


PNB UITF PRODUCT LINE DEBUTS 


om. Clients are given more choices with a wide 
range of fand types thar include purely fixed 
income, equity and balanced funds. These fonds are 
so wind to mec every cen Grane sanding, 
krom goal, rik appetite and investment 
ke Fay, Se Kode am to e bora 
rates i order to generace teren for i 


New System in Place 
‘The PND Trix Banking Group hus employe 


oxy, eng» minin inl paria of one 
Ze US doli (1,00) aod ten thousand pesos 
(10,00) only respectively 

“The CI Index UITF i tended for she more 
aggresive inven who would wam to direnify 
o men i the local stock: market. For 2 
minimums d P25,000, imvewon wil enjoy the 
“able returns of the countrys blae chip compa. 
The CI index Fund i ivened in socks, fned 
income eren med by dhe government and 
prime corporations the form of commercial 


“These are Mabuhay PLUS for those who are just 
searing or wih modest savings of P30,000; the 
Mabuhay PRIME foe chose wiih at eat P1 Milion 
and Mabuhay Prige for thone wich PS Milion 
“md above 
Second, the Dollar Prof Fand, ice for 
immon in search of highereiming Screen 
for thor US dolar finde. Tha find pv een 
accen to د‎ conservanve yet high yielding portfolio 
which is invested primarily în dollar denominated, 
fixed income سداس‎ 
the Peo Punks UITF and the Dollar 


“The Phlppne National Bank has luoched seven 
new alternative investment products under the Unit 
enen Zen Fund (UTF). Investors who have 
long been hooking for long-term 20 high yielding 
‘struments, foond the PNB “Emily of fonds” as 
very eier options and immedisely decided to 
invest heir ed-eamed money and put their rst 
in PNB. 


Comprising the PNB UITF Family are: 
Fir in line is the Mabuhay UITF, a 
peso-denominated unit investment trust fand 


ky Tomt 


ako 


A value seeker whose 


ironage for the arts 
Feide dass 
“Mae, At Dealer 


Banking produco may contact de Bar 
Markenng sa 3: 8916040 locals 4640, 2512, 4650, 
4574, 457, 4A, 4659 and 459, beten 

be courted Aen any af PND's 324 domestic 


branches 


the secs of Simple Pac for E eent 
en Banking Sytem solution. The new stem 
wil bande al font and back office enen, 
provide rae dan procesi an ele reporting, 
“ad slow mi-curency mång pono modeling. 


F the UITE gives PNB 


We've got something in common... 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UIT! 


apes and preferred shares 


More Options for Investors 
“The éen 
enen more investment options to choose 


Punks UITP which were Geier! for the 
(Ovens Bio Wen (OPW) fr ther times 
pesoi and dollar. The Dolar and Peso Panis UIT 
dre two ofthe most affordable UITFS inthe market 


EERE SOTA 


Whose primary objective is income accumulation 
for is regen es inves ım shore, fixed 
income instruments and avaiable in three Yarns. 
ai oder ev of inver nel postion. 


We share the same passion for creative investments whose value grows over time. 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) opens doors of opportunities for all kinds of investment needs. UITFs are offered in a wide range of fund types: 


balanced and equity, in Philippine Peso and U.S. Dollar in a variety of minimum amount of contributions. With over 60 UITFs 
ır investment goal, time horizon and risk-reward appetite. And with teams of expert investment managers 
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TRUST BANKING 


ING هلا‎ 


money market, fixed income, 
to choose from, there are funds that suit you 


from the country's leading banks, you can trust them to optimize the return of your money. 


Do you have the same passion? Ask your bank about Unit Investment Trust Funds today. 


Conveniently accessible in more than 2,500 bank branches nationwide 
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RCBC RCBC Savings Bank” 


Philippine Nationat Bank 
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ONES a00 BUSINESS 
Lopez firm to put up AMAZING 4000 LAMP HOURS 
$4-M gas pipeline al | 


By Abigail L. Ho sumes more than 16 million liters 
RP’ 5 10 and 3.5 million liters of bunker C 
D LOPEZ-OWNED FIRST GAS and diesel fuel, respectively, for 

Pipeline Corp. (FGPipeline) has power and steam generation. 
2 banks entered into a non-binding mem- It produces components for the 
orandum of agreement with oleo- manufacturing of soaps, cosmet- 
ost rise chemical firm United Coconut ics, detergents, pharmaceuticals 
D Chemicals In. (Gocochem) roin; and beverage, among others, and 
3 S stall and operate a $4-million said it wanted to ‘switch to natu- 
in profits ee ral gas for operational and emi- 

ral gas to Cocochem's facilities in ronmental reasons. 

THE COUNTRYS San Pascual, Batangas. In January 2001, RA 8997 


two biggest First Gen’s prospectus for its granted First Gas Holdings Corp. InFocus X2 Mall Show 


banks—Bank of the initial public offering said that (FGHC) a franchise to “construct, ~ لابجب‎ February 2 - 8, 2006. $ 
Philippine Islands under The agreement, a three- install, own, operate and main- EEE pee ا واد‎ i 
and Metropolitan kilometer gas distribution tain” pipeline systems for the d 

Bank and Trust pipeline system would be in- transportation of natural gas 1 

Co.—reported higher stalled by the end of the year. throughout Luzon. g Oniy 


Megamall, Bldg. B. 


profits in 2005 com- The project was given an envi- FGHC on Sept. 6, 2005 trans- 3 e Wi 
Pared to year-ago ronmental compliance certificate ferred this fanchisetoFGPipeline. E — Php. 57,000. 
levels. SC? last Aug. 1, 2005. ‘The franchise, which will expire 2 teg: ب‎ 

BPI repor a net FGPipeline has already ac- on Feb. 25, 2026, requires its 4 ١ 0 
profit of P8.1 billion in quired he right of way addressed holder to start exercising any of eegene Ee 
2005, or 21 percent the pipeline's technical require- the rights and privileges spelled stay ee e she ats ae, 
higher that the previ- ments and secured relevant pro- out in the contract within five eegne SE jeas with panache while you 
ous years level. jectpermits, the prospectus said. years from effectivity parece ص ع‎ ete ep 
Metrobank, the coun- ` Cocochem, the country’s Failure to start work on any 9 ife entertainment at home! 


trys largest commer- largest oleochemical plant, con- — pipeline-related activities by Feb. 8 
cial bank in terms of see With X2, you can surpass expectations! 


assets, posted an tion of the franchise. 5 
تممه‎ A HEARING AID) “seit 
P4.36 billion, up from vocation of the fran- 
3,63 billion in 2004. NOT EXPENSIVE | chise on the basis of es? 
BPI said last year's = the expiration of the 3 Pe, 
unaudited profit had laste) non-user period, FG- 
` pan ` EE 
included the profit in 3 Pipeline must under- 2.46 ppm 600x600 dpl-15000 dutycycleper month +B سحت‎ ratio 
the last four months Hi Quality $. take activities 14000 Lamp Hours 
of 2005 of recently 3 E preparatory to thein- Promo period is February 1 - 28, 2006. 
acquired Prudential (35 / : stallation of a gas Exclusive Dist 


Bank. d i pipeline, such as ak | P Focus 
is reum ده‎ | SERRE Tec oreo | A ES O renee 
improved to 14.7 per- of affected بك = د‎ rr 
DE e FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT] properties and insti- The Big Picture’ E 
while return on assets Eer, on BE tuting expropriation 
went up to 1.7 percent | grammar) Susanna sums] Proceedings, the 
pëe BEE, LEE) prospecrssaid 
“BPIs extemal au- ees EE BEE 
ditor is reviewing all 
Philippine Financial 
Reporting Standards A e Lenovo recommends Windows® XP Professional. 
Reporing, Standards EE 
applicable to the uni- A.S Mustard Seed 
bank operations and SË FINGER PRINT SCANNER! 
tothe Prudential Bank së PC-Based Biometrics Time Recorder 
acquisition,” the bank en, Paditonal Punch Coca 
said in a statement to J 
the exchange. 
BPIS total revenue 
increased 23 percent 
from year-ago level, 
while non-interest in- d 
come expanded by al vrit isë 
21 percent. E 
Its operating عه‎ Lë A HP 15,000.00 
penses in the same j formon. 17 
Period rose by 26 لا اها‎ 
percent. Total assets f Cal now for a free demo! dë 
in 2005 stood at Is ec së 


P528 billion, up by P 
12 percent from the BETI 
2004 level. Doris C. له‎ = 
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` Upgraded to 
1700 ANSI Lumens 
+ 7th Generation DLP™ 


Take advantage of 


E THINKPAD. NOW IN WIDESCREEN 
a sg سمو‎ vue H . vë did VENDE . 
1 month | 3.0000% | 3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750% Wi DESC REEN TH H NKPAD N OW IN TITAN H U M 
2 months | 3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.4375% = te 5 5 
3 months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.4375%| 3.5000% INTRODUCING THE WIDESCREEN TITANIUM THINKPAD Z60. the worid's first widescreen ThinkPad notebook is also 
6 months | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000% | 3.6250% the world’s first titanium ThinkPad. Whether you choose titanium or classic black, you get a screen that let's you view 25% more data 
6 3 than a standard 14” XGA screen, security features you'd expect from ThinkPad and the wireless power of an Intel” Pentium” M Processor 

iths | 3.4375% | 3.5000% | 3.6250%13.7500% tan cae VE ited protection, both 14" and 15.47 models come with a new magnesium “roll cage". Al thal, and the 

14” 260t is still the smallest and lightest in its class (28mm thick’ and just over 2.1kg’). The ThinkPad 260 notebooks, like all ThinkPad 


notebooks, are now a product of Lenovo, a new global company uniting Lenovo and the former IBM PC Division under the Lenovo name. 
ThinkPad service and support continues to be available from IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenove.com/plvofters 
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insta mily With the Think Express Program, ThinkPad notebooks are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind. 
VISIT US AT Contact our authorised resellers today. lenovo. 


www.jobmarketonline.com 


Corporate Revers: een er echoes, ln 626563 «Americas Techies, عم‎ 7730601 » Crate Techies. 4001722 Egzon Compter Sevens, Inc. 83380 = Integrated Computer Systems, 
Get * Ng Aba Development Creat (557) 3067525 » Personal Compute Specs. lnc 819516  Unsen Computer Systews, Inc. 1745888 


Fr EREE Partners ABC Computers Ca. ne et tere Products. uc 6347999 + Geseent EE Avance Soltions, nc, 263835 « Arles IT Systoms 8921000 x 2073 > Mais Computer, 


H P e 04/6500 «la Systems Technology eet Cuma brenge عا‎ 5240393 » Eco LT Segen Caporat 7466300» Deeg lis tens 

Fee eene ec 813000» MIG Bess Systems, 372792 «Scr Image berg Corp 8404050 + Icio Paci keeft, 
ZE es egene Company 812814» orale enge 9857424» Mero mg: Paducty Tech 
Services. me 485202 Dusan Cerpren 8134422 Ss Vey Computar Cente 371686 Vln Sen & Soon Croatia 3257623 > Wen Computer Systems, Ine. 7579030 Vesli 
freno Stems 7277632 «Zena Systems Cupi 3663395 


Ls NS Hl hs set Ta at ens ee a Bl md at and enc ds a nem hoe Oo 
ari سسا سه لاسا سد[‎ ma ua Ca ma ten Spon. ease an ساس‎ e Palm Pe ms Get ap Da e ne oes ap dents i 
d © TE E 
FOME = 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY I, 2006 


5 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E BUSINESS 
Insurance agency plans to impose 
risk-based capitalization rule 
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In addition, the total number of 
“in-force” insurance policies are in- 
creasing by only 160,000 a year, 
even as 400,000 new policies are 
sold during the same time frame—a 
sign that less and less policyholders 
are able to maintain their periodic 
amortizations. 

‘Workers in the the insurance in- 
dustry have stagnated with the 
number of agents having plateaued 
at 30,000 over the last five years. 

“There exist threats that stall 
our progress,” Coyiuto said. “The 
negative consequences of the de- 
cline in productivity can be devas- 
tating not only for the life insur- 
ance industry but as much for ev- 
ery Filipino family.” 


that the risk-based capital approach 
was the best way forward for the in- 
dustry, mimicking a painful policy 
shift now being undertaken-by the 
banking industry. 

The IC chief's thrust toward high- 
er capitalization came just as the in- 
coming head of the industry associa- 
tion outlined the threats facing local 
life insurance firms. 

In his speech, First Life president 
and CEO Peter Coyiuto said new poli- 
cies sold by life insurance firms had 
been dectining by 5 percent a year, 
even as the country’s population con- 
tinued to grow by 1.6 million yearly. 

‘Terminated policies exceed new 
policies sold by an average of 
120,000 year, he said. 


so submit your comments now,” she 
added, taking many officials of the 
group by surprise. 

PLIA members are deeply divided 
over the plan which will require in- 
surance firms with larger risk expo- 
sure to set aside or raise more capi- 
tal to protect their stakeholders 
from adverse market movements. 

Insurers with less exposure to risk 
will be allowed to free up more of 
their capital for investments and 
other activities 

‘Smaller insurers complain that the 
plan unduly favors large insurance 
firms which are better capitalized. 

Escobillo, who has been at the 
helm of the IC for just a little over 
two months, was firm in her stance 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES MAY 
soon have to raise more capital to cov- 
er high-risk liabilities, even as the in- 
dustrys sales continue to stagnate 
due to the weak economy. 

Speaking before a group of life in- 
surance executives, Insurance Com- 
missioner Evangeline C. Escobillo 
said she would proceed with a pro- 
posal to impose the so-called “risk- 
based capital” approach for insur- 
ance firms this year. 

“I want risk-based capital in place 
by mid-2006,” she told members of 
the Philippine Life Insurance Associ- 
ation (Plia) on Tuesday. 

“Tm eager to meet my deadline, 


NRMDC seen 
taking over 2 
mining assets 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘STATE-OWNED NATURAL RESOURCES MINING 
Development Corp. (NRMDO) will acquire min 
ing assets previously held by North Davao Mining 
Corp. and Batongbuhay Gold Mines Ine. 

‘The Privatization Management Office will 
transfer these mine sites, classified as aban- 
doned, to NRMDC for development 

‘An official of NRMDC said in an interview 
that the agency might tap joint venture part- 
ners for the development of these mine sites. 

‘About 26 foreign and local investors have signi- 
fied interest in developing these mine sites, which 
still have untapped mineral reserves, NRMDC 
president Artemio Disini said in an interview. 

‘Among those interested are Philippine Met- 
als and Minerals Group Inc., Benguet Corp., 
Phelps Dodge Exploration Corp., Atlas Consoli- 
dated Mining and Development Corp., Apex 
Mining Co. Inc., China Nonferrous Metals Min- 
ing Lid., Toronto Ventures Inc., Lafayette (Phils) 
and East Asia Minerals. 

NRMDC is seeking a joint venture parner 
for the exploration and development of the 
North Davao property. The NRMDC official 
said a bidding would be held soon for this. 

‘The North Davao concession in Compostela 
Valley covers 40,000 hectares. 

NDMC was formerly owned by the Elizalde 
family. It was later acquired by the government. 
‘Attempts by the Asset Privatization Trust to sell 
it failed. The Privatization Management Office 
took over the asset from the APT. 

The other mine site is that of BatongBuhay 
Gold, which is in Pasil, Kalinga Apayao. This 
covers 444 hectares. 


UnionBank posts 
P2.76B in profit 


UNION BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES POSTED 
a net income of P2.76 billion last year. 

‘This was 21 percent higher than the previ- 
ous year’s P2.28 billion. 

‘The bank's net income has been growing by 
a compounded annual rate of more than 20 
percent in the past five years. 

Return on average equity increased to 15.4 
percent in 2005 from 14.2 percent in 2004, while 
Tetum on average assets stood at 2.6 percent. 

In a statement, the bank said improved 
profitability was achieved on top of a 20- per- 
cent increase in provisions for loan losses to 
P421 million from P350 million in 2004 

It said its capital markets businesses 
showed very strong revenue growth with 
both accrual and trading gains growing by 
more than 50 percent. Consumer and small 
and medium enterprise finance also showed 
record growth. Interest earnings from credit 
cards, auto loans, mortgage and Business 
Line (a loan product secured by customers’ 
deposits or real property) accounted for more 
than one-third of the Banks lending income. 
Earnings from auto finance business went up 
by 19 percent year-on-year due to higher loan 
volume. The Bank's volume of new auto fi- 
nance bookings grew by 15 percent versus car 
industry sales growth of 10 percent during 
the comparable period. 


Loyola gets license 
to sell securities 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM- 
mission has approved Loyola Plans Consoli 
dated Inc. (LPCI) license to sell P1 billion 
worth of securities in 2006. 

LECI has completed and complied with all the 
requirements of the SEC for the granting of licens- 
es and the authorization to deal with securities. 

On Jan. 9, the SEC conferred to LPCI the cer- 
tificate authorizing the company to act as dealer 
in "Pre-Need Fixed Value Education Plans, Life 
Plans and Pension Plans in the Philippines.” 

LPCI is one of the leaders in the pre-nced 
industry, consistently landing in the top 5 in 
annual ranking. 

LPCI will be selling its three products: Pen- 
sion, education and memorial plans. 

Loyola has 17 regional offices and 85 busi- 
ness centers nationwide. 
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WB unit to raise $100M for SLEX 


5 
chise to operate toll roads, but lack of funds £ 
had forced the PNCC to enter into agreements 
with private road developers. 

Government sources said that the toll fee’ 
for each kilometer along the SLEX will be low- 
er than those of other existing toll roads in the 
country. 

“The board of directors of the PNCC took 
pains to ensure that the rehab of the SLEX 
would cost the lowest per kilometer in terms 
of toll fee,” a government source said. 

The PNCC is currently charging 72 cen- 
tavos a kilometer for cars and jeeps, P1.44 a 
Kilometer for buses and small trucks and 
P2.16 a kilometer for trailers and 16-wheel- 
ers. 

At the North Luzon Expressway, the Manila 
North Tollways Corp. charges a flat rate of 
P42 for cars and jeeps from Balintawak to Bo- 
caue. Then along the 70-kilometer closed sys- 
tem, it collects another P2.49 a kilometer for 
light vehicles, 

‘The Malaysian proponent of SLEX will 
have to provide 30 percent of the equity, 
pegged at P2.5 billion. 

More than 150,000 motorists use the SLEX 
daily. 

‘The highway spans about 30 kilometers: 
from Alabang to Calamba. About 60 percent 
of Luzon's produce passes through the high, 
way each day. t 

At the same time, the toll fee has to be vi- 
able enough for the Malaysian group to recov- 
er its investments and for creditors to lend to 
the project. 

MTD Manila Expressway in July 2005 
turned over some $2.5 million to the PNCC as 
proof ofits financial capability. 

‘The SLEX upgrade involves the rehabilita- 
tion of the Alabang viaduct (Toll Road 1) in 
Muntinlupa City. It also calls for the expan- 
sion of the stretch of Alabang to Sta. Rosa to 
eight lanes, the Sta. Rosa to Calamba to six 
lanes (Toll Road 2) and the widening of the 
Calamba to Sto. Tomas road to four lanes 
(Toll Road 3). 


Pre-need sales 
dropped over 
44% in 2005 


Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SALE OF EDUCATION AND PENSION 
plans of pre-need firms fell 44.3 percent to 
P20.5 billion in 2005. 

In a monthly sales report prepared by the: 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), 
sales of education plans plummeted 56.62- 
percent to P5.75 billion from January to De- 
cember 2005, from the P13.3 billion of the 
previous year. 

Pension plans also slipped 43.4 percent 
during the same period to P11 billion from 
P19 billion in 2004. 

Life plans dipped 10.2 percent to P3.8 bil, 4 
lion from P4.2 billion in 2004. A 

For the month of December alone, total , 
sales dropped 14.5 percent to P1.64 billion; 
But it recovered by 11 percent against 
November's P1.48 billion. 

Education plans were still the hardest hit in 
December as sales tumbled 56 percent to 
P287 million. 

Pension plans however started to recover 
as it posted an 8.3 percent increase in sales to 
P1.1 billion. 

Life plans also continued to improve 1.4 
percent in December to P254.6 million. 

“The pre-need industry is reeling from the 
financial difficulties of major firms that 
sought court rehabilitation. 


Peso 


delay in the implementation of the expanded. 
value-added tax and the second, the political 
uncertainties that were affecting the econom- 
ic program. 

“Things have now changed for the better” 
he said. 

After repealing certain exemptions from 
the VAT, the government will implement start 
ing today a crucial increase in the VAT rate 
from 10 to 12 percent. The VAT reform pack- 
age is the single biggest fiscal measure + 
deemed as necessary to stabilize the govern- 
ment’s fiscal position. 

Should there be an improvement in the 
country’s credit rating outlook, Veloso pre- 
dicted that the peso would immediately test 
51.70 then slowly appreciate toward 51.25- 
51.50 toa dollar. 

“And after the first quarter and if the expect- 
ed revenues from the VAT are met, we're going» 3 
tosee the peso at the 50 levels,” Veloso said. 

Aside from First Gen, other equity issues in the 
pipeline include those of broadcast giant GMA 
Network, mining firm Carmen Copper Corp, and 
food manufacturer Universal Robina Corp. 


Consumers ... 


From page B4 

plained by the profile of the survey's respon- 
dents, which are mainly middle- and upper- 
income bracket Filipinos with access to the 
Internet—presumably groups that have 
higher disposable incomes and a higher 
propensity tosave. 


From page BI 


cated loan will have a maturity of seven to ten 
years. 

‘Also, MTD Manila Expressway is scheduled 
to sign the Supplemental Toll Operation 
Agreement, or Stoa, with the Philippine Na- 
tional Construction Corp. and the Toll Regula- 
tory Board this week. 

“We are very keen on the SLEX upgrade,” 
Bhagat said in an interview. “We are just wait- 
ing for the Stoa.” 

“The Stoa, which specifies the toll fee and 
how it is computed, will serve as the contract 
among the PNCC, the toll board and the 
Malaysian group. 

With the Stoa, MTD Manila Expressway 
may complete its financing for the project. 

“The SLEX upgrade is one of the major pro- 
jects of the Arroyo administration. Investors 
are hoping that the upgraded roadway, once 
completed, will facilitate the flow of goods to 
and from South Luzon, 

‘The state-owned PNCC has the sole fran- 


Malaysia’s MTD to sign toll agreement with gov't this week 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORP, A 
unit of the World Bank, has said it will raise as 
much as $100 million in long-term funds for 
Malaysian firm MTD Manila Expressway to fi- 
nance the rehabilitation of the South Luzon 
Expressway. 

‘The Malaysian firm, a unit of MTD Capital, 
and the government have reduced the cost of 
the 30-kilometer highway upgrade to about 
P8.3 billion from an earlier costing of P11 bil- 
lion. 

MTD is the second largest toll operator in 
Malaysia. 

IFC country manager Vipul Bhagat said the 
multilateral agency would lend up to $50 mil- 
lion in 10-year funds to the proponent of the 
South Luzon Expressway upgrade. 

The World Bank unit, along with other 
banks, will then raise another $50 million for 
the Slex project, said the IFC chief. The syndi- 


Have a SMART start this 2006. 
MSI Packaged Software. 


MSI PAYROL 


Ensures FAST, COMPLETE & ACCURATE computation of 
payroll & generation of government reportorial requirements, 


RECORDING 
MSI DTR ieee 


A Time Keeping Software that keeps track employee's 

attendance, absences, tardiness, UT dnd OT records. 
PERSONNEL 

INFORMATIONSYSTEM 

Displays comprehensive 201 Files, & prints pre-defined 


personnel forms. 
OTHER PRODUCTS: 
PROFIT Retail System (POS/Sales Mngr, Inv, A.R. & P.O.) 


» Eor Inquiries on Profit System call: 
734-8858 o 736-6753 735-4892 | FREEDEMO 
w/in M.M. 


ast version w/the new PHIC TABLE for 
PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION for 2006 
is now ‘available 


Lei Ciyland 9 Dela Rosa Condo, 
, 7648 Dela Rosa St, Makati City 1230 

een Tels: 892-2798 » 892-2808 + 892-4530 
892.4536 + 894-1043 + 894-1525 

Fax: 892-2795 Email; si@vasia.com 


OSM 
TS 


3D IMPLY STUNNING. 


The New 


1. 


AL 


3825 | (074) 449-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC, 966-8901 to 06 / 364-1547 to 50 / 364-4071 to 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 027-7215 / 17 1 90/30 / 927-7242 / 441 48 1 52 1 0277057 LËR. St 
nc (00822) 738-770 7911 BAG / (O86) 868-9994 / (086) 858-7770 / (06822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC.. (032) 253-1161 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE, (032) 345 8670 TOYOTA COMMONER, 
Me rea CITY, INC, (062) 234-0996 / (082) 234-2994 / (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOILO CITY, INC., (039) 320-6115 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI, INC, 897-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. 632-2408 ta 10 
DUT to 08 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO. (04) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, INC, 532-4132 / 632-8428 / 534-3009 (lan) TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 671-9854 to 64 / 671-0480 


More than 23,000 consumers were polled 
over the Internet covering 41 countries in 
November 2005. In the Philippines, about 500 
respondents were surveyed, AC Nielsen said, 
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els, boomerang-shaped door trims, and 
enlarged hom pad for the steering 
wheel. 

The new RAV4's high-performance 
air-conditioning system is equipped with 
independent driver and front passenger 
side controls and an automatic switch, 
and a pollen removal mode control that 
shifts blower to recirculation. 

Like most European models, the new 
RAVA now has a steering wheel audio 
switch all for easier manipulation of the 
entertainment system while driving. 

‘The rear seats tilt down to a 60:40 
split with a one-touch lever resulting to a 
1870 mm long deck space and its deck 
floor storage now includes a90-liter stor- 
age box for small or wet items, and a re- 
movable two-piece double folding deck 
board, 

‘The RAV4's new platform minimizes 
deformations in the cabin area upon im- 
pact and even employs the Head Impact 
Protection system on the ceiling that fur- 
ther protects occupant’s head, Front pas- 
sengers are further protected through a 
combination of dual stage driver and 
front passenger, side and curtain SRS 
airbags mostly found in higher-end SU- 
Vs. 


Is it as dramatic as the retort 
and commotion of fire-breath- 
ing, force-fed turbo with anti- 
lag” These are all comparisons 
made with signature engine 
noises that have left an indeli- 
ble mark on my subconscious, 
merely with the distinctive, 
striking sounds they produce. 


Mundane sounds 

Outside of the remarkable 
exhaust notes, there are hun- 
dreds of every day, mundane 
sounds that one becomes famil- 
iar with, both contentedly and 
uncomfortably, in the course of 
being around automobiles. 
There is the curt, effortless 
crack of a working starter as it 
helps crank the engine. 

‘There is also the crisp, snap 
and click engagement of a well 
sorted, short throw manual 
gearbox. Another is the low 
thudding and arresting commo- 
tion that comes with early gen- 
eration antilock brake systems 
(ABS). The annoying squeak of 
all too used wiper blades. Can 
there be a more ominous sound 
than the warning whine of a 
timing belt way past its due 
date” Then there is the grating, 
high-pitched notice of soon 
spent brake pads—much like a 
thousand pieces of chalk on as 
many badly finished black- 
boards. 

If you really think about it, 
there is beauty to be encoun- 
tered when we take our senses 
to our automobiles. Listening is 
only a single way to appreciate 
the intricate substance of cars; 
the balance of our senses will 
only serve to give us a fuller, 
more meaningful automotive 
experience. Afraid that what 
you'll discover is different from 
everyone else? There is no right 
or wrong way to interpret what 
spiritually—and ` literaly— 
moves us. Your opinion is as 
good as mine. 


Isuzu dealerships owned and operated 
by Industrial and Transport Equipment 
Inc. (Inteco). 

“This is another proof of Isuzu’s contin- 
uing success in the country. It is no secret 
that Isuzu has been the leader in diesel 
engine technology in the country for 
years now. The Isuzu Inteco on Quezon 
Avenue is owned by the same group that 
manages Isuzu dealerships in Pangasi- 
nan, Pampanga and Edsa. The key word 
in Isuzu's conduct of business is, as Tim- 
my Naval puts it: “Personalized,” 
Whether sales or after-sales, Timmy said 
all services rendered are specifically tai 
lored to the individual customer's re- 
quirements. 

Cheers to Isuzu, whose new Alterra, 
indeed, is another knockout like our pre: 
sent national sports hero, Manny Pac 
quiao. Pe 

QUOTE ME, Hypertension is caused 
mainly by stress so, don’t stress your- 
self, Always stay calm while driving. 


gaze at the street to confirm 


‘This went on for quite some- 
time—over the span of many 
weekends—but in the end T 
slightly 
smoother, shriller sound of my 
Isuzu Gemini 
from the din of the jeepneys. 
Call me destined for a life ob- 
sessed with the automobile as 
many a shrink will point to this 
childhood experience as “for- 

actually quite 


From these afternoons listen- 
ing to the humdrum of traffic, I 
1 always remember 
these listening sessions with my 
grandfather every time I jump 
into an automobile, How is to- 
day's test vehicle different from 
all the many cars I've driven in 
my lifetime? It is very difficult 
to remember every little single 
detail, but my job is much easier 
because the truly moving stuff 


If a car's exhaust note devel- 
‘ops a pleasant hum, then how 
does it compare to what are 
some of the most beautiful 
world. Is it as 
rough and ready as the rhyth- 
mic bass of a tuned, turbo boxer 
four at idle? Does it purr with 
the slinky, feline smoothness of 
a fuel injected V6? Maybe it 
croons the fleshy song of an in- 
line-6 willingly charging away 


Is it at all as angry as the 
angst ridden, boy racer wail of a 
high-strung, 9,600-rpm vari- 
able valve timed four cylinder? 
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Relentless Toyota unveils latest RAV4 


rable to vehicles a notch above its class 
but it can now offer a much comfortable 
seating space and a much more storage 
space at the back. 

“The new RAV4 is readily identified by 
its impressive “hunting eye” projector 
design for the headlamps, a trendy and 
distinct radiator grille, a round transpar- 
ent set of front fog lamps, six-spoke, 17- 
inch aluminum wheels, oversized outer 
‘mirrors with black accent, a much 


GG jë brighter light-emitting diode (LED) rear 


combination lamps and rear spoiler that 
promises to enhance the SUVs aerody- 
namics. 

The new RAV4, available in either 
four-wheel drive and two-wheel-drive 
variant, is powered by a newly adopted 
2.4-liter VVE engine (which provides a 
maximum output of 170 hp/4,000 rpm 
and maximum torque of 224 Nm/4,000 
rpm) and mated to a highly responsive 
and fuel efficient 4-speed automatic su- 
per ECT gearbox. 


Improvements 

Improvements in the RAVA' interior 
design are highlighted by the original 
double wing-shaped instrument panel, 
highly visible optitron meters, use of lux- 
urious genuine leather and metallic pan- 


Hearing noises 


PEOPLE INTERACT WITH THE 
physical world through their 
senses, Significant experiences 
are filed away in our cortexes 
and these seem to be referenced 
using the strongest emotional 
response. This is probably why 
we tend to remember moments 
by the sensory input that is 
most unique or dominant. If we 
couple this with our memory, 
this allows human beings to 
replay 
episodes of our lives in a man- 
ner more actual than virtual. 
‘The realization of this “sense 
and memory” correlation came 
at a very early age. I used to 
spend many childhood week- 
ends with my maternal grand- 
parents at their quaint home on 
Vito Cruz. While 1 remember 
being spoiled nearly comatose, 
Idid take home quite a few use- 
ful skills from those visits: the 
capacity to crack eggs straight 
into a frying pan, learning the 
four-move checkmate, and the 
ability to identify cars by the 
sounds they made. 
When it neared the time T 
would be fetched, my grandfa- 
ther noticed that I would enthu- 
siastically rush to the gate at the 
sound of random passing auto- 
mobiles. Seeing that this was no 
way for the grandson of a for- 
mer auto mechanic to display 
complete ignorance about cars, 
it was decided that those min- 
utes waiting for my mother to 
pick me up would be spent in a 
more constructive manner. 


MY DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


whether I was correct. 


entire 


could identify the 


mom's diesel 


mative” and 


damning. 


learned. 


stands out. 
Pleasure hum 


sounds in 


from the legal speed limit. 


} 


Guessing game 

We sat atop the steep con- 
crete flight of stairs that lead to 
their house so that our view of 
the narrow street below was 
unobstructed. As I sat facing 
away from thestreet, my grand- 
father then began to identify 
cars as they passed by. After a 
few cars, it would be my turn to 
guess, only being allowed to 


ka 


Further strengthening 

Tabata said the latest RAVA is set to 
further strengthen TMP's position in the 
commercial vehicle segment, widening 
its lineup which now includes the Innova 
multipurpose vehicle, HiLux pickup, Hi- 
Ace utility van, Previa minivan, and the 
Fortuner and Prado SUVs. 

Bigger than its predeccesor, the new 
RAV4's bigger exterior dimensions (4600 
mm long, 1855 mm wide and stands 
1720 mm tall) not only makes it compa- 
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36 and 37 of the 


MNTC printed 


p Wednesday, many motorists may 
3 not notice or heed the VMS. 

De Jesus denied allegations 
that some low-lying portions of 
the NLEX were flooded. The toll- 
way is designed to efficiently 
channel water into the drainage 
system. He revealed that before 
rebuilding the NLEX (at a cost of 
P18 billion), MNTC hired Moss 
MacDonald of the UK to conduct 
a safety audit of the old express- 

ware structural desi 
fects and these defects were 


handbook give typical stopping 
distances at speeds ranging from 
30 to 100 kph. 
year, 
10,000 copies of the motorists 
handbook and gave them away to 
motorists using the NLEX. A sec- 
ond edition in Tagalog is being 
printed but this time copies will 
be sold ata nominal price. 
Leaflets on safe driving and the 
motorists handbook show that 
MNTC believes driver education 
is needed for road safety. But De 
Jesus admits thatafter 11 months 
(a full year by Feb. 10) of operat- 
ing the NLEX, MNTC has learned 
that it is difficult to educate mo- 
torists, especially on lane disci- 
pline and speed limits. "No road, 
no matter how perfectly built, 
could guarantee zero accidents if 
the drivers are not careful,” he 


Email comments to asevil- 
la@inquirercom.ph. 


By Charles E, Buban 
UST WHEN A LOT OF 
0 PEOPLE expect Toyota 
Motor Philippines (TMP) 
to ease up just a bit, the compa- 
ny unveiled last week its latest 
sport utility vehicle model, the 


new RAV4. For the fourth time | = 
the company topped the local | 


THE NEW RAVA: compact yet powerful 


with a muchimproved driving perfor- 
mance, ensured ease of operation with 
its advanced and friendly technologies, 
overwhelming utility and superior cabin 
space, and an elevated image that fur- 
ther portrays a premium feel,” promised 
outgoing Toyota Motor Philippines presi- 
dent Nobuharu Tabata, 

“The RAV4, first launched in 1996, was 
the first compact SUV to be introduced in 
the country Its last major upgrade was in 
2003. 
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Slippery 


De Jesus said that while there 
were no flash floods, a film of wa- 
ter on the surface of the tollway 
made the road slippery. Vehicles 
that run fast and/or tailgate, then 
suddenly stop, are prone to hy- 
droplaning and colliding on wet 
roads, he pointed out. 

In fact, on page 36 of the North 
Expressway Motorists 
Handbook recommending a min- 
imum two-second gap between a 
vehicle and the one in front on 
roads carrying fast traffic, the gap 
should be at least doubled on wet 


Luzon 


roads. Pages 


Last 


‘Automobile Association 


concluded. 


Mitsubishi, Toyota establish a record 


‘The night, highlighted by Danny “Sir 
John” Isla’s Beatle-inspired (as usual) 
“It's getting better all the time” theme, 
took a sentimental dimension since it 
also served as a farewell for Nobuharu 
‘Tabata, the outgoing TMP president. 

In his speech, Sonny Guerrero, 
‘TMP’s senior VP for marketing, gave 
credit to Tabata’s brilliant leadershi 
as he acknowledged Tabata's exem- 
plary feat of making Toyota Triple 
Crown winner four years in a row in 
his four years of stay here. 

‘Tabata, well-loved by the media, 
was misty-eyed when he came down 
from the stage after reading his last 
farewell, which was lustily applauded 
by a huge throng that included his suc- 
cessor, Hiroshi Ito, and TMP vice chair, 
the always-dapper Alfred Ty. 

Sayonara, Tabata-san, You will be 
missed. 

salute the opening recently of Isuzu 
Quezon Avenue, which is one of four 
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body was awed by the new RAV4, 
which is nearly two feet longer than 
the previous model. 

Almost everybody agreed that the 
new RAV4 looked thoroughly mascu- 
line—like a thoroughbred, if you ask 
me—and it was the kind that defines 
once more the direction of tomorrow's 
compact SUVs. 

It looks sturdy, its external features 
appearing like a Hollywood hunk if 
you're talking of an actor out to essay 
the role of a muscular gladiator a la 
Russell Crowe, 

Easily, the new RAV4 overshadowed 
the Altis-S—the 3 being for the “sporti- 
ness” of the new model. 


Al Mendoza 


translate a fourth straight Triple Crown 
in 2005 by Toyota Motor Philippines. 

One guy that came to mind with the 
new model brandished by Mitsubishi was 
Kengo Takase, the Mitsubishi president. 
In a conversation with Takese that I had 
written here a while back, Takase said he 
credits the Galant as his virtual passport 
in gaining a job at the Mitsubishi Motors 
of Japan right out of coll 

“Even when I was still in college, was 
already in love with the Galant,” said 
‘Takase, “Galant was the reason I applied 
fora job at Mitsubishi in Hiroshima.” 

Just for that, I would imagine the new 
Galant could be a real looker—inside 
and out. 

From the noontime Galant launch, 
my colleagues had barely enough time 
to cool off their heels when it was time 
again to attend a car launch that 
evening—the unveiling of the new 
‘Toyota RAVA and Altis. 

Like in the Galant launch, every- 
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sections to each of which three pa- 
trol groups are dispatched. In a 
telephone interview, MNTC presi- 
dent Jose P de Jesus claimed that 
26 patrol vehicles are “preposi- 
tioned” at Sta. Rita, San Femando, 
and Dau and that each section of 
the NLEX is patrolled 24/7 in loop 
fashion, whatever the weather 
conditions. 


Patrol 

Aside from MNTC’s round-the- 
clock patrols, emergency road- 
side towing service and emergen- 
cy medical service are provided 


Philippines (AAP) and Lifeline 
Arrows, respectively. 

As for warning signs, De Jesus 
said that MNTC has Variable Mes- 
sage Signs (VMS) at entrances to 
the NLEX which are lighted up 
electronically and warn motorists 
of slippery or bad road conditions 
whenever necessary. It is poss 
ble, however, that in zero visibili- 


vehicle sales chart (passenger 
car, commercial vehicle and 
overall sales count). It was 
ranked No, 1 in the JD Power 
Customer Satisfaction Index (a 
measure of the level of satisfac- 
tion among owners of a partic- 
ular brand and not any particu- 
lar product). 

TMP said the new RAV4 has been 
completely reengineered for 2006 to 
project a more prestigious image by pro- 
viding new technological package that 
will cater to city driving needs and fea- 
tures not yet found in other vehicles in 
its class. 

“The new RAVA hits the road this year 


The Grim Reaper visits the NLEX 


THE GRIM REAPER VISITED 
the North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEX) last Wednesday, taking 


atnearby Kilometer 40. 

However, the public may have 
become immune long ago to 
news of road accidents, no matter 
how many are killed or seriously 

duet, because of the sheer fre- 
quency of these tragic events in 
our country, Motoring accidents 
have lost their shock value. Peo- 
ple sit up and take notice only 
when someone famous or a fami- 
ly member or friend is involved. 

“To most of us, road safety is a 
boring topic, something to pay 
only lip service to—until we our- 
selves are personally affected. 
Then, we are quick to blame the 
accident on others or external 
factors like a slippery road or bad 
weather, 


Multiple 

‘Take, for example, the multiple 
collisions on the NLEX last 
Wednesday. While Manila North 
Tollway Corp. (MNTC), the oper- 
ator of the NLEX, was still investi- 
gating, a news item from Malolos 
quoted unidentified motorists as 
saying that the accidents would 
not have happened if the MNTC 
had dispatched patrol teams to 
direct traffic and put up warning 
signs. 

‘The MNTC should enforce 
these precautionary measures ev- 
ery time there is an accident or 
visibility is reduced to zero be- 
cause of strong rain, they said, Al- 
so, that it is the duty of MNTG to 
ensure road safety because it col- 
lects “exorbitant toll fees” from 
motorists. (The toll for the entire 
83-km stretch from Balintawak to 
Sta. Ines, Pampanga or vice-versa 
is P203.) 

Exorbitant toll rates or not, 
people who say such things are 
obviously unaware that the MNTC 
has divided the NLEX into three 
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A RECORD OF SORTS HAS BEEN ESTA- 
blished last week when two automotive 
giants not only in the country but also all 
around the world unveiled their new 
models on the same day before an enthu- 
siastic crowd composed mainly of the 
country's topnotch motoring journalists. 

Mitsubishi has rolled out the all-new 
Galant, which will serve chiefly as its ar- 
tillery against Toyota's Camry and Hon- 
da's Accord. The three models are always 
regarded neck-and-neck in the luxury 
category, but with the new Galant, I be- 
lieve Toyota and Honda should appear 
uneasy at the new challenge posed by 
Mitsubishi. 

Before the arrival of the new Galant, 
the Accord has enjoyed relative comfort, 
what with its victory last year as the Car 
of the Year by the Coty group of Aida 
Sevilla-Mendoza, Manny delos Reyes 
and Tessa Salazar, among others. 

However, Toyota has remained un- 
daunted as its Camry continued its 
strong performance, a feat that helped 
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on tensions over Iran 


Opec seen keeping production output steady 


pose sanctions or take other harsher 
action against Iran, OPEC's second- 
largest producer. 

"Despite the efforts to avert a crisis 
the market seems unconvinced that 
its unlikely that we can have an out- 
come that wont affect the price of 
oil,” Phil Flynn of Alaron Trading 
Corp. said in a research note. 

‘Traders also eyed developments in 
Nigeria, where rebels continue to 
threaten oil companies. On Monday, 
four foreign oil workers who had been 
held hostage for two weeks were re- 
leased after a secessionist leader ap- 
pealed to their captors, who had de- 
manded southem Nigerians benefit 
more from their region's energy wealth. 

Nigeria is Africa's leading oil ex- 
porter and the fifth-biggest source of 
US. oil imports. Ap 


porting countries in Vienna Tuesday 
and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency on Thursday for price direc- 
tion, analysts said. 

Saudi Arabia's influential oil minister, 
Ali Naimi, said Monday that Opec mem- 
bers were “all in agreement” about 
keeping output steady at current levels, 

The US, Britain, France, China and 
Russia agreed Tuesday that Iran 
should be hauled before the UN Secu- 
rity Council, where the five count 
are permanent members, over its dis- 
puted nuclear program. 

After a private four-hour meeting, 
thie countries issued a joint statement 
calling on the Intemational Atomic 
Energy Agency, the UN nuclear 
watchdog, to report the Iran case 
‘when it meets in Vienna on Thursday. 
The UN Security Council could im- 


Tracing Alan Greenspan’s career 


SINGAPORE—CRUDE OIL PRICES 
rose slightly Tuesday as nagging wor- 
ries over Iran’s nuclear standoff with 
the international community over- 
shadowed expectations that Opec 
will keep its output steady at the oil 
cartel’s meeting later in the day. 
Light, sweet crude for March deliv- 
ery on the New York Mercantile Ex- 
change rose 13 cents to $68.48 a bar- 


«relin Asian electronic trading. 


‘The contract on Monday gained 59 
cents to settle at $68.35 a barrel. 

March Brent crude futures on Lon- 
don’s ICE Futures exchange rose 12 
cents to $66.71 a barrel. 

Heating oil fell 0.13 cent to $1.8325 
a gallon (3.8 liters) while gasoline lost 
0.24 cent to 51.7725 a gallon. 

‘Traders are watching the meeting 
of the Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
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VENEZUELA state-run oil company pumping "donkey" is seen as the night falls over the 
eastern shore of Maracaibo Lake in Las Salinas. OPEC is unlikely to cut production when 
ministers gather Tuesday in Vienna to decide on oil policy, analysts and oil ministers said, as 
worries over supply disruptions from Nigeria and possibly Iran hang over the meeting. 


GOODBYE GREENSPAN 


‘GREENSPAN 

‘© 1996: Clinton appoints Greenspan to a 
third term. In December, the Fed chairman is- 
sues his now-famous warming of “irrational 
exuberance” in the stock market. But after a 
slight pause, share prices continue to rocket. 

8 1997: Marries long-time partner An- 
drea Mitchell, an NBC news correspondent. 
An earlier marriage in 1952 was short-lived. 

e September 1998: Greenspan orga 
nizes a bailout of Long-Term Capital Man- 
agement for fear of global market panic if , 
the huge hedge fund is left to collapse. 

‘© 2000: Clinton appoints Greenspan to a 
fourth term. The next year, which is marked by 
the September 11 airborne attacks, the Fed 
starts driving rates to historic lows in response 
to the first US recession in 10 years. 

‘© 2004: Appointed by President George W 
Bush to serve for an unprecedented fifth term 
as Fed chairman. AFP 


REP.RENEU 
MARKETIN 


WASHINGTON—A CHRONOLOGY OF 
Alan Greenspan, who was to steer his last 
meeting of the Federal Reserve Tuesday af- 
ter more than 18 years as chairman: 

e 1926: Born on March 6 in New York. 
In the 1940s, attends the Juilliard musical 
school but gives up a career as a big band 
saxophone player to study economics at 
New York University. 

81954: Forms ‘Townsend-Greenspan, 
an economic consultancy, with a business 
partner in New York. 

© 1974: After previously acting as eco- 
nomic adviser to presidential candidate 
Richard Nixon, is appointed chairman of 
President Nixon's Council of Economic Ad- 
visers, Continues under Gerald Ford when 
Nixon resigns in disgrace. 

©1977-1987: Back at 
Greenspan. 

© June 1987: Nominated by President 
Ronald Reagan as Federal Reserve chair- 
man, to succeed Paul Volcker. Takes office 
in August, after Senate confirmation. 

October 1987: Stock market crashes 
on “Black Monday”. Greenspan's cool han- 
dling of the crisis earns the new Fed chair- 
man profound respect. 

© 1991: President George Bush ap- 
points Greenspan to a second term, but lat- 
er blames him for contributing to his elec- 
tion defeat to Bill Clinton after the Fed re- 
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US Fed expected to raise key rates 


tightening at the Fed's next meeting 
on March 28, the first gathering at 
which Bernanke will take the lead. 

But the economic crosscurrents are 
far from clear, and Fed officials are ex- 
pected to stress that they will make 
their decisions based on incoming 
economic information. 

‘The US economy expanded at a 
meager 1.1 percent rate in the fourth 
quarter of last year, but inflation aside 
from volatile food and energy prices 
‘was running a bit faster than Fed poli- 
cy-makers would like to see. 

However, so-called core prices 
edged up just 0.1 percent in Decem- 
ber and have gained only 1.9 percent 
over the past 12 months, just within 
the Fed's perceived comfort zone. 

While most economists expect the 
economy to rebound sharply this 
quarter from its surprisingly sluggish 
pace at the end of 2005, some expect 
a softening housing market to even- 
tually take the wind out of the expan- 
sion’s sales, 

Merrill Lynch chief economist 
David Rosenberg points to declining 
prices for new homes as foreshadow- 


tion mark the end of Greenspan's 18- 
1/2 years in office. 

‘The US Senate is expected to confirm 
former Fed Governor Ben Bernanke as 
the next chairman with a vote at some 
point during the day, clearing him to 
take office on Wednesday. 

“Our guess is that Greenspan will 
try to leave his successor with as clean 
a slate as possible, both in terms of 
policy buzzwords and in terms of im- 
plied policy guidance," Lou Crandall 
of Wrightson ICAP wrote in an analy- 
sis for clients, 

‘When the Fed began to push up the 
overnight federal funds rate 19 
months ago, it stood at a 1958 low of 
1 percent. 

“The benchmark rate is now at 4.25 
percent, close to a level many 
economists say neither spurs nor 
‘weighs on economic activity. 

“The easy part of the tightening cy- 
de is behind us now and so you're at 
the point where more judgment is re- 
quired,” said Dana Johnson, chief 
economist at Comerica Bank in Detroit. 

In futures markets, where bets are 
placed on the direction of interest 
rates, investors see about an 80 per- 


WASHINGTON—FEDERAL RESERVE 
officials, meeting one last time under 
Alan Greenspan's guiding hand, were 
expected on Tuesday to raise US in- 
terest rates for a 14th straight time, 
while signaling uncertainty about the 
future. 

After their last rate rise on Dec. 18, 
policy-makers said higher borrowing 
costs would “likely” be needed and 
analysts are united in the view the 
Fed will push up overnight rates an- 
other quarter-percentage point to 4.5 
percent. 

Economists, however, look for a 
shift in tone in the Fed's description of 
the rate outlook to suggest an in- 
crease at the next meeting in late 
March is not a done deal. 

Many Fed watchers think the cen- 
tral bank will ditch “likely” and sim- 
ply say more rate hikes “may” be 
needed. 

‘Others think the Fed may drop the 
guidance it has been offering since it 
began to push credit costs up in June 
2004 and say simply that incoming 
data will drive its decisions. 

‘The meeting may or may not mark 
the end of a 19-month long rate-rise 


fused to lower interest rates. 
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Japan jobless rate fell in Dec. 


A dip into the 3 percent region could have 
an upward impact on consumer prices,” he 
said. 

Seiji Adachi, a senior economist at 
Deutsche Securities, said that in addition to 
the fall in the unemployment rate, the qu: 
ty of jobs on offer appeared to be improv- 
ing. 

“Full-time jobs are now on the rise, where- 
as a little while back it was just part-time and 
contract workers,” he said 

“With the labour market improving, house- 
hold spending figures are looking good too. 
With both domestic and external factors posi- 
tive, October-December GDP (gross domestic 
product) figures could be very strong,” he 
added. 

Separate government figures on Tuesday 
showed that spending by salaried workers’ 
households in December tose 3.2 percent 
from a year earlier and gained a seasonally 
adjusted 0.4 percent from November. 

GDP expanded at a real 1.0 percent in an 
nualized terms in the July-September quarter, 
The govemment expects the economy to 
grow 2.7 percent in the current fiscal year to 
March 31 and 1.9 percent in fiscal 2006/07. 

Japan's economy has been gradually recov- 
ering in the last few years after more than a 
decade of stop-and-go growth. Reuters 


TOKYO—JAPAN'S LABOR MARKET IM- 
proved in December as the jobless rate fell to 
a lower-than-expected 4.4 percent, helping 
to boost household spending and boosting 
expectations of firm economic growth 
ahead. 

The jobless rate was down from 4.6 percent 
a month earlier and below a consensus fore- 
cast of 4.5 percent. 

‘That was still above a seven-year low of 4.2 
percent marked in June and September, but 
officials and economists have said the slight 
rise in recent months was the result of work- 
ers seeking better jobs amid recovering busi- 
ness conditions. 

‘The jobs-to-applicants ratio for December 
rose to 1.00 from 0.99, meaning 100 jobs 
were available for every 100 applicants, the 
first time it had reached the even level since 
September 1992, 

“The unemployment figure shows that the 
period of stalled economic recovery that we 
saw in the middle of last year is ending, and 
that the number of people who are finding 
work is starting to pick up,” said Naoki lizuka, 
chief economist at Dai-ichi Live Research In- 
stitute, 

“At this rate, we could see the unemploy- 
ment rate fall to the mid-3 percent range by 
the end of the upcoming financial year 


Asia shares, gold climb 


ment Trust Management in Seoul. 

MSCI's index of non-Japan Asian shares 
hit a record, and stood 0.5 percent higher 
at 0621 GMT, led by firmer technology 
shares. 

US stocks closed little changed. The Dow 
Jones industrial average fell about 0.1 per- 
cent and the Nasdaq Composite Index rose by 
asimilar amount. 

Gold reached a 25-year peak of 5570.40 an 
ounce after platinum touched a record in Eu- 
rope on Monday. 

Dealers said the victory by Islamic militant 
group Hamas in Palestinian elections and 
high oil prices, coupled with uncertainty in 
currency markets, was combining to lift gold's 
appeal among small and institutional in- 
vestors, 

“Gold's still a safe-haven investment and 
that’s showing,” one trader said. 

U.S. crude oll futures rose 7 cents to $68.42 
a barrel ahead of an OPEC meeting later in 
the day, at which the major oil-producing na- 
tions are likely to leave output levels un- 
changed. Reuters 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN STOCK MARKETS 
marched to multi-year: highs on Tuesday, 
buoyed by regional economic optimism and 
strong Japanese company results, while Mid- 
de East tensions and worries about high oil 
prices pushed gold to a 25-year peak. 

London spread betters were calling the 
FTSE 100 index 7-10 points up, and the dollar 
was steady ahead of an expected US interest 
rate hike later in the day. 

Grude oil held above $68 a barrel as Opec 
oil ministers gathered for a meeting in Vien- 
na, and ahead of an emergency meeting of the 
United Nations’ nuclear watchdog to discuss 
Iran’s atomic energy programme. 

‘Technology stocks were strong around Asia 
and the Nikkei advanced to a 5-⁄ year high, 
closing up 0.6 percent for a sixth straight day 
of gains as Japan's earnings season reached a 
peak. 

“Global markets, including Japan, are now 
on a rising trend after some recent falls, and 
that’s increasing confidence that gains (in lo- 
cal shares) will continue,” said Kim Seong-ki, 
chief investment officer at Chohung Invest- 
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‘SERVICES 


‘The FILIPINO SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, AUTHORS & PUBLISHERS, 
INC, A non-stock, non-profit association of music composers, lyricists 
‘and publishers engaged in the collective administration of copyright is 
In need of the following 
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Industry wih ts balanced news and fearless views, Is commited to helping 
‘ur trade partners achiev ls business goals and serving the community via. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


Malo or Formale wih a minimum 5-7 years in managerial postion; 

MBA an advantage. 

Wel versed with Performance Management principles and application: 

Sirategie Planning and Managemen! Skits; 

Famllar inthe formulation and implementation ofthe Balanced 

Scorecard: 

Wel versed wth Management Information Systems; 

Vi finance experiance and know-how of accounting processes and 

procedures; 

Siganizatonal development skis 

Markoling experience an advantage; 

‘Account management experience: 

Win good presentation sks, and has know-how inthe use of 
nation sofware (MS Powerpoint, Macromedia Flash); 

Ke honest and has mear 

‘Computer terate 

Pleasant porsonally 

Team player 


FINANCE OFFICER 


Male or Female with a minimum 3-5 years as comptroller, finance 
manager! oticer ol a bank or a mulnatonal company. 

Must be a Cerifled Public Accountant: 

MBA an advantage; 

Wel versed in running Aulomaled Financial Accounting Systems; 

Familar with funds procurement, budgeting, nancial forecasting, cash 
management. credit administration ard investment analysis: 

Strategie Planning and Management sks: 

Organizational development skits; 

Healthy, honest and has inlegriy: 

‘Accouni management experience; 

Computer Morale; 

Pleasant personally: 

Team player 


LT. PERSONNEL 


Must have a Bachelors degree in Computer Science or related ek: 
Must have knowledge in: 
‘Operating System ~ Windows 98; 
a Others — FoxPro: Oracle 
natal, results-oriented and team player 
Wilingness to work extended hours; 
Ablity to work independent and in a group environment; 
Must have ellecive writen and oral communication sklis and be able 
to handle mulipie priorities: 


IN-HOUSE LEGAL COUNSEL 


Malo or Fomai 

Must have al least 2 years experience in latin: 

Must be knowledgeable in intelectual Property Code of the 
Philippines, pariculary the Copyright Law. 

Please submit resumé not later than February 6, 2006 to: 


Attention: THE FILIPINO SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, 


both 


Preferably Malo, wiling to work on a graveyard shit, fast-paced, 


both 


We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
SUPERVISORS 


10 work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, 
Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 


JOB DESCRIPTION: 
يو‎ WIN handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
er College graduates from the localiles; 
= Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking: 
fr Must possess excellent oral and writen communication sklis 
In English and Filipino; 
dynamic and flexible environment. 


‘Background in sales le not necessary, but a plus. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVE 


16 handle the needs of our SUB-DISTRIBUTORS 
Applicants must be a resident of Pampanga 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
Female: 
CCallago graduates: 
Must have a pleasing personally, 
Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking 
Must possess excelent oral and writen communication skits 
in English and Filipino; 
Background in customer service ها‎ a plus; 
m= Computer Literate. 


Send your Resumé o: 
GOY Distribution Group Ine. 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
(near Jun-Jun’s Bibingka Rest., McArthur Highway) 
City of San Fernando Pampanga 
‘or calitax (045) 961-4048 


(For Business Dev't Supervisors applicants please look for 
‘Me. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap or can emall your resumé lo 
EH 


En, 
Bee 


CARS & VANS 
AUV=4 x ‘CRY 
Dee 


SIE 


AB 


KOTSE NO BIL KO TAOS 


RS pr 
LEASE-TO-OWN 
‘Greenbelt Radissons 
Zeie, Behind RIM 
regaspi Vill., Makati 
8 Wack Wack 

1, 25-357/n0 
Best golf view! 
vandaluyong City 
Golf Hill Terraces 
beer UP, Ateneo 
aaj. Ayala Heights, OC 
Marina Square Suites 
25t/no anila Bay View 
167-4913 10 17 
11-8419218 


PACO nr PWU 


Bow Tasoasty/Sbeimaidsrato 
NgrgePa.940M 8903461 


1.4M C5 Nr The Fort 
ie or Ws No hl o 
10% DP, LIPAT AGAD 2408 
e Ma Orën 


1% Auto Easy 5944441 
1% AUTOLOAN 788-0361 


1% Car Landing 656-0140 
United Tree Car Loan Corp: 


DEER 
Free 
kong ca 
EES 
extn Teste 
“vic rane 
EE 
me cn men 


2% wloTaking Car 8858454 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


[ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapols Greenhills 
call 7276124- 25 2am-7pm 


VD.SPECIALIST 
نالا‎ sens 
ADULT CIRCUMCISION 

Deeg 
RECURRENT 
MMORANAS,ERECTON 
PROBLEMS. 

NFERTUTYNPOTENCE 
Ven 

0 SEAR 
0 


Gara Bldg, No. 8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 


TELANOSHA392706 
HEEN 


Leien ze pm 


HOUSEHOLD JOBS 
E 


Good Mad Yaya Driver gg 


EE 
EE 


‘PROFESSIONAL & CREDIBLE" 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 
scar aE سسا‎ 
SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW 5t INTEREST 


AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS, INC. 
(FILSCAP, INC.), 1365 E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave, Quezon City 
Emall address: mjsuarez@filscap.com.ph 


and 
(For Customer Service Representative applicants please look for Lynn Marcelo) 


Hel Agency mm » mm 
HOME EXPERT 
YAYA/HMAIOS/F.DAIVER 
773-8998+0927-8486112+ = 
E Republic ol he Phitppines 
4 j Leyte Metropolitan Water District 
A. Mabini St, Tacloban Ciy 


WORKING mans 421.3928 


FLOOR FINISH - FLOOR LEVEL 
(FF-FL), INC. 


Low FeelRate Maid 4937898 


Sie 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Leyte Metropoltan Waor Distinct through ts Bids and Awards Commies (BAC) 
Iles enee 1o apply for lltlty and 10 bd forthe herein projects: 


CONTRACT APPROVED BUDGET 


FORTHE CONTRACT | 
P5016 000.00 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANIA WATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY SELL + PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


& OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
HLAPPRAISALFAST CASH 
REPAVUPOLISH ANY WATCH 
"r#804-0404 834-2086 


These rT 


PAT BAHAY Please be informed that FF-FL, Inc. 


has a patent application pending 
with the Philippine Intellectual 
Property Office (Application No. 1- 
2004-000494) over a “Method of 
Constructing Concrete Walls 
Without Forms and Through 
Concrete Spraying”. 


Lem 9205784 4510520 ‘CONTRACT #1 - Socu Senses Tor Area iam ais, 

Tacloban City: Nula-Tula Depot, Tacioban City; Serin 
Resonvor.Tadoban Cy, Tolosa Pumping Station. Tolosa. 
Leyi: Ambao Hil Reservoir, Tanauan, Leyta: and oiner 
fire aces, Number of guards: not less than triny (30). 


CONTRACT #2 - Securly Services Tor Area II ~ Rapid 
Filtration Plant, Brgy. Hibunawon, Jaro, Leyte; Dagami 
Salting Basın, Dagar, Leyta: and otha; futuro facies, 
‘Number of guards not lass than tity (30) 


The prospective security agency should be: 
F. Duly icansed by tha PNP (regular Icons to oporate) tor at lea 
$ Atleast wo (2) years ol experience vin th last vo (6) ye 
Zén services to any privato or government offices having at least 200 
personat 
a. Wimetloast 50 icensed firearms (Lo. shotgun, caliber 38 revolver, mm pistol) 


Interested bidders may obtain the complot ist ot requirements lor Eng 
trom the Bigs and Awards Committee (BAC) ol LMWD at its main io loc 

Mavin St, Tacloban Ciy, staring February 2, 2006 upon payment ota non- 

taa ol 22000010 tha formol cash, Daadine tor submission ot Elia Requirements 
together win Leto ol intant shali be on February 8, 2006 rom 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
A'appicants shal bo 000100 on te resuto ie sigay chock. 


Bia Documents will be avatlabia oniy to alge bidders upon paymant ol a non- 
felundable amount ol P5,000.00t0 ha Leyte Metropolitan Water Disincr's Cashier on 
[February 17, 2008 re-brconlarenco's scheduled on February 23, 2006, 10:00 am 
vde submicsion and opening of ids shal be on March 8, 2008 10:00 am at MWD 
main otica, A. Mabini St, Tacoban Ciy. 

Ego security agencies may bid in all contracts. However, only ono (1) Servico Area 
(Contract shall ba awarded 1o a bidder. 

Tho Elgibllty Chack’Sereening as well as the Preliminary Examination shall use non- 
ad "passal" et Post-quablication ol ine lowest calculated bid shall be 
‘conducted. 

‘Al parculars relative to ElgltySiatoment and Screening. Bld Socurky. Performance 
Securty, Pro Bing Conloronco(s) Evaluation o Bids, Post-Calication and Award 
of Contract shall ba governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 8184 and lis 
Implementing Rules ana Regulation (FF). 

“The Layla Metropolian Water Distt assumes no responsibly whatsoever to 
compentat or indamiy ders or any expense cured ine proparauon of he bi. 


(Sod) VIOLETA C. SIMBULAN 
BAC Chalporcon 


LIPAT BAHAY 6990215 


Comnotice Spaces tor ease 
S1m!627m 887. 
ال‎ H e 


WE BUY 6,016,000.00 


JEWELRY, DIAMONDS 
ROLEX, PAWNTICKETS 


A Oner Se sees Fast Cah 
09277078888 


apen Pua KATPU OC, 
FANT ATENEO FAS os 
(le fer SPA, GVU, CALL CENTER) 
SMS 1 7361925 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


mm provai NR UST Tel 
mmm "am zen 


2B CONDO - 20K/mo 
Near Origas 1 Q.. 1 Marikina 
Sem ang 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


Buk Primo 09159990070 


FF-FL, Inc. will do its utmost — 
including the filling of the 
appropriate administrative criminal 
and/or civil action — to preserve and 
protect its intellectual property 
rights on the method/process it has 
submitted for patenting against 
those who would misappropriate or 
use it without the knowledge and its 
written consent. 


(wore. 1,2008) 


URGENT FOR TAIWAN 
GEARANTEED FAST DEPLOYMENT & OP 
OPERATORS 


PONTRA PIS لطا‎ CO LID: 

AED سس‎ 
THR ATER TR 

Meer (Pb redler on e 


emmer Këln PISM dp 
9210265/9967-05178865431 


MARIKINA Bnew 4BR STAB 
eenig 


NEAR SHAW BLVD 


BnowThseiðsty/3orr3-41b 
zeegt 


Noten is hereby beng guen al 
‘posses EDWIN and MELA 
RESURRECCION ol No, 87 Bing 
ie SL, Tapay, Piat are 
belg lor 3C Conrail Cen 
2 Lending mesi bic ast at 
les a ecco Bulo, Ril Ave. 
Toy, in Ser dra hey 
hata Zeen a Dood d Wees 
in he Sun of FIFTY THOUSAND 
PESOS ge on May 22 
1902 or purposes deg te 
gropen ard pozari O Be aout 


endo Stm eT Pog ote so? 


OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT 


pram mm mm eem 


“TIMOG AV 2.1 (Neg) 
sem! 288 278 turn AC ne 
MAT 25968900815 4667320 


MALATE MLA 526-048149 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


“West Triangle 201 (Neg) 
on TBA Dëss 
259-8630 / 0915-4667320 


Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort 
‘suse ve Hs A 
ON DP or Sins o mor NO OP 
e Pr. Ay Gees 


(Porman 25 Fb. 1.2000) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


U setts R. Luma o em 
otc pale ht he pro EE E S 
en a ains 18E REECE LO GIS GS 
Hi soak elt AE 5 

by Ay, Ene الس‎ 
Pinty Ciy win oe. Na. 3M, 
Pape oT Boo Sats 
وت‎ 


PROVIDENT VILL nt ATENEO 
fan wl dhses nr gale PAM 
LOT ONLY Wie gale Rush 
Lët "emer 9090423 


ap emm enen 


PAMELA 682K TEL 5206117 


Notice Is herby given that 
The ostato of the lato 
Hermilo. Soliman Trias 
has boon extrajudiclaliy 
sailed among his heirs 
Botore Notary Public Bone: 
dicta F. Barclontsos as par 
Doc. 116, Pager 25, Book # 
Xl, Soros of 2005 (PDI 
February 1, 8 & 15,2006) 


SLANG 640k 2180076017 
a mm weu Am 


egon SS 


S LOYOLA NA UST 288 2T8 
THOS 105626865, 


KS Delica -P220,000-00 


- Caravan -P260)00000- 
Sid Arrangements for 
SEAMAN, PILOT, OFW & BALIKBAYAN 
Guaranteed Lowest Pilco 
1 Ne Hidden Cost and A- 1 Conon 
Forca Avalla 
5 (02) 249+ 18981249. 1031 
‘0017 - 0579153 | 0926 6941125 
0916- 2059819 10918- 886075 10920- 9844097 


RACHEL BILLIONES Y ZARA has pending 
case for qualiliad thelt pending before Makati 
Regional Trial Court, Branch 137 with Criminal 
Case No. 05-2275. 

Warrant of Arrest has been Issued against her, 
‘Any Information regarding her whereabouts can 
ba communicated to the Police or Telephone 
numbers: 744-64411721-8400. 

SEH 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


ETE 23.26 yr srt hoes Pe ni et ieh 
lan VISHA met EL, 
AVE OFFICE ON IUNOAY FES SS A, 


INVESTMENT 


CARS FOR RENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Cheap Van wasnt sett 


KATRINA RENT A CARS 
‘a اماو تماقا‎ com 
‘OS URVAN ESCAPADE, 
‘051300 VAN, 05 VIOS 

EVEREST‏ عو 
emer Spee‏ 


HOUSE, LOTS & CONDO, 
pe. FORT, MAKATI & ORTIGAS 
2480: FULLY SECURED 
PLS. CALL + 0020-2300029 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


EARN NOWI $ or P1OK 20Km 


wi 
FULL 1 PARTTIME - 3704912 0 


E Ans 


on Pages ATO, ALA A16 & A17 


SEND YOUR 


INSTANTLY ` de, 


Rudi aay Sinda FIR We Philippine Dally TEE 
210111111111117 3 


eu Mary's College of San 
dunn is Inviting seet 
imeslors to join expansion 
Set in Cologo of Nursing 
“al. 721-2698 a 39 Mon-Sat 
rom: 4 pm 


ETETEN 
3 12 TB Flr 2PKG Upgraded 
Folly Fum +00178065134 


POOLS mp 1 mmm MAID COOK YAYA DAER 


10100 CARS SUV VANS Renal urgent 2838068 1 2012201 


Dy Why Monthly Ronia! 
itl in CEDU A) 
Ed 


NEW CONDO UNIT 

Zen Gerdena otal 

‘slow as 15 00010NTH 
Per) 


Bud your Own Business 
HOT Naw Products frm USA 
VANS*CARS+726-0388 (02) 376-2042 & 44 


——— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mes 


OBITUARIES _ 


The Board of Trustees, Faculty and Administration of the- 


LYCEUM OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Peacefully joined our Lord on 
“January 29, 6 
at the age of 80. 


Her loving children; Bing & Tess; Rose & Timmy Molina; Vic d 8 
&Thelma; Malu & Rey Valdez; Naty & Junie Zalamea: her Wish to express their deep sense of loss 
grandchildren Mark; Marife, Abby & Gelli; Tofty, Carlo & Ian; 

Maddi; A3, Anneka & Andrew; other relatives & friends request 8 

the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. on the death of their Trustee 


Paranaque after the AM mass at Don Bosco. 


Ep eet Br. ANDREW B. GONZALEZ FSC 
fa FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel, Nos. 712-3001 9743-6502: Mla, 711-6931 to 35 His legacy to the cause of education and to the youth of our Motherland 


een Ge i 
EE E Ta will always be gratefully remembered. 


ourtadyatcamel | "ef. 
vlt 0 Mass 


Agnes B.Cabalquinto | AscendonalOur | mt 2008 | Peter 
Leite ape, | ` asi 
Beicht. | B30am Mass 


Her remains lie in siate ot Don Boooo Makati Interment will be‏ ل 
i tomorrow, February 2. 2006 at the Manila Memorial Park-‏ 


THE ERITAGE PARK 1 IN MEMORIAM 
FORT BONIFACIO d 1 
= = Se i Ip HA On the Eighth 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden ` 4 4 Death Anniversary of 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels + US-made Caskets ¢Catered Meals "e 

Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & ge Bp cies SA 0 RAZON R DH 
Thank You Cards e Personalized Guest Information Cards Mash ٠ 

»Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse “Obituary Ads 


845-2440 ٠ 845-2334 to 38 On the 15 of February 2006, her 8th death anniversary, 
Masses and prayers will be offered at St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 
Richmond, BC, Canada; St. Paul’s Parish, Richmond, BC, Canada; 
St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang; 
Mary Mother of Good Counsel Church, Marcelo Green Village. 


A Ou Dearly Belwed Papa We are very grateful to all who keep our beloved CORITO in their 


memory and who continue to pray for her. 


obituary Atty. Antonio Å. || ze gu. E gr na 


ele Pe Aguirre J 
with a picture si e ngt Bee — اح ع‎ 


Grace and Goodness of the Lord 


0 1 VI A e a fit f 1 g on the 28th day of January, 2006 at the age of 66. a = 
His loving wife Violeta; children Santiago Raymond til, | |r C 57 of A A 
tribute tg || DES acia Mojas Clanchez y Coren 


brothers and sisters Emmanuel and Donata, Estrella and 4 
Tito, Florecita and Jose, Emilio and Thelma, Winston, of Lagro, Quezon City 
Gilberto and Inday Antonietté, Leonardo and Antonette, College & High School Professor 
5 a TIP & Araullo High School 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for ا‎ 
ise سم‎ Peacefully joined her Creator 
ee on January 29, 2006 at the age of 65. 
His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Her husband Gerardo; daughter Patricia Lourdes (Patty); sons Rafael 
WE Me. Ave., Quezon City. (Raffy) and Noel (Pom-pom), relatives and friends mourn her passing 
away and request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
Interment will be on Saturday, February 4, 2006 at the Renu 


Holy Cross Memorial Park, Quezon City after the Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Chapeli, Araneta Avenue, 
7:30 a.m. Mass. Quezon City. 


Always caring... Interment will be on Friday, February 3, 2006 at the Loyola Memorial 


\ J Wë Park, Marikina after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at La Funeraria Paz. 
INQUIRER “SIGS tne 
OBITUARIES 


eos? my 


$e THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME & Our Dearly Beloved MAMA 
je” COUNCIL OF SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTORS GENERAL 


OBITUARY QË Tas app AND Last proes, ancient AND | JË. ELSA RILLO ANTIOQUIA-CAPUNITAN 


REQUIREMENTS: REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


of Iriga City and Craig St, Sampaloc, Manila 


deeply mourn the passing of Loving wife of the late SERVANDO M. CAPUNITAN of Bitian, Laguna, 
© Copy of سا‎ Joined her Creator on January 28,2000 


Death Cerificate ILL. REYNOLD $. FAJARDO, 33rd mee 
© Any identification Grand Treasurer General, H.E. së 


document (1.D.) who died on January 27, 2006, at the age of 73. His remains lie in 

sate at Chapel 3C Funeraria National, Araneta Avenue, Quezon 
City and will be transferred to the Grand Lodge of the Phils., 
Plaridel Masonic Temple tomorrow, February 02, 2006, 


WE ACCEPT ‘The 18th Degree Funeral Rites will be performed by The Supreme Haee plore pt ا‎ Aren ل‎ Ciy 
Council at 7:00 P.M., February 03, 2006 followed by 3rd Degree jar boty il be awa ta Weg Chy oa Er Tabi KE, 
CREDIT CARDS Funeral Rites by the MW Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of the Phils. ello Area Home ia Saa Migel, Ings Cy 
and bank-to-bank Interment will be an February 04, 2006 at 11:00 A.M, at Biomol ل‎ Interment will be on Monday, February 6, 2006 at the Iriga City Catholic Cemetery after a 
payments H Garden, Caloocan City. cl NR. Concelebrated Mass at the St. Anthony de Padun Parish Chureh, Iriga City at 200 p.m, 


fais, LË 


PACIFIC 
ONLINE 


system, which has only a speed of 1.0 gigahertz, 
the new server has more than three times the 
previous processing speed, This translates to 
faster transactions at the agent’ level, and 
faster transactions means more players served 

at any given time. The system also has a double 
redundancy or triplex configuration which ensures 
continuity d operation and data storage in three 
separate computer systems. This means that 
should one or even two of the computers fail, 
which is a remote technical possibility, on-line 
lottery will go on uninterrupted in the Visayas 
and Mindanao regions. in addition, Pacific Online 
Systems Corporation is puting up a back-up 
system off-site, or a fourth redundancy or 
quadruple computer system to further beef-up its 
already stable computer system. 


The breakthrough technology is the system's 
versatile connectivity, which is just perfect for the 
country’s “hybrid” telecommunications network. 
The new SGl system of Pacific OnLine is capable 
of being connected using GPRS technology (that's 
mobile phone connectivity for non-techies). 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office can now 
appoint agents in areas heretofore impossible 

to connect due to the absence of traditional 


Hon. Sergio Valencia-Chairman PCSO 


comriuication links (landline and radio modem), 
for as tong as cell sites are available. 180 out of 
more than 700 VisMin agents of PCSO are now 
connected to the system via GPRS. The system 

` can also support a mobile, handheld, on-line 

+ lottery terminal, perfect for far-flung locations 
and occasional events such as town fiestas and 
weekly market days. 


‘The revolutionary on-line lottery system is also 
capable of using Internet connectivity, as it is 
IP-based. This means that if and when PCSO 
should start cyber marketing thelr Lottery products, 
their agents in Visayas and Mindanao are ready, 
now, for such a strategic marketing move, which 

is getting to be the trend in other countries due to 
the convenience of internet buying. 


PCSO (Visayas-Mindanao) will have 900 agent 
‘outlets by March 2006 and Is targeting 1200 
outlets by end-2006. Total sales in VisMin hit 
a record P3.37 Billion in 2005, which is 25% 
higher than total sales of 2.7 Billion in 2004. 


Pacific OnLine Systems Corp. has been profitable 


be accessed by simply touching a screen icon. It 
uses a non-impact thermal printer, making the 
cumbersome and expensive traditional impact 
printers that require frequent inked ribbon 
change and maintenance, a thing of the past. The 
thermal ticket print-outs are guaranteed to last 
beyond the one-year redemption period of the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), 
provided it is property handled and stored. 


Pacific OnLine’s central computer system uses 
the new Proliant Server of Hewlett Packard, the 
latest model that uses Intel processors, with 

a speed of 3.6 gigahertz. Compared to the old 


VP of Scientific Games, the 


C. Gray Bethea, Jr. 


itself will more than off-set the huge cost 
involved in migrating to a new, state-of-the-art 
computer system and terminals. Besides, as a 
system provider to a government agency tasked 
with generating funds for charity, Pacific Online's 
huge investment will contribute in a big way to 
PCSO's fund raising activities through the on-line 
lottery” concluded Mr. Ocier. 


The seamless migration to the new system which 
started in the 2nd quarter of 2005, is now 100% 
complete. 56/5 Extrema is a PC-based lottery 
terminal using the latest technology on touch- 
screen operation. It features voice prompts, video 


world’s 2nd biggest lottery systems provider, and 


world leader in instant scratch games 


Annie fy 
Operation: 
Pacific OnLine, Daniel 
3, and Lambert David 
d Zomputer Gperalior 5 
©. Manager of Pani! jne 


and Hon. Sergio Vatencia (right) welcomes 
Hon. Mayor Tom Osmefia (áth from left) of 
+s, Gebu, home of Pacific OnLine Data Center 


Claire Zaraga - Director, Pacific 
OnLine, Princess Chan - Consultant. 

ic OnLine, Clodoveo Nacorda - 
VP-Marketing/Operation® Pacific OnLine: 
and Alfredo Benitez 8. 
Direciors, Pacific OnLine. 


uel Gana - 


5 
K 


PCSO General Manager Rosario C. Uriarte 


ipl Onine Systems Corporation, 

[$2 system provider in the Visayas and 

U Mindanao regions (VisMin), upgraded and 
revolutionized the system and terminals used for 
on-line lottery operations, when they migrated 
from the traditional Legacy lottery system, and 
invested in the new, state-of-the-art lottery 

and terminal system from Scientific Games 
International (S61). 


"pacific OnLine Chairman and President, Willy 
Ocier disclosed that the migration project ' 
cost almost USSIO million, but he added, “The 
company believes that the pay-off to the lotto 
players in VisMin, the PCSO, and the company 


اتر چپ ۰ 
(PS,‏ 


President/Chairman of Pacific 
OnLine Systems Corporation- `, 
Willy N. Ocier ¢ 


Willy N. Ocier (From Left) 

Daniel Grace - Project Manager of 

Scientific Games, William H. Medici 

(Department Manager - PCSO, 

Cebu District) and Cindy Eggleston 
Scientific Games-Sys. Operations 


-~ Difgctor Pacific Online, Conrado Zal 


-Dline Lotter Operations PESQ From Left Sitting) 
Mittër Domingo Dircttor, PCS: Hon. Sergig Valencia’ y 


4 


1Strikë Revilla - Director. POSË 


TC: KED 
Editor Chelo. Banal-Formoso i F 
Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 2006 


For feedback, e-mail us at Mestle@inquirercomph 


p> erger information 


enge HEALTH 
ar 637-48-90 


Suwerte ang 
tawag dito. 


South Korea, | 
ea, Taiwan, Thailand, UK, US & now, 1 


aiso in Kuwait 


Promo extended urti Feb. 


D 
SG PE BOTËN 


Plus, mas pinababa na ang call & text rates ng Globe to Singtel! 
Globe io igh IDO oa: P7 50min. 


“hat sand leen code Sngtel mobile no.) 
Promo extended unl March 2, 2008 as approved by DT-NCR. 4 
Per OTLNOR Parna No. TT S.2006 | 


52 Glebe posible i 


Pledge for every kilometer 
HSBC's CEO Warner Manning 
and his team complete at the 
Charity Triathlon. 

Download a pledge form at 
www.hsbe.com.ph 


Splurge without 
the guilt at the 
Charity Fair. 


End the day ona high 
note at the 
Charity Jam. 


Louie Cordero 
Louis Claparols 
MagNet 

Marta Mari Matute 


El e 


ANON BLONDES 
after noodles? 

5. Chumbawamba, “Thub- 
thumping.” The minute this song 
entered the charts, we knew its 
novelty was going to wear out as 
fast as Zagu. 

4. Marcy Playground, “Sex 
and Candy.” Even the band they 
toured with, Barenaked Ladies, 
cant name any of their other 
songs. 

3. Los del Rio, “Macarena.” 
You totally knew the dance. And 
you busted it out once or twice at 
a family Christmas reunion. 

2. Apache Indian, “Oh Caroli- 
na.” You are a liar if you don't re- 
member this song. 

1. 4 Non Blondes, “What's 
Up.” Granola stoner kids remi- 
nisce the good old times when 
peace wasn't just a dream. 


children’s 
heur 


Every hour is time well spent. 


Cc 


PARTICIPATING MERCHANTS: 
Ansaldo Bags by Tina Ansaido 


Anton Sheker 
Bernie Alvarez 
Bong Salaveria 


FEST وبا‎ 


Here's another serving of memories from our good old days. 
This week, our pages are packed with the fashion, the comic moments, the music and the toys that made 
the '90s the colorful decade that it was. 
We also included your own memories—excerpts from the e-mails you sent the 2bU! inbox 

Oh, yes, the 905 rocked. But we know we can make 2008 and the rest of this decade rock even harder. 


sos! SS SEI 
CHUMBAWAMBA. 


never expect to stick around after 
a crappy video with chicks in biki- 
nis dancing on a snowy mountain. 
It was 1993, and before Snow, 
Vanilla Iee had shown that white 
men couldn't rap. 

9. Edwyn Collins, “A Girl Like 
You.” While the movie Empire 
Records gained a following, Ed- 
wyn Collins... well, didn't gain a 
following. 

8. Lou Vega, “Mambo No. 5.” 
Leave the pop Latin hits to sexy, 


welltanned hip swingers, my 


friend. 

7. Joan Osborne, “One of 
Us.” Hey, the show Joan of Area- 
dia picked it up as its theme. 
‘Then again, that show also got 
axed. 

6. 4PM, “Sukiyaki.” Why 
would anyone name a love song 


KI 


Remember these 
ditties that caused 
major last-song 
syndrome not too 
long ago? 


13. 69 Boyz, “Tootsie Roll.” 
That's one dance fad that quickly 
faded. 

12. Tag Team, “Whoop There 
Its.” Whoop, there it went. 

11. Deep Blue Something, 
“Breakfast at Tiffany's,” and The 
Rembrandt's “I'll be There for 
You.” It was college radio meets 
mainstream that got thrown into 
MTV's overplayed-videos-bin. 

10. Snow, “Informer.” You can 


4 February 2006, 10 am to 6 pm, 
Cogon Village Manila Polo Club, McKinley Road, Makati City 


By Maui V. Reyes 


VERPLAYED AND 
overrated, these 
songs caused ma- 
jor last-song syndrome 
until the next pop ditty 
came along. Lets hope 
these artists saved up the 
royalties they got from 
their Top 40 masterpiece. 
15. Semisonic, “Closing 
Time.” They tried to follow it up 
with “Secret Smile” and “All about 
Chemistry” but it was 1998, and 
boy bands had become the rage. 
14. Deadeye Dick, “New Age 
Girl.” Let us refresh your memo- 
ry: The new-age girl's name was 
Mary Moon, and she was a vege- 
tarian who had a thing for 
“bones.” 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 


Charity Triathlon 
Awarding of Triathlon Participants 


6:30 am 
9:30 am 


Metropolitan Museum 
Mickey See 
‘Monica Padilla 
Patty Eustaquio 
Picture This 
Pineapple 
Pipay by Pops Fernandez 
Planet Sports 
Puey Quinones 
Ria Francisco Prieto 
Rustan's Essences 
Sexy Chef 
by Rachel & Barni Alejandro 
Suzette Montinola 
Yvonne Manahan Camacho 
Zee Castro 


HSBC <> 


The world’s local bank 


Casa Amarilla by Astrud Crisologo 
Ceramic Artists of Luad 

Ciara Creates by Ciara Marasigan 
Color Theory 

Cristian Talento 

Dita Sandico Ong 

Eva Abesamis 

Gourdo's 

Hizon's 

Island Rose 

ice by Tweetie Gonzales 
Itsie-Bitsle 

Kate Torralba 

Lara Padilla 

Learning is Fun 

L'Oreal 


Charity Fair Opens 

South Beach Diet Cooking Demo 

by Sexy Chef Rachel and Barni Alejandro 
Cake Decorating Tips by Marta Matute 
Pottery for Kids by Ceramic Artists of LUAD 
Cooking Demo by Gourdo’s 

T-shirt Design making with invited artists 
My Zoo animal conservation roadshow 
Auction of Shirts, Turn-Over of Funds Raised 
Charity Jam 


10:00 am 
11:00 am 


11:30 am 
2:00 pm 
2:00 pm 


‘A100 donation to the Children's Hour entitles you to free enrance and a chance o win Tantastic pës 
including a trip for 2 to Hong Kong courtesy of Philippine Airlines. 


‘Complimentary entrance for Manita Polo Club mémbers, HSBC Premier customers, nd HSBC credit card holders, 


Ins by he anghang ond Shang Baking Cooperom Lind 
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dresses, shirts and bags) 
were eventually replace 
rose corsages in the late 


Flashing shoes 


ages (and tied with B 
Biters). 


Angel's Breath 

So Angel's Breath is 
grance line—but it de 
make it any less iconic. 
ing the early to mid-90: 
eryone smelled of Aj 
Breath or any of its vi 
mutations, such as A 
Love. 


QË) Baby-G watches 


“These chunky, bright 
ored watches decorat] 
wrists of most boys and y 


Rave clothing/ 
elephant jeans 
These were the clol 
that made your parent: 
cry. Elephant pants, 
which were long and 
loose enough to mak, 
you sweep the floor, w| 
popular with both sex 
those who walked on 
side, elephant pants wer 
ripped black pants hd 
with safety pins. Nice by 
simply wore them with r 


Matte makeup 
Shimmer was none; 


SUNFLOWERS 
were 
everywhere 
on clips, 

shirts and 


around “the fact” that 
was nothing more than 
experiment gone wrong] 
“the real” Spiderman wal 
called Ben Reilly. 


that are best forgotten, W 
‘man sales at an all-time | 
eventually went back to 
quo. The entire story tur 
bea result of the Green G| 
nipulations. 


DC versus Marvel 

‘Who's stronger? Who’ 
fighter? The smarter sciq 
better team? 

In 1995, the mini-seri 
sus Marvel was launched 
those questions, Fans coy 
who would win a series 
tles, and they did so in d 
series was so success! 
spawned two fifth-week 
events, comics which coni 
ments of DC and Marvel 
gether with results like 
“Dark Claw.” It also prom 
more inter-company tea 
best and most recent bein} 
nal JLA/Avengers." 


Superman marries L| 

‘After years of “would 
jecture, comics’ premi 
tied the knot in 199¢ 
prompted by similar eve 
‘TV show “Lois and Clark] 
‘Adventures of Superman 


2bU! readers rf 
favorite ‘90s hit 


Every Friday at 7 p.m| 
our TV to watch “X-Men] 
with the big clocks were 


Beepers. “Ang TV” TI 
Wilson Phill 


D 


DENIM dresses and cheesy poses 


one strap had to be casually draped 
down one shoulder. Acceptable tops 
‘worn with the jumpers included tank 
tops, midriff shirts and baby tees. 


Bubble bags 

Inflated bags that took up more 
space than the items they could car- 
ry After a few months of raging suc- 
cess in the tiangges, they simply dis- 
appeared. Smash bags (backpacks 
with wall clocks mounted on them) 
were also big. 


Platforms 

No thanks to the Spice Girls, plat- 
forms were big in the '90s. These 
oversized affairs, with 4- or S-inch 
heels, made adolescent kids and 
teens stomp around and trip every- 
where they went. 


Flipped-up hats 

Straw hats, floppy denim and cot- 
ton hats—as long as the front part 
was flipped up at the brim (and 
sometimes pinned with a sunflow- 
er), hats were cool. 


Parachute pants 

One look at these pants will have 
MC Hammer's “U Can't Touch This” 
song playing over and over in your 
head. While they weren't widely 
available in the mainstream market, 
these pants were often seen in music 
videos of the era (pop group TLC 
wore them in a few concerts and 
videos), 


Sunflower clips 

These artificial flowers were 
found on every self-respecting girl's 
hair (and eventually carried over to 


to-realistic art? It was unheard of 
until a then up-and-comer Alex 
Ross convinced the powers that be 
at Marvel to go along with his am- 
bitious idea. 

“Marvels” was a certified hit as 
many casual readers flocked to Ross’ 
highly detailed art. He later moved 
over to DC and proved that lightning 
can strike twice with the apocalyptic 
“Kingdom Come.” Without a doubt, 
Ross is a certified crowd-drawer, 
thanks to his sweeping and majestic 
figures. His name alone sells out 
many books, 


Clone Saga 
Planted on the seeds of a 1975 
story, the Clone Saga centered 


Cargo pants 
These followed closely on the 
heels of flared jeans and led to the 
birth of yet another fashion hy- 
brid—the cargo flares, Cargo 
pants were popular among girls 
and boys, and up- 
SË” turned pockets were 
found to reveal the con- 
tents of an entire house: cell 
phones, wallets, cigarette 
lighters, kikay kits, Bunsen burn- 
ers, an extra pair of socks... 


Loafers 

Loafers were pretty popular in the 
'905—from flat Topsiders with super- 
tapered pants to clunky black grand- 
mother-style loafers that were paired 
with shirt-dresses. 


Belt bag 

Also known as fanny packs, these 
were used by both men and women 
and were clipped around the waist. 
Very few people risk being seen in 
publicin these nowadays. 


Fishing hats 


Popular with high-school boys 
who didn’t know how to fish even if 


` salmon were dangled in their faces, 


these hats were spray-painted, cov- 
ered with buttons, and worn low 
over the brows. 


Dresses worn over shirts 
Was it modesty or a hidden yearn- 
ing to be a nun? Either could be an 
explanation as to why black spaghet- 
tistrapped dresses worn over plain 
white shirts became popular with 
girls during the early"90s (no other 
color combinations were accept- 
able). This outfit was worn with 
Keds and tube socks. 


Denim dresses and skirts 

Dresses in the last decade were 
predominantly long. Long denim 
skirts with buttons down the front, 
denim dresses... everything Was 
denim. 


Sportswear 

Nike led the pack in the 
”90s— thanks to Michael Jordan with 
his Air Jordan line, basketball jerseys 
and Jordan’s own brand of cologne. 
Other brands, such as Adidas with its 
Feet You Wear line, didn’t even come 
close. 


Jumpers 
Denim overalls, especially 
shorts, were popular with 
kids and teens. There was 
even a specified “cool 
way” to wear them: 


By going with British writers such 
as Alan Moore, Neil Gaiman and 
Grant Morrison, Vertigo quickly set 
itself apart with titles like “Hellblaz- 
er” and “the Sandman,” which of- 
fered more complex, literate and 
non-superhero stories. 

‘Many other new ideas were also 
implemented, such as comic covers 
without the title characters api 
ing on them, and comic-book series 
that would last for a certain amount 
of issues only. Fans now know that 
anything with the Vertigo insignia is 
bound to be edgy and atypical, but 
compulsively readable, 


Alex Ross makes his mark 
A fully painted comic with pho- 


WHILE the '905 
weren’tas bad 
asthe’80s, the 
clothes weren't 
exactly 
something to 
be proud of, 
either, 


IF you'd worn 
ashirt topped 
witha 
spaghetti- 
strapped 
dress, then 
you definitely 
grew up in 
the "905 


his psychotic replacement rules 
Gotham City with a savage fist and a 
flamethrower. Superman dies de- 
fending Metropolis and is replaced 
by four pretenders. Wonder Woman 
is stripped of her title as Amazonian 
Ambassador. The Green Lantern 
goes insane and kills the alien 
Guardians that gave him his power. 
The 1905 were violent, uncertain 
times, and the tone of DC's flagship 
heroes often reflected it. 


The rise of Vertigo 

‘Tired of being stereotyped as “kid's 
fare,” DC's Vertigo line was launched, 
targeting adults who wanted some- 
thing a bit more complex than “mad 
scientist invades the city” 


‘Statement clothes 
and accessories 

Shirts and necklaces with smart- 
aleck words and phrases such as 
“Whatever,” “Yeah, right” and “As if” 
sold like hotcakes. Also popular at 
that time were hippie-inspired smi- 
ley faces, peace signs, the yin- 
yang symbol, and flowers. 


Baby doll/empire-cut 
dresses 

In the early '90s, girls of all ages 
wore these high-waist dresses with 
cycling shorts or leggings, comple- 
mented with either Mary Janes or 
Doc Martens. (Studies show that 
people who wore them with the lat- 
ter are more likely to bum their 
childhood photos.) 


Baggy jeans and loose shirts 

Baggy jeans and loose polo shirts 
were a fad that many '90s girls would 
like to forget. It was hard to distin- 
guish guys from girls as members of 
both sexes wore the outfits with rub- 
ber shoes and baseball caps. 


Skorts and culottes 
Skorts, which looked like skirts in 
front and shorts in the back, were as 
popular as culottes, which were 
knee-length loose shorts that looked 
like A-line skirts. These were popular 
with girls who had to be able to run 
about and still look feminine at 
the same time. Not as popu- 

lar with Peeping Toms. 


Butterfly clips 
In the late '90s, class- 
rooms turned into verita- 
ble butterfly gardens as 
almost half of each grade 
schooV/nigh school class 
wore butterfly clips on their 

A hair. 


Flared jeans 

Flared jeans are "90s carry- 
overs that refuse to die. After 
years of unflattering tapered 
jeans, flares were welcomed with 
open arms. There were embroidered 
flared jeans, embellished flared 
jeans, and with the birth of cargo 

pants (see below), cargo flares. 


From comics as 
‘investments’ 

to comics as 
entertainment, the 
‘90s were wackier 
than Wolverine's hair 


ers, but not before many who 
couldn't keep up dropped out of the 
hobby altogether, 


Image Comics launches 

Seven of the industry's best artists 
turned their backs on Marvel and DC 
to form the mythic “third company.” 

The gamble paid off with titles 

ike “Spawn,” “Wild C.A.Ts," and 
"Witchblade," and Image's invasion. 
of the comic-book market was an 
unprecedented success, turning 
people like Rob Liefeld and Todd 
McFarlane into overnight sensa- 
tions. 

‘However, the fledgling company 
soon got into many problems: late 
books, a lack of decent stories in most 
oftheir comics, ons of variant covers, 
even infighting among its artists. 
“Things have since cooled off, and Im- 
age is still considered a force to be 
reckoned with in the comics industry. 


Adarker DC 
Batman gets his back broken, and 


as 


Text by Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 
Photos by Ocs Alvarez 


HE '9OS DIDN'T PASS 
without a few embar- 
I rassing moments in 
fashion. While some fads 
were fun (like flares, which 
still refuse to let go), some 
things were just as bad as 
shoulder pads—parachute 
pants, for instance. 7 
Read on to remember the fads of 


the '90s that you wore and loved so 
well. 


The ‘Rachel’ haircut 

The hairdo, named after Jennifer 
Aniston's character in “Friends,” was 
a hit all over the globe. The layered 
look eventually faded because it re- 
quired too much maintenance (that, 
and because Aniston eventually 
changed herdo.) 


Doc Martens 

Every kid had to have a pair of Doc 
Martens. If you didn’t, you were sent 
to a corner to shiver over your lack of 
coolness. Doc Martens were worn 
with everything, from dresses to 
jeans to overalls, and came in a vari- 
ety of styles and colors, 


Grunge 

Blame it on Kurt Cobain and the 
smell of teen spirit—the early 
"90s were dominated by 
teens with unwashed 
hair in ripped jeans, 
flannel shirts and 
grubby sneak- p ei * 
ers. 


“لايع 


FORA TIME, guys and girls wore the 
same thing: baggy pants and polo 


shirts. 


F CHANGE IS THE ONLY CON- 

stant in our life, imagine how 

much truer that ‘chestnut must 

hold in the tumultuous and turbu- 
lent world of superheroes. 

Sure, spandex and cape-donning 
men and women have enthralled كنا‎ 
for almost 80 years, and they're a vi- 
tal part of today’s pop-culture uni- 
verse. But they weren't as embraced 
in the 190s. Then, readership was up 
and down like a rollercoaster ride, 
and companies were desperate to 
reach out to the mainstream media, 

What followed was a decade full 
of banner events and headline steal- 
ers, but none were more shocking or 
had longer-lasting events than these: 


X-Men #1 spawns 
war of covers 

Chris Claremont was writing and 
Jim Lee was drawing. Itwas the first 
|| issue of the new X-Men series, and it 

pitted Marvel's flagship crew of mu- 
tants against their nemesis Magne- 
to, What really made six million 
copies fly out of the comic shops, 
however, was the fact that the issue 
had five different covers, and like 
Pokemon, one just had to collect 
them all, 

Since then, multiple covers have 
become a popular sales gimmick, 
the standouts being Gen 13 gie 13 
covers and The Darkness #11's 11 
covers. People began buying “rare” 
variant covers not to read, but to sell 
to completist fans. 

‘Thankfully, companies listened to 
fans and scaled back on special cov- 


‘90s time capsule from the 2bU! inbox 


‘Teen Beat and Tiger Beat. Jonathan 
Brandis in Seaquest. 
—Mimi 
RL. Stines Goosebumps. Power 
Pens, Play Dough. Polly Pocket. Disney 
Films, “Princess Sarah.” Cedie. "Mari- 
mar.” “Ana Luna.” “Mara Clara.” 
peranza,” “Titanic.” Care Bears! “Den- 
ver the Last Dinosaur” Spice Girls. 
Beepers, Hanson. ‘The Cranberries, 
Joan Qsbome's “One of Us," Michael 


Gameboys, trolls. 
—Maricar 
World Wrest Federa- 
tion—Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, 
Bushwackers, and a whole bunch of 
wrestling guys who completed our 
Saturday Nights. PBA—I never really 
liked sports but the Ginebra and 
Alaska games had me watching. 
Benetton was hot, Colored socks. 
Gert polo shirts in all colors. 


AVAILABLE 


Venuses of teenage girls (such as moi)? 
Were Victoria Adams (the now lucky 
Victoria Beckham) and Melanie C real- 
ly guys who had sex transplants? Hon- 
estly,I was one of those who believed 
therumor and even spread itin school. 
Talk about a pathetic rumor! 
— Tina 
The movie “Romeo and Juliet,” 
“Macarena,” Streetboys, Parokya ni 
Edgar, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 


BEST COPY 


nugget, you look like all nuggets do, 
they don’t know what really matters is 
what's inside of you. I'm a Purefoods 
chicken nugget, more chicken under 
my shell, chunky, juicy, chicken de- 
light, in every nugget bite.” 
—laja 
and “Gimik.” 
—Adrian, Baguio 
How about that rumor about the 


Spice Girls, who were considered the 


WINS’ “OH TOKYOI,” “TAKESHI'S 
Castle,” “Ang TV” “Valiente”! 
—Ashee Washee 


Nanny Fine and Niles—they are to- 
tally hilarious! Balky d “Perfect 
Sengen be like the Redford 
White of Hollywood, ‘ALP? (Alien Life 
Form)—cute, cuddly and funny. Com- 
mercial of Purefoods Chicken Nuggets. 
Te goes this way, “Its not easy to be a 

0 


Backstreet 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY I, 2006 


Last boy band standing 


By Tammy David 


The 


veer nmr, Boys finally 


oblige their 
fans with 
aconcert ; 
that has the 


teen crowd 
wishing the 


Boys will 
forever be 


and Brian 


to “Never Gone” and another concert even if its 
going to be 20 years from now. 
“Backstreet’s Back, all right!” boys 


Email tammydavid@gmail.com. 


Bright ang future mo 
this Chinese New Year! 


Enjoy TEXT NONSTOP for 5 days FREE! 
Bumili lang ng X-treme Memory SIM 
for only P99 at mag eload ng at least P25. 
(Avaliable for both Prepaid and Postpaid subscribers) 
Prano ural Fe 42006, A approvat THR, 
م‎ Pernt لوي‎ 


“Facial Care Centre - I do: 


D 


BACKSTREET Boys a decade later: Howie, AJ, Nick, Ve 


five years since their last studio album, the Back- 
street Boys released “Never Gone” last June and 
announced a world tour. 

So last Jan, 20, fans packed the Araneta Cen- 
ter; they ranged from those who had braces and 
baby fat to the older set (many of them still fat 
and overweight), all pining for their favorite 
Backstreet Boy. 

‘Though the show was far from the usual mil- 
lion-dollar production the characterized the 
band during their “Millennium” tour, the energy 
inside the coliseum was high. 

“The fans didn't seem to care the boys were 
dressed like their brothers, which is a far cry from 
the tailored suits and silk shirts they had worn 
during their peak. 

‘The boys performed a total of 21 songs, and 
the audience sang along to numerous hits such 
as ‘All have To Give” and the songs from the 
group's latest album, “1 Still.” 

Nick introduced his “gir,” which tumed out to 
be a guitar, and played “Climbing the Walls.” He 
gave a mean rock show with ‘Just Want You to 
Know.” Kevin Richardson played the piano when 
he concluded the set with “Never Gone,” which 
he had written in memory of his father. The en- 
core, “Backstrecës Back,” fitted the band's cur- 
rent momentum. 


Backstreet to the future 

In a press conference, the boys mentioned 
their plans, which were mostly personal. They 
talked about solo albums, a gospel album, ven- 
turing into acting, developing artists with their 
respective production companies, Still others 
talked about establishing a lupus foundation and 
embracing fatherhood. 

Ae much as fans wished them the best, many 
were worried it might take another five years to 
release a studio album or worse, “Never Gone” 
might be their last. 

But personally, pardon the cheese the: Back- 
street Boys have already made their mark in pop 
culture—surviving the business, touching lives 
and growing up with their fans, We just have to 
vrajtand see. 

So being a fan, yes, I'm hoping for a follow-up 


2bU! Correspondent 
EFORE WESTLIFE WON AND (LATER 
B bored) fans with their remakes, Before 

Taiwanese import F4 charmed and 
charged Filipino fans 10k for front-row tick- 
ets. Before Brit quartet Code Red made pop- 
sters laugh out loud with their dance steps... 
there were the Backstreet Boys. 

Thanks to Howie, Kevin, AJ, Brian and Nick, 
music in the 90s will be remembered not only 
for the head-banging fellas from Seattle (Nir- 
vana, who else), but also for the suave singing 
and dancing by the pretty boys who dominated 
the scene during the later part of the decade. 

Te was the Backstreet Boys, or BSB to fans, 
who pioneered the era of manufactured boy 
bands and pop acts. 

And since the boys really made ita point to set 
their band apart by insisting it was “all about the 
music,” they would sometimes perform a capella 
just to prove they had the voice to back up their 
looks and marketability. Their efforts paid off 
since, it seems, they are the last band standing 

(read: Complete Five original members) 
Flashback. The boys came to Manila for 
the first time in October 1996. This was 

the time baby-faced Nick Carter had 

long hair (and a neck). The boys wore 

matching ensembles and their fans reli- 

gjousty subscribed to the popster bible, Smash 
Hits. 

“The boys were also relatively unknown in the 
United States, their homeland, but were already 
certified superstars in other parts of the globe, 
the Philippines included. 

‘They performed at Limits Disco, and I still re- 
member that day clearly. I rushed to Megamall to 
gettheir autograph, My cheek got scratched after 
a minor scuffle, and Howie Dorough promised 
me theyd be back soon. 

T was expecting a concert the following year, 
but of course, we all know what happened to 
them afterwards. 


Superstardom 

“They finally hit it big in the US two years after 
they had made a mark in other continents. They 
topped the Billboard charts, sold millions of al- 
bums, got numerous awards and Grammy nods, 
dealt with lawsuits and came out with a greatest 
hits album in 2001. 

Some members got hitched, Nick Carter re- 
leased a solo album. The group also dealt with 
bad press, such as AJ McLean's alcohol and co: 
caine addiction. 

But like many loyal fans in Asia who up to 
now still argue with N*Sync fans, sympathized 
with AJ McLean when he entered rehab, and 
hated a certain hotel heiress for romancing Nick 
Carter, 1 was stil wishing to see them perform 
live for the second time. 


Comeback 
But the boys have made a comeback. After 


Do you have an extraordinary love story? 


can, 

Send your extraordinary love story at con- 
test2bu@ inquirer.com.ph or mail it to ZbUI 
Love Stories, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo 
Sts., Makati City. 

‘Our chosen couples will win spectacular 
‘Valentine packages from 2bU! 


IS IT A STORY OF FATE AND DESTINY? WERE 
there obstacles and villains and action scenes? 
Is it movie-worthy? Will you make people 
swoon and wish for their own romantic tale? 
Are you and your beloved still together? 

‘Then 2bU! wants to hear from you. 

Write your story, draw it, film it, even sing 
it—it’s totally up to you. Be as creative as you 


aisle, all eyes on her noticed no slight traces 
of imperfection but her supple, peachy skin 
highlighted by an immaculate wedding gown. 


Rafa, who's also a regular client-model, took 
time off to refresh and rejuvenate his skin at 
the Facial Care Centre For Men. Rafa was even 
at the centre a day before their wedding which 
he relies on for deep skin cleansing. 
effects of the Shi-Zen D-Tox, Eye 
Treatment with Collagen and |< 
Diamond Peel that bring about „¢ 

an overall clarity for men’s skin 

made the groom appear even 


confident. 


For future brides and grooms 
who are wondering how to 
get Rafa and Amina’s 
picturesque look, Include 
Facial Care Centre in your 
preparation agenda, You 
might be missing out on 

all the essentials of o 
wedding plan if you forgot | 
to devote time ra Pë 
attention on the most lf 
important part of the Ù 
wedding: “youl” Or you i 
could simply depend on jt. 
Facial Care Centre to Ji 
always bring out that 
blooming glow In you with 

or without an occasion. E 


Leave your beauty concerns j 
up to the expert in skincare. EA 
Gall Facial Care Centre at £ 
892-SKIN (7546) or كي‎ 
Facial Care Centre 
For Men at 
813-7959 


Amina Aranaz is no doubt one of the loveliest 
brides ever. She's a natural beauty yet there's 
something extra-ordinary about the “princess- 
like” aura and elegance she exuded on her 
wedding day. Facial Care Centre is proud to 
have been a part of this red-letter occasion by 
prepping no other than the bride to look fresh, 
stunning, impeccable and simply breathtaking. 


‘Amina exchanged vows with Rafa Alunan last 
January 6 and a perfectly glamorous celebration 
ensued. The bride wanted absolutely none of 
the stresses of putting everything together for 
the regal affair to reflect on her looks. Facial 
Care Centre made sure of that for Amina who 
has been their model and client since year 2000. 


‘Two months before the wedding, Facial Care 
Centre offered her an exclusive “bridal treat” 
consisting of the top-of-the-line 
Repechage Four-Layer Facial 
Treatment from New York for 
deluxe pampering, the Vita 
Velvet facial spa indulgence 
for relaxing the skin and 
senses, the anti-wrinkle 
Advanced Lasertone 
therapy for 
maintaining a 

firm, vibrant 

skin tone and 

the gentle 

micro- 

derma- 

brasion 

Diamond 

Peel 

treatment 


for a 
natural 
rosy glow. 
So when 
she walked 
down the 


w 


SKORTS, 
culottes 
and 
clogs— 
definitely 
1905 teen 


glowing skin was unheard of. Make- 
up in the early Sie called for raisin- 
brown matte lipstick, visible lip lines, 
and pale faces. Glitter replaced the 
matte makeup look in the latter part 
of the decade with the onset of the 
new millennium. 


Birkenstocks with socks 

Accept no substitutes—Birks had 
to be worn with socks. Whether you 
‘wore jeans or shorts, Birks were cool 
in the mid-to-late 90s, Although 
some people coordinated their shirt 
colors with their socks, most wore 
plain white socks with their leather 
Birks. 


Branded everything 

Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, 

Tommy Hilfiger—jeans and 

shirts screamed out their 
names, The “cool” people 
carried around branded pa- 

per bags (a status symbol 

then). This emphasis on im- 
ported brands led to the rampant 
production of fake designer goods. 


E-mail the author at bianca- 
consunji@yahoo.com 


While the TV show bowed out the | 
season after that happened, the move 
added an interesting wrinkle to Su- 
perman's comic book persona and fu- 
eled many more stories to come. 


Electro-blue Superman 

People at DC must not be familiar 
with the adage “if it ain't broke, 
don't fix it.” 

Attempting to shake up the status 
quo once again, writers turned Su- 
perman into a being of energy, fore- 
ing him to rely on an energy-con- 
tainment suit. As if that wasn't 
enough, Superman had to deal with 
clone issues as well in the form of a 
“red” Superman. 

Universal hatred of this gimmick, 
however, eventually made Super- 
man go back to his classic suit, a 
move greeted with much cheering. 


Marvel Knights launches 

With Marvel teetering on the 
brink of bankruptcy, it took an un- 
usual cadre of superheroes to save 
the day. 

Second-tier characters suchas 
Daredevil, the Inhumans, and the 
Punisher were revived by some of 
the best writers in the business, in- 
cluding film director Kevin Smith | 
(“Dogma,” “Jersey Girl”), and sales 
spiked. 

Marvel top brass was so im- 
pressed that they promoted line edi- 
tor Joe Quesada to editor in chief. 
The company emerged from 
bankruptcy soon after, and it re- 
‘mains the No. 1 comics publisher 
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Archie Comies! 
—Ninac, Cagayan de Oro 
Coney Island's pistachio was my 
favorite, After reading your sec- 
tion, I found myself wishing I could 
go back in time to when I was just a 
Kid and the only thing bothering me 
was if the’ thin inner wrapper 
around White Rabbit candy was ed- 

ible, 

—Sarah 


ne. 
—Brian 

I turned on 

“Batman” 
wrk” and my 
backpacks 


rs Filofax 
—Noemi 
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For feadback, mal us at iestyle@inquirercom.ph 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer life rame/agelcty/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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Magic Eye. Magic Eye books were the proba- 
bly the most common cause of cross-eyed vision 
in the "90s. 1 could've stared at a picture forever 
and still not see anything past the blinding pat- 
terns, and lets face it, neither could you! 


Email the author at aohi_no_miko@atenistanet 
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em. Who would've thought these pot-bellied, 
bug-eyed creatures would tum out to be col- 
lector’s item material? They became such a 
huge hit in the "90s that they soon spawned a 
di variety of collectibles: Rainbow 
‘Trolls, Treasure Trolls, Mary Kate and Ash- 
ley... Oops, kidding. 

Polly Pocket. Kikay girls loved these tiny 
plastic dolls that came with pastel houses 
roughly the size of an adult's makeup com- 
pa 


et case. 

Koosh Balls. Resembling miniature pom- 
poms, these were stringy rubber balls in vari- 
ous color combinations that you could toss 
around and, uh, toss around. 

Slinky. Long stairways suddenly became 
popular contest spots for kids who wanted to 
see whose Slinky can climb down the most 
steps. 

Tickle Më Elmo. Whether for baby show- 
ers or ligaw gifts, the baby-talking furry red 
monster from Sesame Street was everyone's 
favorite must-have plushie. 

Furby dolls. It talks, moves and communi- 
cates with others of its kind. 

Pokemon. Short for Pocket Monsters. 
‘Their popularity skyrocketed faster than you 
cansay “Pikachu!” 


ET mg 
12 midnight to 6:06 pm 


6:01 pm- 11:59 pm 
ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT 


٩ه‏ چا 


LA 


امسا 
way for modern portable games.‏ 

Growing Dinos. These tiny toys were 
made of jelly-like material that grew in size 
when submerged underwater and returned to 
their original size when dry. Kinder tots used 
to “breed” armies of these in bathtubs, to their 
moms’ dismay. 

Grassheads. Fun, quirky and well within 
the PSO budget. Grassheads only needed a lit- 
tle water and some sun for their “hair” to grow, 
although I could never make mine grow its 
hair past five centimeters before it dried out. 

Russ Trolls. Either you love 'emor you hate 
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Remember 
the 
playthings 
of 
yesteryear 
—and laugh 


WEDNESDAY, كمع‎ Le 


VE 
for girl 


by Angela: ae 
2bU! Correspondent 


OT TOO LONG AGO, WHEN IPODS 
N were still figments of Steve Jobs’ 

imagination, we kids were blissfully 
discovering the joys of two-bit portable elec- 
tronics and vinyl toys. Read on and rediscover 
your childhood with the popular playthings of 
our generation. 

Brick Game. For '90s kids, Brick Game (or 
Tetris) was THE electronic game of their 
childhood. 

‘SNES. Short for Super Nintendo Entertain- 
ment System, SNES was arguably the hottest 
console in the '905. 

Game Boy. Nintendo's “baby” paved the 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 


POTIK! ar gen 

KASAMA KO PA DYN AING 

NANAY Ko! KUNDI 

PA BA NAMAN MAG 

‘(HATA SA DIANE NUN! 
OOH HR 


GE 
CE 
تكس‎ 


y 
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HEY, LamoNT — 
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SHADOW ON, 
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HARDCORE “SUN MGA DOUBLE MEANA 
TSAKA MGA HHP NA KUNG ANO 
“PRG PINASIESIK BUG Med PRSAHETO. 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


Romi i+! You fent HAVE to (oy, Stop Mopine! ) |[Mause x ze? 
You Like WALK AN4MORE-ALLI\ pets Don't MoPel) Ji BUY You Booties 


You'LL Like Booties! 


BABY BLUES 


Det, ANP E 
ARE VERN PROUD 
OF WEFAT | 
TUBE WENE NEVER 
Soen OUF FIPS 
ANY WAE TOYS. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


You HAVE to Do iS 
Sit +HERE AND, 
Look cute! 


HOROSCOPE... 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: Youre clever and mentally quick You have a fine mind, You know how ro communicate your 


Way. Most of you are multitalented, and have a difficult time choos- 


ideas to others, and you do so in a down-to-eai 


ing a career. You can visualize very well. The year ahead will focus on partnerships and your closest relationships. 
Birthdate of: Lisa Marie Presley, singer; Langston Hughes, writer; Clark Gable, actor. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You're confused 
about a partnership or 
close relationship. Cau- 


tion: You want to idolize 
someone and look at him or her with 
rose-colored glasses. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
MA Sept. 22): Your ability 
e to use your imagination 
W could be a good prob- 


lem-solving technique 
at work today. Don't be afraid to 
think outside the box. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Your mind is won- 
derfully creative today! 
Trust your ideas and im 

pulses. You feel sympa- 
thetic to children as well. In your 
personal life, a romantic interest 


Seems perfect! (Hmmm?) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You want to 
avoid difficult discus- 


sions or confrontations 
with family members to- 
day. That's OK, but do 

mot be dishonest in order to get 

around anything. Just say nothing. 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


go Deg, 21): ou eant 

B) heip daydreaming 10- 

day, Your mind kee 
ايد‎ off to possible 


future conquests and ex- 
Blots, Relax. is just thar kind of 
ay. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 


fo Jan, 19): Be crea 
twit your money today 
There could be some 
Confusion. You might 


get the wrong change, 
you might lose money, someone 
Could be dishonest with you, or you 
might be way too extravagant. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is not a 
good day for you to 
make important deci- 

sions. Mercury and Nep- 

tune are lined up in your 
sign. This is like having Vaseline on 
pour les. Things look wonderful, 
yut are they? 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): lës easy to 
kid yourself today. This 
kidding could go either 


way: You might think 
things are better than 

they are, or you might think things 

are worse, Wait a day to find out. 


ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
€ April 19): You feel very June 20): Someone 
hopeful and idealistic ‘could accuse you of in- 
about your future dulging in escapist fan- 
dreams. There's some- tasies today. However, 
thing quite special you want to we all have to dream, don’t we? les 
achieve. lës something dear to your OK to have something to aim for. 
heart, and could involvea friend ora 
group. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
TAURUS (April 20 to July 22): You're willing 
May 20): You might ap- to put the needs of oth- 
proach a parent, Boss or ers before your own. You 


‘authority figure to lobby feel gute ‘selfless today 
fon behalf of someone when you consider the overwhelm 
else today, especially a ing conditions that others are fac- 
work You vane to elp tbe under ing 
og 
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Air Max 


360 builds 
5 F YOU'RE A BIG NIKE FAN, 2BU! AND NIKE 
on earlier - 2 are giving you the chance to win some awe- 
some prizes. 
Just give us the answer to this question: 
innovations / 4 Which Air Max model was the first to have a ful- 
Iy-visible heel Air unit? 
Hint: The answer can be found in 
the article so read carefully. 
E-mail your answers to con- 
test2bu@inquirer.com.ph. 
“The first person to send the cor- 
rect answer will receive P5,000 
worth of Nike goodies from Nike 
‘AIR Max 260 for men Park. Ten other lucky 2bU! readers 
will receive a Nike shirt and a Com- 
memorative Book of the History of Air 


> K = Max. 


Maximum techno ogy: — ës Deadline for entries is Feb. 5. 


0 WIN this shirt and this book 
or, even better, P5,000 
allows IO 6 D e ee 
i 
By Dexter R. Matilla 


HEN NIKE GAVE BIRTH TO THE 
WESELE 
25 years ago, the innovations were 
considered a revolution. Never before had 
there been any other technology dedicated to 
comfort and performance in an athletic shoe. 

Avid fans of the Air Max shoe consider 
models from 1987, 1990, 1993 (first to have 
fully-visible heel Air unit), 1995 (first co 
have visible forefoot air), 1997, 1998, and 
2003 as collectibles. 

“The year 2006 can likewise be considered 
another revolutionary year with the intro- 
duction of the Air Max 360. With a cushion- 
ing system that features 360 degrees of Max 
Air cushioning, the AM360 is probably the 
closest one can ever get to experiencing to- 
taland extreme comfort whether walking or 
running. 

“The launch of Nike Air Max 360 marks 
the next evolution of Air, reinforcing our 
leadership in technology and innovation,” 
said Nike Philippines marketing manager 
Deeda Pama. “Catering to the everyday ath- 
lete, Air Max serves to provide premium 
cushioning for the active, providing comfort 
and performance at every level. Nike Philip- 
pines is proud to be part of the global launch 
and in offering local consumers an opportu- 
nity to run on ait.” 


ët 


Mithstanding wear and tear 

Having a foamjess midsole dramatically 
reduces weight and increases durability. 
Foam midsoles generally last for about 300 
to 500 miles before their shock-absorbing 
properties deteriorate. But since the AM360 
has been engineered to withstand the wear 
and tear that befall most running shoes, the 
cushioning will feel the same—from the 
moment you take the shoe out of the box 
and wear it for the first time—even after ex- 
tensive usage. 

‘According to Martin Lotti, Global 
Footwear designer of the AM360, “Air Max 
360 is all about air... and air is all about 
cushioning. That’s truly the heritage of 
Nike—bringing innovation and superior 
cushioning technology to the consumer. 
That was certainly the goal for the Air Max 
360." 

Martin was able to frame the newly-engi- 
neered full-length Max Air unit and elimi- 
nate all foam by utilizing the rand, a com- 
mon design element identified from the Air 
Max lineage. 

He believes in the “less-is-more” ideal, 
creating a visual hierarchy that lets the Max 
Air unit stand out. Though it seems simple 
from a distance, the AM360 has intriguing 
details—from the laser edging to the Nike 
Air timeline on the shoe's sock liner—that 
are certainly a feast for the eyes. 

A complete reflectivity upper makes for 
maximum exposure in low light conditions 
while deep flex grooves and beveled heel 
enhance natural motion characteristics. 
‘Add to that the fact that the Max Air unit in 
the AM360 is tuned specifically for gender 
and shoe size that ensure added precision in 
impact protection. 

‘Taking it a step farther, the AM360's ày- 
namic-tit inner-sleeve provides a soft, seam- 
less interior that helps eliminate abrasion 
while the outer synthetic leather panels 
provide structure and support. The laser- 
cuts in the upper provide breathable com- 
fort without the weight issue. Having said 
that, the AM360 is the lightest full Air Max 
shoe to date at 13 oz or 368.5 g. 

‘And if that’s not enough, just keep in 
mind that 360 degrees is equal to one revo- 
lution, which the AM360 truly encompass- 
es. Indeed, the revolution for the Air Max 
technology has come full circle as it is the 
first shoe that gives you the sensation of 
running (or walking) on air. 
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smooth opening, tactile design 
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AIR Max 360 for women 
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ACCESSORIES by Happy David 
and Color Theory 


LIFESTYLE ST 


TESSA Prieto-Valdes’ whimsical 
bags (left); Dita Sandico Ong's 
signature creations, such as her 
Bola Slippers, await shoppers 
at the HSBC Charity 

Market (right). 


Or a cause 


ICE bangles 
by De Leon-Gonzalez 


A donation of P100, which will earn you a 
pass to the Charity Pair and Charity Jam, will 
also entitle you to join the hourly raffle. 


Y= KNOW OUR MANTRA—RETAIL 
Freaks consider shopping as one of holders and HSBC customers can enter for 
life's most delicious pleasures. free. Just present your ID, your Premier 
greater when we know that we are £ Yes, that's our favorite part, the 
exercising our purchasing power for À Charity Fair. 

‘On Feb. 4, HSBC turns shopping Bitze a.m.6 p.m. and check out great 
into a double pleasure by holding Red finds from some of The Fashion 
Children’s Hour. entrepreneurs. Stock up on goods from 

‘Along with other generous personalities Happy David and Color Theory, Kate Torral- 
at the Manila Polo Club that includes been Valdes, Ria Francisco Prieto, 
Charity Challenge Triathlon led by HS- Hops Fernandez, Dita Sandico Ong, 
cards for the triathlon can be download- Crisologo, Tweetie de Leon-Gonzalez 
ed from www.hsbe.com.ph and can be and many others. 

‘There are also activities for the want to get started on your shop- 
whole family: magic shows and Ai 7 ping list, here's a preview of what 
pottery for kids, a cooking de- $ y Donors can choose which Chil- 
mo, a cake decorating session R A dren's Hour charity to donate to: 
anisms ‘wil pledge E Kb e cial Children, Sa Aklat Sikat, Gawad 

E Eskwela, GILAS, Send a Tribal Kid to 
Personalities will design 
shirts for auction ar the event. FASHION by Puey Quinones shopping for a cause. 


therapy goes a long way. The Fashion (Manila Polo Club members, Premier card- 
And that pleasure becomes even card or HSBC credit card.) 
a bigger cause. Visit the Cogon Village from 10 
Letter Day, which aims to raise funds for ES” e ل‎ designer tod yong 
and companies, HSBC has planned a full day ba, Zee’ Castro, Puey Quinones, Tessa 
BC's CEO Wamer Manning. (Pledge Ines Delgado, Patty Eustagio, Astrud 
faxed to 7555062.) And because we're pretty sure you 
My Zoo conservation shows, you can buy at the Charity Fair. 
and even a Charity Jam where Stepping Stone Learning for Spe- 
Dë Eat, He, ب‎ ncs i 
it É. ES Oh yes, there's nothing like 
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E 
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FASHION and accessories 
by Kate Torralba 


5501 5-5 


Your new home is 
closer than you think. 


10.25% 
11.00% 
11.25% 
11.50% 


P10,322 
P10,493 
P10,665 


* Rates apply only for new loan releases where purpose is acquisition, 
construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


**For every loan amount of P1,000,000 with a 20-year loan term. 


Call 845-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD your name> <your landline nos.> 
your email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 
far Globe and other users. 


It's Globelines [DD at 


F4.50/minu 


Australia, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and U: 


call rates are VAT-Inclusive 


*Calls from Globelines landline or payphone using Globe! prepaid card. 
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Pushing for the best practices in the industry 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


RECENT REPORTS SHOWED THAT some difficulties. ‘The pre-need industry's bulk of In its aim to continuously become properly.” and the industry as well. "When we sit 
the Philippine pre-need industry has E sales and market are pension, memo- competitive, PFPPCI is currently aim- Until industry key playershad itsfi- as a federation, what is more impor: 
emerged from a sales downturn late Dealing with the challenges rial plans, and fixed-value education ing for the International Accounting nancial woes, it has been growing fast tant than our individual interests as a; 
last year, and is slowly showing signs A few of PFPPCI member-compa- plans. “And these ae very healthy seg- Standard (IAS). ‘what with the renewed awareness on company is the interest of the indus 
of an improving trend after a decline nies were faced by some difficulties of ments of our industry,” he said. “We are a developing country and the benefits of insurance and pre-need try," he said. 
during the first quarter. Tate. This has affected not only them The Fixed-value Education Plans, wewant tobeup there with therestof plans. The population is composed UNITAS is an acronym for “Unity. 
The in spite of the many cha but the whole industry as well. Ie led which is still widely offered today, i the global world," Vazquez said. “Isee mainly of the working class which Nobility of purpose, Integrity, Trust; 
lenges that haunt some companies re to Vazquez citing credibility and mis- the opposite ofthe beleaguered Open- it as a challenge because itis nev, and gives them the so-called purchasing Action, and Service” 
cently conception as one of the major chal- ended Education Plan. The plan al- if improperly implemented it will power The crisis that the industry met has 
TAS the Philippine Federation of lenges that confronts themtoday ows companies to set a ceiling on the make companies look unhealthy as This led to the unhealthy invest- somewhat allowed companies to work 
Pre-need Plan Companies, Inc. (PFPP- Totof people have the notion that amount to be paid to the plan holder compared to their real condition.” ment climate that has now become together and hurdle these challenges 
CI) has reasons to celebrate the Sth the Open-ended Education Plan isthe bythe time he or she needs it. “The shifting of policies has affected one of the problems of the pre-need — together. This makes them even more: 
Sevneed Consciousness Week which whole pre-need industry” he said.  PFPPCI is always closely working companies that have been successfully industry steadfast and significant over the, 
begins today. The theme chosen for “Unfortunately this one segment of with the Securities and Exchange operating for decades. Vazquez ex “Iris not so good but we know that er 
The year aptly reveals a brighter fu the industry is having a dificult time Commission (SEC). I was in fact, for- plained the changes IAS may bring. itis improving,” Vazquez said. “We "One company does not make art 
ture or the Industry: Thrive @5!PRE- and immediately they think it is the mer SEC chair Rosario Lopez who ini- For the past decades when companies want to invest in good and safe securi- industry” Vazquez said. 
NEED: Steadfast and Significant, whole of i.” tiated the creation of the federation in sell a plan it automatically becomes ties for our dients.” As the federation recognizes the 
“The pre-necd, along with the life in- Tt was in 1980 when presneed edu- 1990. revenue. With IAS, they say that pen- need to become one, it also sees that 
surance industry, has been one of the cation plan was offered to the market.  Pre-need companies face some sion and education plans will be more What's good for the industry the Open-ended Education Plan needs 
bigger Jong-term capital resources in Its iden is to cover the “actual cost of tough policy decisions by the industry d an investment rather than insur- PFPPCIservesasalinkamengcom to be addressed accordingly. 
the county, according to Aty. Juan tuition fees at the time the planholder regulators from time to time. ance when premiums are collected. petitors. It was formed to assure that The industry already came out with 
Miguel Vezque,pesdentofPFPPCI. enters college." Open-ended Educa "The regulators really want to take They eventually become liabilities. proper regulation and laws, are in postion saying that companies that 
even was introduced in the tion Plan is first offered in the Philip- care of the planholders,” Vazquez Which means the revenue base of place. It is only through this that they sold Open-ended Education Plan can 
Philippines in 1966 through life and pines. Said. “Tes not a problem and we sup- -companies will decrease prospective- can create an environment forthe pro- continue with it as long as they can 
eri plans and has since grown “At that ime, you would know the port them there.” Jy Companies that are healthier don't tection and growth ofthe industry. meet the obligation. But if they can- 
toa billion-peso industry Its tax con- amount of the tuition to be paid,” But business is about profitability, look healthy. Even as companies go for the same — not, Vazquez said, they should imme- 
tribution amounts to over P1.5 billion Vazquez said. he noted There must bed balance be.  "Wecan doit, we cancapitalizeand market, the federation always put the diately inform their clients to try to 
annually. Its trust fund amounts to In 1994, the government made tween what is good for the planhold- prepare for that,” Vazquez said. best interest of the industry because put a ceiling and be honest with the 
over P70 billion from about P44 bil- some changes in the once regulated ers and for the industry as well. But the problem lies on the 30- or fairly enough, what is good for one clients. 
Tion in 2002. The industry employs tuition fee increase. The rates escalat- “If everything is good for the plan- _so-year-old companies whose income company is good for the industry. So “We intend to continuously thrive 
ro 250 000salesassocatesand em- ed faster than the companies could — holders there might beno indusuy left will have ro be rebooked as liabiliy. ___member-companies share their best and be steadfast because we are com- 
ployecs. eam. At present, no company offers anymore,” Vazquez said. “But busi- “It will hit the capital surplus,” practices among themselves. mitted to our clients,” Vazquez said, 
gend thriving industry un- Open-ended Education Plan any- ness forthe longterm is taking careof he added. Although, I don't think CUNITAS is one of the unifying “We remain significant because we 
til one of its segment was plagued by clients” itis really a big problem if we do it forces that strengthen the federation serve a need to the people.” 
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Discover Sun Life Plans’ 
education and pension plan: 


Call SunLink at 849-9888. 
Visit www.sunlife.com.ph. 
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vices that are an infusion of both the banking and “I trust Sun Life Financial. It's known and respected all over the world. 


insurance Industries; and have significantly affect ا‎ a er 

af the es of millons of Flips by providing And it's been in the Philippines for 110 years now. 
them security and alternative savings Instruments 

as well. In he face of controversies, we have these 

points as symbolized in our theme, to continuously 


embark on re-gining the public's trust and the pos If you want strength and stability that can withstand the challenges of time... 


Sibiities of permanently eradicating the negative e ees KE 
impressions we hurdled during the previous years It's got to be Sun Life Financial! 
‘I commend the members of the PFPPC for th 
unwavering conin. sere oe Fli, 
With combined effors, Tam confident that we shall BZ ee 
be able to remain steadfast and significantly uplift - Paolo Bediones, Reality TV Host 
more lives 
Mabuhay! 


Because trust is earned 


In the Philippines, Sun Life Financials represented by Sun Life of Canada (Philippine), inc. offering lif insurance products; Sun Life Asset Management Company, Inc., 
کر سس‎ E and Sun Life nancial Plans, Inc, offering education and pension plans. 
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in general, Itis a major source of 
domestic capital that the Philip- 
pines can use to fund longterm 
investments, considering that 
the capital market has been so 
far focused on short-term lend- 
ing. With a combined trust fund 
value of over P70 billion in 2004, 
these resources contribute to na- 
tion building as more than 0 
percent of these funds is invested 
in government securities. 
‘The industry contributed over 
P1.3 billion in taxes to the Philippine government in 
2005. It has “unlimited growth potential,” with six 
million people holding pre-need plans and the fed- 
eration's combined trust fund deposited in various 
banks inthe Philippines. Furthermore, the PFPPCI - 
a conglomeration of 27 member companies offering 
pension, education, and memorial life plans-allevi- 
ates the unemployment problem of the country. It 
provides jobs to 20,000 employees and 180,000 
agents all over the country. 

“The Philippines, a third world country, has one of 
the world’s lowest gross domestic product and sav- 
ings per capita. Yet, the pre-need industry targets 
the core of this problem by assisting the working 
man in his personal investments, in generating in- 
come, and mobilizing savings. 

But nothing can be more significant than that 
which touches the very core and future of the Fil- 
ipino family, The pre-need's philosophy makes the 
Filipino confront the stark reality that preparing for 
one's future really means saving up a few pesos to- 
day tobe used tomorrow. And with pension, life and 
educational plans in its product line, the pre-need 
industry strikes at the very heart ofthe Filipino's val- 
ve for education, for working hard and persevering, 
to later enjoy the fruits of one's labor, and even to 
provide “convenience” to family members when 
‘one's time on earth comes. 

“Thus, at five as a Federation, the pre-need indus- 
try has thrived-and will continue to thrive-for de- 
spite all obstacles, we have remained steadfast and 
significant. 


Indeed, the pre-need industry 
is bent on weathering the 


present storm and seeing 
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PRE-NEED: Steadfast and Significant 


tinue to grow stronger to enable it 
to deliver its promise. 


Onits fifth year 

From its early beginnings in the 
1960s, the pre-need industry has 
become a significant part of nation 
building, having been a major con- 
tributor 1o the country’s socioeco- 
nomic development. Aside from 
the financial contribution it has 
given the country, the industry has 
helped the Filipino adopt an atti- 
tude of financial preparedness-seemingly incongru- 
ous with the Filipino's “bahala na” and fatalistic at 
tude regarding his family’s future. 

‘Thus, recognizing the industry's potential force, 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, through 
Proclamation No. 52, declared the first week of 
February as Pre-nced Consciousness Week. High- 
lighting its importance, she said: “Pre-need pre- 
pares the Filipino families, individuals, and commu- 
nities for the future by providing them with prod- 
ucts and services that address their needs even be- 
fore these needs arise, thus allowing them to cope 
with the spiraling cost of living and dying.” 

And since 2001 when said proclamation was is- 
sued, Prenced Consciousness Week has always 
been something to look forward to. 


Steadfast 

To thrive can only be possible if one has firm de- 
termination and resolve. Indeed, the pre-need in- 
dustry is bent on weathering the present storm and 
seeing through and fulfilling what it has promised 
its planholders. 

‘Specifically, the Philippine Federation of Pre- 
need Plan Companies inc. closely monitors its mem- 
bers for their compliance with good corporate gov- 
emance principles. Truly, this industry can grow, 
persist, and be further bolstered not only through its 
adherence to pertinent laws and regulations but al- 
so through sound corporate governance. 

The industry has also remained firmly loyal to its 
plan holders, and will continually to be so to the 
hand that feeds it 

Tt has also unleashed its creativity in providing 
the best type of personal and corporate finance to 
the Filipino public. And because its products are a 
hybrid of the banking and insurance industries, the 
planholders get the most out of both worlds... all 
these in its supreme effort to remain steadfast and 
loyal. 


Tothrive 

THE PRE-NEED INDUSTRY MAY HAVE FACED 
formidable challenges last year, yet it is viewed as a 
natural part of growing for we aim to fulfill what we 
have promised to deliver. And at five as a Federa- 
tion, we are thriving for we have continued to be 
steadfast and significant. 

‘To thrive is part of natural law. It is to grow 
stronger amid challenges and hurdles. The butterfly 
would not have been so beautiful if it did not en- 
counter resistance as it was squeezing its way out of 
its cocoon. The resistance forced fluids to the in- 
sect's wings, making them strong and beautiful. The 
very expensive diamond would not have been so 
precious if it were not subjected to extreme temper- 
ature. The more heat it went through, the more 
beautiful and expensive the diamond became. 

Similarly, every industry has growing pains. The 
trillion-dollar fast-food business is composed of gi- 
ants that started as small, struggling businesses that 
simply chose to overcome and surmount all chal- 
lenges that came their way. No one would have 
thought that an old pensioner with $105 in his pock- 
et started the Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise 
now having a global presence in more than 50 coun- 
tries. Col. Sanders, at 65 years old, armed with his 
measly pension, drove from state to state in his old 
station wagon to offer his recipe for chicken to any- 
onë who might be interested. After more than 100 
rejections, and sleeping for months in his beaten car 
(for he had no money to spend for hotels), he found 
someone who tied his recipe. Thus, chicken that is 
“finger lickin’ good” was made known to the world. 

Neither is thriving a new concept to the highly 
competitive banking industry; it is, in fact, its 
lifeblood. 

Since Aug. 1, 1851 when El Banco Español Fil- 
ipino de Isabel 2, the first bank in the Philippines 
and in Southeast Asia, was established, we have 
seen the mushrooming of banks of different client 
bases. But such is the nature of business (and per- 
haps, again, of natural law) that those who can 
overcome survive. Thus, from hundreds of banks 
‘operating in the country during the decades prior to 
the Asian financial crisis, we can easily count the 
number that survived mergers, buyouts, and other 
economic and business challenges 

On a personal level, there exists a common bond 
among the graduate who passed the board exams, 
the lover who conquered his lady, the athlete who 
achieved his medal, or the person who topped his 
company’s sales - for them, the greater the chal- 
lenge, the sweeter the victory. 


through and fulfilling what it 
has promised its planholders 


Berkley has deliberately shied away from putting any of its Trust 
Fund money in high-risk portfolios even if the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) allows up to 25% of the Trust Fund 
to be invested in real estate. 


Instead, Berkley has chosen to invest in liquid assets that are readily 
marketable and which generate fixed income rather than in the more 
volatile real estate and equities. This is to ensure and to guarantee 
the delivery of the benefits provided for under the plan contracts. 


Protection of our planbolderst interests AT ALL TIMES is, after all, 
the strict mandate given to us by our American mother company. 
We put the highest premium on our ability to deliver what we promise 
to our planholders at the time we promised to deliver it to them. 


‘This paramount commitment to deliver our promise — wherever 
and whenever it is needed by our planholders — underlies all our 
financial decisions. It is something we hold as non-negotiable and 
would not compromise no matter how tempting or attractive the 
options may be. 


We realize that Filipinos dream of a good education and a good 
Future for their families. We realize that an investment towards the 
fulfillment of these dreams is paid for by the sweat, sacrifice and 
iears of many. 


Berkley is a partner in realizing this dream by ensuring that when 
you need your hard-earned money. our Trust Fund can immediately 
give it back to you and more. No delays, no excuses. And definitely, 
no turning back on our obligation! 


RESERVE REQUIREMENTS A PRIORITY 
The company religiously pays the reserve requirements of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 


Again, as mandated by the American mother company, top priority 
is given to the welfare of the planbolders. Before any investment 
could be made, the reserve requirement is first fully met. 


With this. it is not a surprise that Berkley was one of the first 
companies’ to have complied with the required increase in 
italization from 50 to 100 MILLION PESOS. 


TRUSTEE BANKS YOU CAN TRUST 

Our Trust Fund, standing at P2.8 BILLION as of 31 October 2005, 
is secured by some of the most trusted names in banking. They are 
Deutsche Bank, ING Bank, Equitable PCI Bank and Metrobank 


With Trusice Banks of such caliber and stature in the industry, 
panholders are all the more assured that their investment is most 
secure. 


A-RATED 

Nothing differentiates our Trust Fund better than the four (4) 
ve A plus (A+) ratings garnered by Berkley International 
Plans from the Philippine Rating Services Corporation (PhilRatings) 
for its “ABOVE-AVERAGE CAPACITY TO MEET ITS, 
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS"... as compared to other Philippine 
corporations. 


‘That should say it all. 


The pre-need industry plays a significant role in 
developing the capital market end nation building 


Indeed, only after going through challenging 
times can one appreciate the sweet taste of success. 
And as the pre-need industry is willing, and is pre- 
pared, to meet such challenges head on, it will con- 


Significant 


erkley was established in the Philippines in 1997 when most 
companies were reeling from the effects of the Asian 


nancial crisis. , 


Despite the economic slowdown, Berkley confidently pushed head- 
on with its plans, opening one branch after the other in an expansion 
thrust that left observers in.awe. 


‘The bullishness. of course, stemmed from the financial might of the 
mother company in the US. Its experience and leadership in its own 
industry have, as expected, served the Philippine operations well 
and allowed it to flex its muscles more aggressively than what the 
times would normally warrant. 


HIGHLY LIQUID 

From inception, Berkley International Philippines, Inc. has been 
guided by the policy of financial prudence leaning on the 
conservative. 


Learning from the lessons of the Asian crisis and, more important, 
as mandated by its mother company, W.R. Berkley Corporation, the 
companies here have invested ONLY in Government Securities and 
USS. Treasury Bonds. 


Government Securities are unconditional obligations of the sovereign 
state. Itis backed up by the full taxing power of the nation. Therefore, 
government securities are practically frec from default. 


In layman's terms. it would take the scenario of all businesses all 
over the country literally closing down first and the Government 
conséquently going bankrupt before investments in government 
securities could become worthless. Therefore, government securities 
are one of the safest types of investment a company could go into 
which is why Berkley International has invested more than 95% of 
its Trust Fund in government securities. 


Asked why Berkley concentrated on government securities, our Chief 
Financial Officer explains: “The returns on commercial papers is 
not substantially greater than government-backed securities yet the 
underlying risks are substantially larger vis-à-vis the interest rate 
differential." He continues, “The capital market or equities have a 
higher upside in terms of returns which will redound to the benefit 
of the shareholders. However, the downside risk will affect our ability 
10 meet our obligations, which we consider our raison d'etre. We 
certainly would not sacrifice our "reason for being" for additional 
profit. He concludes, “Real Estate, al the present state of the economy, 
suffers from both low yield and lack of liquidity. 


As to U.S. Treasury Bonds, 10 point out the value of the U.S. dollar 
‘almost seems redundant, if not unnecessary. Even a small investment 
in such would yield very high returns, what more if one's investment 
is quite substantial. As we Filipinos love to say, "Daig mo pa ang 
nakasandal sa puder.” 


Congruently, Berkley does not invest in fixed assets, notably, real 
estate. Berkley, therefore, is not burdened with liquidity problems 


normally associated- with sudden downtrends in the said industry. 


‘Aware of the headaches that heavy investments in real estate have 
given many companies, even very huge ones, both here and abroad, 
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of nation-building 


need industry was silently building 
the nation over the last 40 years. 
Covering up for the lack of social 
security for the private and govern- 
ment employees, pre-need gave 
back the hopes and dreams of sim- 
ple workers. Today this is a P159.8 
billion empire, with over 30 pre- 
need companies keeping the indus- 
try thriving, It contributes to capi- 
tal formation with its over P70 bil- 
lion trust fund. This trust fund 
serves as a security component 
from which pre-need planholders 
draw on their scheduled benefits. It 
has grown from P44 billion in 2 
to over P70 billion in 2005. Tax 
contributions of the industry are al- 
so not to be overlooked, as it gross- 
es over P1.5 billion annually. 

The last few years saw drastic 
reforms on the policies and guide- 
lines governing the pre-need 
companies. Even legislative mea- 
sures are being sought to address 
the strict penalty provisions and 
give solvency and fairness to 
planholders. Leading these 
changes is the figurehead of the 
pre-need industry, The Philippine 
Federation of Pre-Need Plan 
Companies Inc. (PFPPCI). Work- 
ing for the benefit of both pre- 
need companies and planholders, 
the (PFPPCI) has been actively in 
dialogue with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
which is the governing sector of 
the pre-need industry. 

After 40 years, the industry re- 
mains optimistic as pre-need com- 
panies look forward to good 
prospects. Although corporate self- 
governance still poses as a tricky 
challenge, the practice of greater 
self-discipline to achieve the high- 
est integrity and corporate ethics is 
not a far-off reality. And pre- 
dietably the pre-need industry will 
choose to thrive, achieve mile- 
stones and little triumphs away 
from the limelight and in selfas- 
sured silence. 


Family 


First Inc. 


Or why the Trust 
Fund that Secures 


is in itself Secure 


‘Lire Insurance ® Fang 


IT HAS BEEN FOUR DECADES 
since the Filipino invention of pre- 
need policy came into our lives. 
Starting out as a life or memorial 
plan, it was highly inconceivable 
for us superstitious folks to buy a 
memorial plan for our loved ones 
and ourselves. Apart from harbor- 
ing offense from our old folks, talk 
of funeral arrangements for some- 
‘one who hasn't passed yet was tru- 
ly an appalling subject matter. But 
memorial plans thrived as people 
saw the need for it more and more. 

Our acceptance and appreci: 
tion for the comfort and practicali- 
ty of memorial plans grew, not as 
an indication that we were desensi- 
zed by thoughts of death, but as a 

that Filipinos have matured. 

We have developed a more positive 
sense of saving and preparing for 
the future. The old “bahala na” atti- 
tude was replaced by sensible plan- 
ning for the foreseen and unfore- 
seen events in life, Thus, the pre- 
need industry expanded to include 
pension plans and educational 
plans. In 1977, fixed-value plans 
with guaranteed interest income 
were introduced. Pension plans 
were viewed as an added retire- 
ment package. In both the private 
and public sectors, pension plans 
were a welcome bonus to augment 
the retirement packages offered to 
government and private workers. 
In 1980, the educational plans fol- 
lowed and contributed even more 
revenues for the economy. 

Covering the needs of a simple 
Filipino, from his birth to his death, 
these pre-need products were evo- 
lutionary, as they changed lives for 
the better. Pre-need products were 
the airbags, the cushion for life's 
contingencies. They were innova 
tive and personal products that an- 
swered the most personal need of 
every Filipino. They were means to 
reach simple dreams of simple 
lives. 

‘And on’a macro level, the pre- 
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Calendar of Events 
February 1 


Opening Ceremony and Planholders Day 
Glorietta Activity Center; 3-8pm 


February 2 
Outreach Program 
Caritas Manila; 2-5pm 


February 3 


Courtesy Call to Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
Malacafiang Palace; 2pm 


February 7 


Pre-need Foruni 
Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila; 1-6pm 
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The culprit 
of squashed dreams 


teen years after, or in 2003, the cost of the same four-year college edu- 
cation amounted to a whopping P30,000 per semester or P240,000. 

With the cost of the college education spiraling as high as eight 
times its original cost, any one would clearly see that there is a point 
somewhere in the future when the pre-need company may not be able 
tosustain the needs of availing planholders. 

‘Much has been said about the pre-need industry-most of them criti- 
cal because of the apparent “failure” of keeping up with its promises. 
Yet, the pre-need industry is composed of many other services other 
than traditional plans. And not all companies in the industry sold such 
traditional plans for some of them were able to see the handwriting on 
the wall ata much earlier stage. 

‘Traditional plans then do not mean the entire pre-need industry 
and this also means the other way around. 
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PETPlans' distinction as the 
IMosHOUtstandingjPrezN ec di Company: 
in two prestigious award giving bodies namely the 
2005 Philippine Marketing Excellence Awards Institute and the 
the 2005 National Shoppers’ Choice Institute 


is a testament to our commitment to serve you 
with the highest standard of customer service and product quality. 


We thank you for your continued support and patronage. 


Maraming, maraming salamat po! 


+18 years in operation * P 2.7 Billion in Trust Funds ٠ 390,000 satisfied Planholders ٠ 92 Business 


Centers nationwide + Has an international Business Center in Hong Kong * 7,400 active Business 
Partners ٠ ISO 9001:2000 certified + Strong affiliation with PETNET, a direct agent of Western 
Union in the Philippines, which has the largest network with 3,210 locations nationwide ٠ Board 
of Directors composed of trusted leaders in business, public service, banking, and education ٠ 
Founded by Philantrophist Adrian V. Ocampo and Former Senator Lorenzo M. Tafiada. 


Lamang ka sa PETPlansi 


PETPIans Centr, 114 AgulreStrect, Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cty 
Tel. Nos.: 692-5546» E-mall: mkig@petplans.com* Visit www petplans.com 


PET PLANS كا‎ 


Education * Peso Pension * Dollar Pension * Life 
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‘THE SEEMING AVERSION OF THE GENERAL POPULATION AS RE- 
gards pre-need plans, specifically educational plans, finds its root 
cause in the vague, if not wrong, understanding of the difference 
between traditional and fixed value plans, and of the culprit that 
paralyzed the effectiveness of the traditional plan. 

Ina traditional plan, a planholder invests a certain amount, say, for 
education, and the plan takes care of future expenses, regardless of 
cost (of education) at the time of availment. In a fixed value plan, on 
the other hand, the planholder invests a certain amount and receive a 
fixed value/amount at the time of enrollment. Pre-need companies 
‘came up with both schemes for education and memorial services. 

‘The idea, especially for the traditional plan, was perfect. It an- 
swered the common man’s worry ofa probable galloping inflation rate 
when he is older and perhaps not as productive. And lots of Juan de la 
Cruzes bought traditional plans. 

That was when school fees were capped and regulated. Yet the Educa- 
tion Act of 1982 deregulated tuition fees, though subject to the approval 
ofthe Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports (which later on became 
DepEd). Schools then implemented maximum of 10 percent annual in- 
‘crease from 1982-1993, 

“The Commission on Higher Education (CHED), an offspring of the 
Education Act, was created in 1994 by virtue of RA 7722, took over the 
supervision and regulation of tertiary and vocational education while 
primary and secondary education remained with the Department of 
Education. The CHED also allowed institutional autonomy for aca- 
demic concerns and general administration programs. In other words, 
the cost of education in a university would equal the quality it pro- 
vides. 

With the deregulation of tuition fees, the cost of a four-year tradi- 
tional education plan in 1987 ranged from P29,000 to P31,000. Six- 


PHILIPPINE FEDERATION OF 
PRE-NEED PLAN COMPANIES, INC. 


Uniting 
the pre-need 
industry 


alism and standard of ethics in 
the conduct of operations of pre- 
need plan companies; 

* To support government rules 
and regulations that have been 
enacted to develop, impart and 
regulate the operations of pre- 
need plan companies 

* To function as a collective 
body in the promulgation of poli- 
cies and practices relative to the 
growth of the pre-need industry; 

* To protect the members of 
the association and the general 
public from unscrupulous and 
dishonest soliciting and other re- 
lated instrumentalities. 

Giving the industry a face, PFP- 
PCI has figured prominently in 
the development and progress of 
the preneed industry in the 
country. Being actively in dia- 
logue with the SEC, both parties 
are working on the resolution of 
issues and even implementing 
changes in the industry via new 
circulars and rules. 

With PFPPCI and the SEC slow- 
ty building the stronghold of the 
pre-nced industry, it undoubtedly 
will rise above all the difficulties 
brought about by the constantly 
changing economic and social 
landscape of the country. 


1. Ayala Plans, Inc. 

2. Berkley international Plans, Inc. 
3. Cocoplans, Inc. 

4. Destiny Financial Plans 

5. Eduplan Philippines, Inc. 

6. Eternal Plans, Inc. 

7. First Union Plan, Ine. 

8. Himlayang Pilipino Plans, Inc. 

9. Ideal Pension Plans Corp. 

10. Pacific Plans, Inc. 

11. Loyola Plans Consolidated, Inc. 
12: Manulife Financial Plans, Inc. 
13. Mercantile Care Plans, Inc. 

14. Millennium Plans, Inc. 

15. Paz Memorial Services, Inc. 

16. Permanent Plans, Inc. 

17. PET Plans, Inc. 

18. Philam Plans, Inc. 

19. Primanila Plans, Inc. 

20. Professional Financial Plans, Inc. 
21. Provident Plans International Corp. 
22. Prudenti 
23. St. Peter Life Plan, Inc. 
24. Sunlife Financial Plans, Inc. 
25. Transnational Plans, Inc. 
26. Trusteeship Plans, Inc. 


ife Plans, Inc. 


FORTY YEARS HAVE PASSED 
since the first pre-need policy, in 
the form of a memorial plan, was 
offered to a simple Filipino. And 
after a decade, the pension plan 
was introduced, Then in the 
1980s, the educational plans 
came into the picture. 

On Oct. 16, 1990, upon the 
urging of Securities and Ex 
change Commission (SEC) chair 
Rosario Lopez, the Philippine As- 
sociation of Memorial Life Plan 
Companies Inc.  (PAMLPC), 
Philippine Association of Pre 
need Plan Companies, Inc. (PAP- 
PCI) and Philippine Association 
of Pension and Education Plan 
Companies Inc. (PAPEPCO) col- 
laborated to form the Philippine 
Federation of Pre-Need Plan 
Companies Inc. (PFPPCD). 

Lopez initiated the formation 
of the federation to strengthen 
the pre-need industry. PFPPCI be- 
came the umbrella organization 
of businesses, which are into mar- 
keting of any or all of the cate- 
gories of pre-need plans includ- 
ing pension, education and 
memorial/life plans. 

Having one voice in the pre- 
need industry helped to manage 
the issues and difficulties facing 


this sector. Apart 
from lending credi- 
bility and upholding 
the public trust, the 
PFPPCI drafted sev- 
eral other objectives 
to further delineate 
the vision and mis- 
sion of preneed 
companies: 

These objectives 
are as follows: 

* To engender and 
pursue pre-need plan 
consciousness 
among the people, 
creating public 
awareness on the 
role and importance 
of pre-need planning 
as an integral part of 
the Filipino way of 
life; 

* To promote, pro- 
tect and safeguard 
the welfare and inter- 
est of pre-need plan 
companies and plan- 
holders and in gener- 
al, the pre-need in- 
dustry; 

+ To develop and 
maintain the highest 
degree of profession- 
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Many would shudder at the thought of selling 
insurance or pre-need policies. 

But while being a pre-need sales agent maybe seen 
by critics as scraping the bottom of the barrel, 
these inspiring personalities with extremely 
different backgrounds share their thoughts on 


how they found a goldmine in the industry. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Special PROJECT 
A Manhattan supervisor, a Vietnamese housewife, 
and other pre-need agents extraordinaire 


Dr. Erlinda B. Kantor: A Big Apple survivor bites 
into the pre-need industry 


an agent of pre-need plans. Aside from the fact 
that she loves meeting people, she feels gratified 
as she affects their lives positively: Being a pre- 
need agent, Erlinda also enthuses that compas- 
sion and sincerity are inherent traits that make her 
successful at it. And as a pre-need advocate, Erlin- 
da says, “Preneed products will ensure financial 
freedom in three basic needs common to us all - 
education of our children, comfortable retirement 
and affordable dignified burial.” Coming from a 
survivor in the Big Apple, those words truly hit 
home. 


‘To most Filipinos, working abroad means they 
have already reached the pinnacle of success. But 
not to this 61 year old widow. Many would think 
she's already grinning ear to ear, living the Ameri- 
can dream. working in an uptown hospital in 
swanky Manhattan, New York- as a department 
head at that. 

Indeed, Erlinda B. Kantor didn't see any reason 
why she should stop at that. Instead, this native of 
Borongan, Eastern Samar saw her position as an 
‘opportunity to help her staff prepare for the future 
and the unforeseen evens i may bring. It became 
her mission after being faced with the loss of her 
‘own mother and brother. More than the financial 
difficuley the tragic experience made her indig- 
nant over the nuisance left by her brother's memo- 
riaV/life plan. Turning this tragedy into a positive 
experience, Erlinda studied the features of other 
life plans. And upon stumbling on a plan which 
suited her, she immediately bought her own policy 
and offered it to her loved ones and friends, From 
then on, she carried on this mission and became 


Nerissa D. Granada: Vietnamese wife 


heaven for her; she enjoys better income, dif- 
ferent perks, loads of incentives and a chance 
to meet all kinds of people. And most of all 
what Nerissa likes about her career is she gets 
to spend time for herself and her family. For 
Nerissa, success can be translated in any lan- 
guage. 


Co S a 


speaks of success 


Imagine a Vietnamese national, who could 
barely speak a word of English nor Filipino, en- 
lightening you about the fine print in pre-need 
policies. Itis hard to think how she was able to 
make it, but Nerisa D. Granada, a simple 
housewife in her 50s was able to make a name 
for herself, travel abroad and enjoy unlimited 
income by selling pre-need plans. And she 
made it possible despite being a Viemamese 
national. A typically shy housewife, made even 
more insecure by her being a foreigner, she 
didn't see her weaknesses as limitations to be- 
come a pre-need agent. She said it indeed 
amused her that despite the language barrier, 
she was able to make a sale. And even if some 
agents gave her a hard time with stiff competi- 
tion, Nerissa pursued her career and diligently 
attended the trainings and seminars. Eventual- 
ly she overcame her shyness as she met differ- 
ent people. Being a pre-need agent is indeed 


Sonia M. Capila: Playing secured 


continues 10 enjoy playing with the numbers 
20, 10, 5, 2, and 1. There were times that the 
numbers were not on her side, but she never 
loses hope. She considers every week as an op- 
portunity to help other people, an opportunity 
10 achieve sales targets, and an opportunity to 
earn for her family. 

Lam committing myself in this business 
and 1 have this burning desire to offer the busi- 
ness to any people that I meet,” discloses the 
sales agent from Lipa, 

MANHATTAN E6 


numbers in pre-need 


Thëreare many people who continue to bet on 
the numbers game like lotto and sweepstakes. 
But Sonia M. Capila took the road less traveled 
and invested her time playing a secured mum- 
bers game - the activity based management 
(ABM) strategy of the pre-need company she's 
in, and she remains to be 100 percent loyal to 
the ABM up to these days. 

Through this strategy she was able to close 
at least one sale every week for 52 weeks in a 
year. Every week, she religiously lists 20 
prospects, and out of this 20, she convinces 
the 10 toa face-to-face meeting. Out ofthe 10, 
she expects five prospects to show up during 
the meeting and out of the five who showed 
up, she expects three to purchase the product. 
Out ofthe three who agreed to purchase, she 
convinces one prospect to close the sale. 

In less than two years, Sonia is already 
reaping her fruits. Her loyalty to the ABM led 
her to bea consistent awardee in the pre-need 
company she isin. 

“The weeks seem to be endless and Sonia 


Philam Plans getting ahead and moving forward ; 


These strategic steps to boost the company's financial 
capabilities are moves towards ensuring that planhoider 
commitments are met. Afer all, Philam Plans intends to be 
here not only today, but also in the future to serve the growing 
needs of Filipino families. 


Securing Tommorrow 

“The future looks bright for this leading company, as it rests 
the year with a new roster of products. "We are going to forty 
and reinforce our efforts to provide pension and education 
plans to the buying public. We wil do this mainly capitalizing 
and hamessing the synergies we can get from our affiliates in 
the Philam Group of Companies, ` Hofliefia explains. 
Recently, Philam Plans launched Philam Protect, a medical 
fund brought about by the company's partnership with 
Philamlife and PhilamCare. While regular HMO'S cover one's 
medical expenses until the age of 60, Philam Protect provides 
funds and medical assistance beyond~Philam Protect is there 
to cover for medical spending during the time when people 
need madical care the most. This product also includes 
features that maintain one's good health condition through 
unlimited consultation and annual check-ups in PhitamCare 
clinics. Allowances are also provided for hospitalization and. 
surgical procedures. 


Arecord holder in pension, Phitam Plans brings forth Future 
Fund Power. Formulated with Philam mutual fund provider, 
Philam Asset Management, Inc..this product is a sound 
investment program that allows planholders to enjoy financial 
freedom by taking advantage of Ihe secured future provided 
bya pension plan plus the potential of high return earnings of 
a mutual fund. 


A novel idea for a pre-need product was launched this January 
with features that are truly unique. The Philam Inheritage Fund 
is an exiraordinary product offer that helps the planholder build 
up his inheritance for the family to ensure that the good life he 
has provided his family them will be sustained even after he is 
‘gone. With a comprehensive list of insurance features added to 
living benefits, funds can also be used to settle estate and 
property taxes. Built into the Inheritage Fund is the professional 
‘administartion of the planholder's memorial service. This is 
rendered by Phëam Plans’ competent Family Assistance 
Officers. 


‘Saving dreams, memories and children’s future 

“Pre-need is a long term assured savings mechanism; helping 
planholders acumulate funds for their retirement: helping 
parents save enough money and keep that money saved for 
the education of their children in the future, ” says Mr. Hofieñia. 


“The success story of Phiaim Plans is inspired by life's beauty 
and the power of hope. Itis the Filipino families and the youth 
today taht drive this leading company towards its continuing 
‘success and the realization of its noble mission of saving 
dreams, memories and children's future. 
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Loyola Plans Consolidated, Ine. 


١ Integrity in Excellence on its 37th year of 
I“ . service to our Planholders and the Nation. 


2005 


Most Outstanding 
Memorial Plan 
(National Awards) 


Awarded by the 


Philippine Marketing Excellence 
‘Awards Institute 


Asian institute of Marketing and 
Entrepreneurship 


and the 


Marketing Insights Magazine 
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‘Tough times don't last but tough people (or in this case, 
companies) do, Philam Plans Inc. affilate of leading life 
insurance company, Philamlife and world's largest financial 
services organization, American International Group (AIG) is 
proof positive that when times are most dificult, only the 
strongest survive. In a year of crisis in confidence of the 
pre-need public, economic downtrend, political controversies 
and rising price of fuel and basic commodities, Phiam Plans 
remained strong, focused and committed, performing their 
best ever in its 16 year history. 


‘Today's education plan provider 

Education, as we Filipinos say, is the best gift parents can 
bequeath lo their children. It is the driver for one’s success, 
the key to a stronger and more powerful nation. Philam Plans 
believes in this reality; hence, despite the obstacles and 
discouragement presented by the market, its sales associates 
persevered and aimed to secure the futures of more Filipino 
children amidst adversity. 

Patience and determination paid off as Philam Plans now 
stands as the preferred education plan provider in the land. 
Based on latest industry records, Philam Plans has brought 
in P1.7 Bilion in new pre-need sales cornering 35.9% market 
share. Philam Plans President and CEO Jesus G. Hofileha 
stated, "We are vey grateful to our planholders and the public 
at large for continuing to keep their patronage and faith 

in Philam Plans.” 


The company continues to win the trust of the majority given 
their varied offer of fixed-value education products. While this 
model seemed to be a less advantageous offer a decade or 
so before, it now remains to be the sustainable design in the’ 
current economic and financial environment. Philam Plans’ 
Gold education plan ensures that the best education is given 
to your child. It provides 15-20% yearly increment to enable 
parents to cope with the inevitable tuition fee increases. 
‘Those education plans provide an additional cash benefit 

as a gift to the student immediately after graduation. The 
‘company also has more affordable education plan called 
Pangako. This product provides a means for the 

child to reach his ambitions at a cost within the reach of 
‘many parents. 


Steps to success 
The will to conquer is the first condition to victory. Phitam 
Plans boosts its trust fund level later in 2004 to comply with 
the stricter SEC regulations and to further assure its 
thousands of planholders. Now, Philam Plans has the largest 
and fastest growing trust fund level in pre-need with more 
than P19 bilion as of December 2005. The company's trust 
fund level has been growing by 40% for the past 2 years. It is 
also very liquid, “Our liquidity remains very strong with 97% 
j of our trust funds in government securities and other cash 
F equivalents." Hoflefa explained. This amount is more than 
enough to cover the P600 milion projected maturing benefits 
for 2006. In fact, the P19 B trust fund is sufficient to pay the 
‘company’s planholder obligations-untl year 2013. 
Aside from having a strong and liquid trust fund, Phitam Plas 
| bears the highest paid-up capita in the industry with P700 
| milon, seven times larger than the SEC minimum paid-up 
capital requirement fora pre-need company, , 
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Life Plan Education Plan Time Plan 


Head office: (02)613-3714; (02192-6061 10 65. Regional Offices: Makat02)613-1055 
Manlla(02)522.2803 Mandaluyong(02)634-6824 Tomas Morato(02/722-8171 Alabangio2)809- 
8467 Bacoor(046)870-2909 Dagupan City(075)523-4295 San Fernando Pampangat045)961- 


Integrity in 
Excellence 


8269 Cagayan Valloy(078)662-7081 Lucena City(042)373-5870 Legaspi City(052)820-6512 
Lapu-lapu City(032}340-5012 Taclohan(053)321-4787 Bacolod Cilyt034)434-1251 Cebu 
'City(032)231-5602 Cagayan de Oro City(088)227-8126 Davao City(082)225-3445 


‘Sth Floor ORCEL Bidg., Quezon Avenue, Q.C. Tol. No. 824-2879 


“THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION HAS NOT APPROVED THE ADVERTISEMENT OR DETERMINED IF THIS 18 ACCURATE OR 
COMPLETE ANY REPRESENTATION TO THE CONTRARY CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE SECURITIES REGULATION CODE AND të. 
CRIMINALLY PUNISHABLE THE PUBLIC 18 ENCOURAGED TO REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 0 
ANY MIEREPRESEN TATION OR FALSE OR INACCURATE STATEMENT.” 
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Himlayang Pilipino 
Our Business 


Your Peace of Mind 


Memorial Park 
The . only Memorial Park where 
monuments to our county's historic 
pëst ond the splendor of Philippine 
folklore blend with the serenity of 
eternal femembronce: 


' Memorial Life Plan 
Êê Me gen offers up 1o 400% 
coverage based on your selected Pion 
Jale. An oddiionol 10% annual 
ncremeni on the Plan Valve one year 
Stäer ull poyment up to oge 75 of 
ZE steier 


ACE Education Plan 
Our ACE Education Plon is o fixed: 
value plon thet provides for your 
shidrer's college education.. ACE is 
‘flordable ond flexible, you con use it, 
ortution end olher school exfenses.” ° <i; 


Our Business is your peace of mind. At Himlayang Pilipino, 
peace of mind means helping you prepare a brighter future 
for your family. 


Pamana... Pagmamahal... Panata... 


2 Himlayang Pilipino, Inc. 4 Himlayang Pilipino Plans, Inc. 


“For the Best Established Service 
Brand Campaign, the Silver Award 
goes to the brand that has 
remarkably outpaced its industry's 
growth rate while espousing the 
importance of the warmth and 
care that the family spirit gives.” 


“Silver Award“ 
ae Se 


Prudentialife 


Ang Mindinahat Mo;Ipagkatiwala Mo Sa Prudential 


d Effectiveness Awards (MCEA) is organized by: 


Philippines and Business 
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What people say 
about Pre-need 


“Our mother died during the interment day 
of our elder sister, we were not only emotion- 
ally down but also financially troubled be- 
cause of her hospitalization dues. We were 
very relieved when we found out that our 
mother obtained a memorial/life plan. 

‘The pre-need company made it hassle-free for 
us when coordinating with the servicing mortu- 
ary since the employees there were the ones per- 
sonally coordinating with the mortuary. 

During the lamenting period of our 
mother, we always share to our friends on 
how grateful we were that our mother had 
a memorial/life plan and even convinced 
them to get their memorial/life plans as 
well.” - Nenita Samson 


“When my sister passed away, her pension 
wasn't enough to cover the expenses. I had to 
borrow money to pay the hospital expenses 
when she was previously hospitalized. I had 
no money. My sister also did not have a family 
of her own to help pay for the funeral expens- 
es. Luckily, we found out she was able to ob- 
tain a memorial plan when she was still alive. 
This relieved us of indebtedness and worries. 
-Josefina Unabia 


“1 availed the pension plan kasi alam kong 
kakailanganin ko ito sa future. Gusto kong 
magbakasyon abroad without thinking of lim- 
ited finances. Iba talaga 'pag may inaasahan.” 
- Dr. Rodolfo Sabater 


“When I got my pre-need plans many years 
ago, I knew I was in good hands. Kilala ang 
kumpanyang pinagkuhanan ko, at malakas 
ang mother company nito. Dun pa lang naka- 
sisiguro na ako. Now that I am retired and 
older, I have funds that I can use for my needs, 
1 don't need to ask support from my children.” 

Melvin Carreon 


“Importante ang edukasyon ng mga anak 
namin. You never know what the future 
holds, or if we can afford to send our kids to 
school. Malaki ang tulong ng education plans, 
affordable sya, safe pa.” - Julie Sun 


“Minsan ok ang negosyo, minsan bum- 
abagsak. Pag matanda na ako, ayoko na 
isipin kung saan ako kukuha ng pera, gusto 
ko naka-relax na ako. Mabuti na lang at 
nakakasiguro ako sa nakuha kong pension 
plans.” - Benito Caraan, Jr. 


TN 
Kapamilya Campaign (2003-2004) 
In 1978, Prudentialife had a clear vision: To serve the 
Filipino family by helping them prepare for a better 
future. Through its pre-need plans, Prudentialife shaped 
a strong resilient community of families. Today, 
Prudentialife’s “Madonna and Child” has become an 
icon of service nationwide that reflects its commitment 
to secure the good life for the Filipino family. 


of Asia and the Pé 


a Ze 


2 Th 1st Marketing Ceffmunication: 
3 “Institute of Cdinmunications'af the Univers) 
Marketing and Öpinlkn Research Society of thy 
7 bag 


“Marami na akong kilala na may memorial 
plans. Ayon sa kanila, maganda daw kapag 
may plano ka na at magiging maayos ang la- 
hat pagdating ng araw. Bukod dito, mababait 
at maayos ang mga tao sa kumpanyang aking 
pinagkuhanan ng plano at magaling maki- 
harap sa pamilya. Para sa akin, magandang 
serbisyo yun.” -T. Bacosa 


“A trusted friend presented me an educa- 
tion plan and told me all about its benefits. At 
first I was hesitant because such product was 
not yet popular back then. But because I trust- 
ed my friend and she was able to convince me 
that her company is stable, I bought one for 
my daughter. Because of her good service, I 
bought one for my son soon after. Today my 
children are benefiting from that decision, 
and I'm glad I did it.” -Crispin Real 


“Pre-need was referred to me by my friend 
who was able to use the service for his father. 
Aside from the affordable plans and the fact 
that I do not want to worry about my future, 
the pre-need company provides fast yet good 
and friendly service. They take care of every- 
thing.” - Elisa Tecson 


“After a lot of my father's belt tightening so 
he can religiously pay for our educational 
plans’ instaliments, I was able to enjoy the 
benefits of the plan when I started college in 
2003. Definitely, it was a big thing for my fa- 
ther to be relieved of the burden brought 
about by the additional expenses of my 
schooling, like my allowance, transportation 
and cost of school supplies, which the educa- 
tional plan likewise provide as part of the ed- 
ucation package.” -Xyris Millo 


“I have always been an advocate of plan- 
ning ahead. When the government mandat. 
ed that companies set up a retirement fund 
for their employees, I scouted for a company 
which would satisfy our needs. I found this in 
this particular pre-need company. I found 
the personal management approach of the 
sales agent very much to my liking. All our 
questions were answered very satisfactorily 
T believe we were given a very good cover- 
age. When the time of our maturity ap- 
proached, our checks were promptly given to 
us. We had no fear of not being able to give 
the retirement fund due our employees.” 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
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A Manhattan supervisor, a Vietnamese housewife, 
and other pre-need agents extraordinaire 


From page E4 


Teoderica T. Roxas: Yaya Sisterhood 


bined with a mission 
and an unquantifiable 
amount of dedication 
to serve and help peo- 
ple. True enough, her 
beliefs materialized 
when she was awarded 
the most prestigious 
award of the pre-nced 
company she is work- 
ing with. 
Her personality of be- 
ing people-oriented and 
having as special “sisterhood” with many individu- 
als drew her to this profession. She has then been 
fuencing her associates by telling them “out of our 
‘commission is a mission to serve people.” 


so long, Harold saw this 
basic need of employees 
and workers which are 
not fulfilled by their 
companies. 

Being an SBDM, 
Harold not only sees af- 
ter his clients needs but 
also his agents” 

Having been an em- 
ployee once, Harold 
knows how to reward 
and motivate his team 
and give them the proper coaching they need. 

A husband, a father, and a well-accomplished 
man, Harold couldn't seem to ask anything more. 
But before he retires at night, Harold prays that he 
could help more people by offering them pre-need 
plans that give security and peace of mind. He is de- 
termined to continue with this passion as long as 
people will open their minds to the advantages of 
pre-need products. 


ciously. He told his fami- 

ly not to entertain calls 

from his friend, But fate 

wouldn't have of Luis! 

stubborn attitude, One 

day at five in the mom- 

ing, the phone rang and 

being the only one 

awake, Luis took the 

call. It was his persistent 

friend asking why he 

was hiding from her 

when all she wanted 

was to help. This time Luis gave in, but only con- 
veyed his wish to buy a policy for himself and his 
family. 

Eventually Luis friend was able to invite him for 
a training. Urging his former staff to join him, Luis 
was able to start his own business group, which also 
included his wife. 

The pre-need business engrossed him too much, 
with ll the income and incentives they were geting 
left and right that he eventually forgot about how it 
hurt his pride to become an agent after holding a 
prestigious post. Luis became a group sales manag- 
er, and his wife also got the coveted company 
award 

But on top of all the awards and the income he 
gets from being a pre-need agent, Luis is most proud 
for sending his kids to the best schools. His daughter 
Beradene is now a nurse in Ireland, his other 
daughter Divina is an Economics graduate while his 
son isa high school junior at Ateneo. 

Now, Luis is holding the position of memorial rites 
presidentin the pre-need company he's working for. 


“They say luck is inevitable for most if not all begin- 
ners. Equipped with ‘luck and the passion for ser- 
vice, Teodorica T. Roxas tried her luck and instantly 
‘gained success on her first attempt to sell pre-need 
products. She was able to sell three education plans 
with just one client on that first attempt. 

A loving mother to two children and a devoted 
wife, Yaya, as she is fondly called by her peers and 
relatives, was a supervisor in an overseas employ- 
ment firm before she accepted the challenges of 
selling pre-need products. The years she spent as 
supervisor instilled in ber the knowledge, skills, 
experience and insights necessary to become a 
successful agent. She does not, however, limit 
success as sales agent with just those qualities 
She firmly believes that those qualities best con- 
tribute to becoming a successful agent when com- 


Harold J. Dacumos: An 
accomplished man and a 


pre-need advocate 


He graduated from the University ofthe Philippines 
with a Business Administration degree. From a man- 
‘agement trainee, he was promoted to Sales Manag- 
er in one of the first companies that introduced Po- 
laroid products to the country. While working, he 
completed his MBA in De la Salle and a Masters De- 
gree in Urban and Regional Planning at the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City. He 
held key posts in several government corporations. 
He was a former first vice president of a prestigious 
bank. A former president of the Rotary Club of 
Makati Bel-Air. Armed with such accomplishments 
and titles, Harold J, Dacumos still found time to 
think about other people. That's why he became a 
senior business development manager (SBDM) of a 
pre-need company, so he could help people who 
have forgotten to set up their pension or retirement 
fund. Perhaps, being part of the corporate world for 


Luis J. Tutaan: Executive 
director turned president 


While every other Filipino was celebrating in the 
1986 Edsa Revolution, Luis J. Tutan was seeing the 
prospect of a grim future for him and his family. He 
was the son of a brigadier general who had served 
the Marcoses until his death in January 1986. Luis 
was also holding a prestigious post as executive di- 
rector under the former First Lady Imelda Marcos. 
As the Marcoses were fleeing Malacañang, Luis also 
Saw his dreams fading fast. As he envisioned, in just 
a short time, Luis joined the thousands of jobless 
Marcos loyalist. 

He started a small-scale business to sustain his 
family, But despite this, the stability of a permanent 
job bore on him. He was barely able to make ends 
‘meet with his growing family and the economic tur- 
bulence facing those times. And as if those chal- 
lenges weren't enough, Luis took another blow of 
tragedy. His youngest sister passed away, four 
months after his father’s death. It was the second 
time too that Luis experienced the pain of loss and 
the burden of financial difficulty. He was again 
‘caught unaware, with no memorial plan to cover the 
cost Luckily, Luis has a friend who helped him with 
allife plan. And his friend also lost no chance in invit- 
ing him tobe a life planner. 

But Luis couldn't swallow his pride. He took of- 
fense and even told his friend off, “Executive direc- 
tor ‘ata akol," he blurted. But his friend merely 
Jooked at him and replied, "Noon yun! Now you are 
jobless and you need money to raise your family!” 

i was a slap in the face that Luis didn't take gra- 


Not heirs or heiress, 
just pre-need beneficiaries 


WHETHER YOU ARE A PRE-NEED PLANHOLDER OR NOT, IT SURELY IS GRATIFYING TO HEAR THE 
siories of pre-need beneficiaries who have finally reaped the fruits of their hard-earned sacrifices. Here 
are just a handful of those people who made the right decision in investing on a pre-need product which 
have greatly helped them wriggle out of life's difficulties. 


mission t pay off his own policies, Bert was able to taste his 

Ze reward as he got his check for his eldest daughter’ col- 

Jege ition. Indeed, with hisfully-paid pre need plans, Bert is 

looking forward toa bright future for his family 
‘discerning mother 

While the whole counry was reeling from the controver- 
sies that surrounded a pre-need company, Hadja Badria Alib 
Dalamban was wise enough ما‎ put the infamous repons 
aside and find out the reality behind i. 

Hadja was confronted with this dilemma as a pre-need 
agent offered her an educational plan at the height of the 
‘controversial issue. A loving wife, and a mother of five chil- 
dren, Hadja was a typical working housewife who womies 
about the future of her kids. She helps her husband bring 
home the bacon by working hard with her multilevel mar- 
keting and operating a small sarsari store. 

Bren though she and her husband were working hand in 
‘hand to provide for their family, she knew that her children's 
educacion was stil facing uncertainty: 

And yet when she was offered a way to help her out of her 
‘worry, she had to weigh things carefully before making a de- 
“sion. She assessed and researched the background of the 
pre-med company which was offering her an educational 
‘lan. Trusting her instinct, Hadja signed up for three educa- 
onal policies, and planned on geting two more for her oth- 
ter kids. And indec, she was righ. She is no longer besieged 
by fears as she ress easy in the sabity and rcliabilky of he 
pre-nced company she chose. 

'A business savvy OFW 

Myra Santos ks not your typical OFW A restaurant stalin 
Japan, Myra has bigger dreams tan buying her own house 
ei providing for her family Thats why afer three years of 
Saving in the Land ofthe Rising Sun, she retumed ما‎ our 
‘country and thought of ways to make her money grow. In- 
stead of being lared ino buying herself properties and pos- 
sessions, she ented her money to pension and education- 
‘plans 

‘Awise move indeed for a sawy woman, She lost no time 
in geting herself rwo pension plans and three educational 
plans for hor kids, 

‘Soon enough, Myra wil be reaping her PIM maturity val- 
ve while er déien wil siart their education without her 
spending a cent for i And covering all her bases, she is also 
‘sured of half a milion pesos in case she and her family 
would be needing medical care. 

Aen all Myra wortes about is her business of importing 
and exporting beauty products to Japan. She also has rice 
and piggery businesses, plus several apartments for rent, 


Afather's hardship twice rewarded 

As an Overseas Filipino Worker (OFW), Frank Baraynal 
endured the hardships of being away from his family so he 
could make iheir dreams come tre. And of all he dreams 
thax he and his family share, they bold doses: to heir beans 
the dream of sending his ds 10 school. Even il he was an 
OFW Frank sl fek. the Art of achieving this simple 
‘dream, as he has twin daughters He knew hat sending them 
borir to school, giving them an allowance, buying their school 
supplies was no as easy as he woud be always be spending 
twice the cost, But this impossibility did not deter Frank and 
i twin daughters They found a way to tum the vision into 
a realty Frank was able to get his twins an educational pian. 

‘Sue enough, when dhe twins Dana and Maria Teresa 
reached college, they both had an educational fund to spend 
for the courses they chose. 

Being wins, they pursued the same passion and thus took 
up Nursing, Having the same fervor and drive as well Dana 
and Maria Theresa graduated Cum Laude in 2004. Frank 
was indeed doubly happy when he went home to attend his 
dager graduation. 8 

“The school owner even gave him a special privilege of 
time as they tok a Jot of snapshots of him and bis rien 
they received their diploma and merit 

"Ty Franks decision 1o get his daughters an educational 
plan paid olk As ل‎ seeing his daughters finish Cam Laude 
Were not enough, Prank also got a refund of ihe money be 
pad for his wi plans, as their policy granted refund for 
Laien Wiel Prank was rewarded twice for his 
wise decision. 

The man with vision 

Having been bind since the age ol 3, Ben Pahuyo made a 
ining our of giving massage and sweepsnke vending, Being 
in a county that has yet م‎ adapt fabor policies for handi- 
capped workers, Bert had no choice bu parse livelihoods 
thar are ollered o a oon sighted person like himself And كد‎ 
‘one of x kids in a poor amë, Bet was the only one who 
trast able to finish schoo. But what made en diferen was 
e rose above his deht He lived his hfe and colored his 
‘word Le gt married and evenly had four kids. Even 5 
ie proved to be very difit, Bet continued gving massage 
and seling sweepstakes 1o ide his family over Unt one day, 
oe of his ticket buyers ofiered him an education plan. in 
hi simple mind, Bert knew the gening his ids an education- 
al plan would be a welsome reef for him when the time 
foes So he وق ممص‎ signed up and in years 10 come, 
was abie 1o fully pay 3 ehucatnal plans for his kids. e also 
tras able to sel polides lo his fiends, and he uscd the com- 


No Worries! 


Life * Pension-* Education Ai. 
plan for your Life's Plans. 


ETERNAL PLANS, INC. 


“your future is our concern” 


* Dominga Bldg. Ill, Chino Roces Ave. cor. Dela Rosa St., Makati City 
Tel. Nos. (02) 818-9931 to 35 / Telefax No. (02) 893-1709 / www.eternalplans.net.ph 
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Get Cocoplans. 


TO plan ahead, you simply have to use your head. 
You'll see that after a much-needed careful thought, 
you'll give our plans a shot. 

Because at Cocoplans we can offer you the 
bestlaid plans. Personalized and innovative, our 
financial packages guarantee you your hard- 
earned money right when you need it. 

So think with your coconut, Call our Cocoplans 
Business Associate ond talk about your future, 
sensibly. EE 


@ COCOPLANS A 
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“Sih foor an Par, مما‎ res arme YA a Mo Oy 
‘eo 1630812000 26265 (20 892-4956 9 Fox (63) 8344852 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 
AT SM MEGAMALL 8. SM STA. MESA 
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